Message

From: Lynn L. Bergeson [Ibergeson@actagroup.com]
Sent: 9/2/2018 10:14:34 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan [jackson.ryan@epa.gov]
Subject: Re: Dunn

Will do!

On Sep 2, 2018, at 6:11 PM, Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan{@epa.gov> wrote:

Yes, definitely. And I appreciate that.

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
U.S EPA
' Ex. 6

On Sep 2, 2018, at 6:08 PM, Lynn L. Bergeson <lbergeson(@actagroup.com> wrote:

So would a letter from former ABA SEER chairs help? I can write tomorrow
On Sep 2, 2018, at 4:35 PM, Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan{@epa.gov> wrote:

Yes. Of course.

We have some outstanding endorsements for Alex bar association included, state directors of
both parties, others. Of course, as you well know this has nothing to do with her qualifications
and her confirmation will have nothing to do with her. I think what helps most is the kind of
outreach which gets Alex on the radar of leadership as someone which needs to be

prioritized. In the meantime, the endorsements and prep for the hearing is my priority and
negotiation for a vote comes shortly too.

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
U.S. EPA

Ex. 6

On Sep 1, 2018, at 10:17 AM, Lynn L. Bergeson <lbergeson@actagroup.com> wrote:
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Can [ help?

LYNN L. BERGESON

The Acta Group
2200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.-W. Suite 100W [Washington, D.C. 20037
' Ex. 6 {F: 202-557-3836 | Ex. 6 lacta group.com
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Message

From: Charles Brittingham [cbrittingham®@cassidy.com]
Sent: 8/20/2018 9:02:33 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan [jackson.ryan@epa.gov]

Subject: Re: What is the email for Wheeler's scheduler?

Thanks buddy. Appreciate you.

Charles

Sent from my iPhone

On Aug 20, 2018, at 12:01 PM, Jackson, Ryan <jacksorn.ryan@spa.gov> wrote:

Dickerson.paron@epa.pov

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff

On Aug 20, 2018, at 11:52 AM, Charles Brittingham <chrittingham&cassidv.com> wrote:

Thanks man

Charles Brittingham, li

Senior Vice President
Cassidy & Associates

Ex. 6
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Message

From: Womack, Todd (Corker) [Todd Womack@corker.senate.gov]
Sent: 8/3/2018 8:21:28 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan [jackson.ryan@epa.gov]

Subject: FW: Resume

Attachments: Hayly Humphreys' Resume.pdf

it was great to be with vou last week., Hope we can do it again very soon.

You mentioned you are looking for a scheduler. | am not quite ready to give her up, but despite that apprehension,
wanted to share the resume of my assistant and our assistant scheduler, Hayly Humphreys. She is great and would

definitely be worth a conversation.
Have a great weekend,

Todd

From: Humphreys, Hayly {Corker)

Sent: Thursday, July 26, 2018 11:59 AM

To: Womack, Todd {Corker) <Todd Womack@corker.senate.gov>
Subject: Resume

Hayly Humphreys

U.S. Senator Bob Corker (R-Tenn.)

(202) 224-3344

%ign up to receive email updates from Senator Corker.
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Hayly Humphreys

Ex. 6
EDUCATION FURMAN UNIVERSITY Greenville, SC
August 2010 - May 2014 Bachelor of Arts, Political Science
EXPERIENCE
United States Senate Washington, DC
Office of Senator Bob Corker (R-TN)
Assistant to the Chief of Staff January 2016- Present

* Serve as both the primary assistant to our Chief of Staff, and as deputy scheduler to
Senator Corker
*  Spearhead our annual three-day staff training exercise including logistics and flights for
over 60+ attendees
»  Set and coordinate all meetings for legislative staff members
* Select interns for the Senator’s personal office and the Senate Foreign Relations Committee
*  Supervise intern program, managing and training all interns for the Senator’s personal office
Healthcare Legislative Correspondent May 2015- December 2015
* Managed all constituent correspondence regarding domestic and global healthcare issues
»  Attended legislative briefings and hearings on behalf of the Senator
*  Worked with the Healthcare Legislative Assistant to draft policy memos and press releases
¢ Met with constituents on behalf of Senator Corker to better understand their concerns regarding
specific healthcare legislation
Constituent Services Representative June 2014 — May 2015
*  Oversaw and planned Washington, DC tour opportunities for Tennessee constituents
* Managed day-to-day operations of the front office
¢ Directed and coordinated Capitol events sponsored by Senator Corker’s office, working with U.S. Capitol
vendors and other Senate offices

*  Organized the senator’s weekly constituent breakfast
Intern Sumimer 2012
*  Provided Tennessee constituent tours of the Senate office buildings and the Capitol building
* Responded to constituent concerns and comments in the front office
«  Utilized Intranet Quorum to sort and track the Senator’s constituent correspondence
*  Conducted legislative research
* Attended hearings, meetings, and briefings on behalf of the legislative staff

Office of Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC) Greenville, SC

Intern Summer 2013
* Advocated on behalf of Senator Graham and South Carolina veterans to the Dept. of Veterans Affairs in
order to expedite disability claims

* Assisted in day-to-to management of Senator Graham’s Greenville district office

Bryce Corporation Memphis, TN
General Counsel Assistant Summer 2010 & Summer 2012
* Created an office organizational program to catalogue all corporation legal documents
*  Scheduled meetings and events for the legal team
« Reviewed job applications
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Message

From: Venuto, Sarah (Manchin) [Sarah_Venuto@manchin.senate.gov]
Sent: 8/1/2018 7:12:52 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan [jackson.ryan@epa.gov]

Subject: Re: Checking in

Thanks as always !

Sarah venuto

Senator Joe Manchin III

202.224.3954

Oon Aug 1, 2018, at 8:13 AM, Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov> wrote:

Not a problem.

an Jackson
jef of staff

>

>> On Aug 1, 2018, at 7:48 AM, Venuto, Sarah (Manchin) <«<Sarah_venuto@manchin.senate.gov> wrote:
>> Hey Ryah -

>> Hope you are doing well. Just wanted to check in - hoping to connect our bosses via phone sometime
soon for a quick call re good wishes on the new role, Minden and PFAS. Happy to chat to discuss
beforehand and hope we can get something on the calendar. Thanks as always!

>>

>>

>>

>> Sarah Venuto

>> Senator Joe Manchin III

>> 202.224.3954
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Message

From: Russell, Richard (EPW) [Richard_Russell@epw.senate.gov]
Sent: 7/31/2018 9:59:20 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan [jackson.ryan@epa.gov]

Subject: Re: RE:

Thanks

Richard Russell
Staff Director

Committee on Environment & Public Works

On Jul 31, 2018, at 5:58 PM, Jackson, Ryan <izckson.ryvaniepa.goy> wrote:

They are under the fiscal years.

From: Russell, Richard (EPW) [maiito:Richard Russell@epw. senate.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2018 5:44 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan <iackson.ryvan@@ena.gov>; Memmott, Justin (EPW)
<lustin Memmott@epw senate. gov>

Subject: RE:

Thanks. Do you have the numbers that go with the chart?

Richard M Russell

Staff Divector

Senrie Commitice on Envivorment and Public Works
202 224-6176

From: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.rvani@spa.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2018 5:41 PM

To: Russell, Richard (EPW) <Richard Russell@epw.senate.zov>; Memmott, Justin (EPW)
<lustin Memmoti@epw senale.gov>

Subject:

| thought you might be interested in the amount of FOIA’s EPA’s Office of the Administrator alone has
received.

Not air, water, land, general counsel, research and development, chemicals or other program
offices. Just the Office of the Administrator.

Ryan Jackson

Chief of Staff

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
.  Ex.6 |
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Message

From: LesStrang, Dave [Dave.LesStrang@mail.house.gov]
Sent: 8/13/2018 7:42:59 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan [jackson.ryan@epa.gov]

Subject: RE: Interior Appropriations

Sull unclear at this point who will be taking over my role. Hope to know soon. T'm happy for Tomasst but
sorty to see him go.

From: Jackson, Ryan [mailto:jackson.ryan@epa.gov]
Sent: Sunday, August 12, 2018 1:51 PM

To: LesStrang, Dave <Dave.LesStrang@mail.house.gov>
Subject: RE: Interior Appropriations

Oh man, it definitely goes fast. |1was at Inhofe’s office and EPW for 15 years and it feels like a couple. Please let me
know where you land, and if there’s anything | can do to help in the future.

Who will be taking over for you. Lots of changes in the approps world. Tomassi is heading out too.

From: LesStrang, Dave [mailto:Dave LesStrang@mail house.gov]
Sent: Sunday, August 12, 2018 1:12 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan <jgckson.ryvan@ena.gov>

Subject: Interior Appropriations

Hi Ryan-

I hope you're doing well and enjoying August. It looks like Administrator Wheeler has settled in and is doing
well which is great to see. Ihope and trust things have settled for you following this transition.

I wanted to let you know that I'm retiring from the House Appropriations Committee. After 30 years of
working in the House, including 14 vears for the Committee, it's time to begin a new chapter. : Ex. 6

Ex. 6

I'm grateful for our friendship and your support built over our time working together on EPA issues within the
Appropriations Committee. Please let me know if I can be helpful going forward.

I'will pass along my new contact information soon. In the meantime, my personal e-mail is
| Ex. 6 - Personal Email My new cell number is; Ex. 6

Thanks, Ryan. Ilook forward to staying in touch.
Best,
Dave

Dave LesStrang
House Committee on Appropriations
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Subcommittee on Interior, the Environment,
and Related Agencies
202-225-3081
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Message

From:
Sent:
To:

CcC:
Subject:

On Jul 31, 2018, at 5:41 PM, Jackson, Ryan <izckson.ryvaniepa.goy> wrote:

Wright, lennie (Inhofe) [Jennie_Wright@inhofe.senate.gov]
7/31/2018 9:56:29 PM

Jackson, Ryan [jackson.ryan@epa.gov]

Holland, Luke {Inhofe) [Luke_Holland@inhofe.senate.gov]
Re: FW:

| thought you might be interested in the amount of FOIA’s EPA’s Office of the Administrator alone has

received.

Not air, water, land, general counsel, research and development, chemicals or other program

offices. Just the Office of the Administrator. Nice chart.

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Ex. 6

<Graphic FOIA Requests Recieved FY15-17.png>
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Message

From: Rossi, Nick (Commerce) [Nick_Rossi@commerce.senate.gov]
Sent: 8/7/2018 8:20:15 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan [jackson.ryan@epa.gov]

Subject: Re:

Will do. Thanks

Sent from my iPhone

On Aug 7, 2018, at 12:29 PM, Jackson, Ryan <jackson.rvan@epa.gov> wrote:

Nick, big thanks. Got your message. Maybe it would be easiest to just have her email me or reach out

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Ex. 6
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Message

From: Lynn Deklevai Ex.6 - Personal Email |
Sent: 7/16/2018 5:06:47 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan [jackson.ryan@epa.gov]
Subject: Re:

Ryan

My schedule is relatively flexible this week except Tuesday Morning and Thursday until 3PM. Please let me know what is
best for your schedule and | will make myself available.

Regards

Lynn

Sent from my iPhone

On Jul 16, 2018, at 12:11 PM, Jackson, Ryan <jacksomnrvanilepa.gov> wrote:

Lynn, thank you for your patience with us getting back with you. Is there an opportunity to connect this
week to talk further? Much appreciated.

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

i Ex. 6
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Message

From: Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov]

Sent: 7/17/2018 11:24:58 PM

To: Eric Wolff [ewolff@politico.com]

CC: Jackson, Ryan [jackson.ryan@epa.gov]

Subject: Re: EPA chief of staff: Agency aims to clear FOIA backlog in “a few months”
Thank you.

On Jul 17, 2018, at 7:24 PM, Eric Wolff <ewolff@politico.com> wrote:

Hi

3

We’re fixing the story to address these concerns. I understood from our conversation that the
intent was to get caught up, and that’s why the lead sentence said “EPA hopes toi”. I felt that
captured what you were saying. As for the question of following an outcry, that got compressed
in editing but we’re addressing that as well.

Sorry for the confusion.

- Eric

On Tue, Jul 17, 2018 at 5:55 PM, Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov> wrote:

This article is not true. We did not initiate hiring new staffers due to some outcry. We started
hiring new staff, as I told, you prior to April. Three joined around April or later, and we are in
the process of hiring more. No outcry started this process. This is what we needed to do. That
was clearly explained to you. I also did not tell you that EPA is clearing our backlog in a few
months. 1said we were working to clear and respond to FOIA’s in the administrator’s office
within a few months we hope, but that while we receive 40-60 new FOIAs each week it may be
a challenge.

From: POLITICO Pro Energy Whiteboard [mailto: politicoemail@politicopro.com]
Sent: Tuesday, July 17, 2018 5:07 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>

Subject: EPA chief of staff: Agency aims to clear FOIA backlog in “a few months”

By Eric Wolff

07/17/2018 05:05 PM EDT
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EPA hopes to clear a backlog of requests for records from the administrator's office "within the
next few months," agency chief of staff Ryan Jackson told POLITICO today.

Following an outcry over unanswered Freedom of Information Act requests that grew under
former EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt, the agency has worked to streamline how it processes
requests and is in the process of hiring six to nine new staffers for its FOIA office, Jackson said
in a phone interview. He said the agency also faced a backlog dating back to the George W.
Bush administration.

"I believe that we have an organization in place now that will be able to response to these and
get the FOIA requests answered, get FOIA lawsuits settled and completed we hope," he said.

"What I mean is, 1) either entirely responded, or 2) be in the process of providing documents on
a rolling basis that the requester can expect on rely on," Jackson added.

EPA has seen jumps in both the number of requests and the number of lawsuits for failing to act
quickly. Rep. Elijah Cummings (D-Md.), the top Democrat on the House Oversight Committee,
last week demanded he be allowed to issue subpoenas due to abuses of FOIA.

In a response to Cummings sent Sunday, EPA principal deputy general counsel Kevin Minoli
told Cummings and Oversight Chairman Trey Gowdy the agency had been working to clear up
a long backlog of requests, including deploying a special team to help an overwhelmed staff in
the Office of Administrator to deal with the increase.

To view online:
hitps://subscriber politicopro.com/energy/whiteboard/2018/07/epa-chief-of-staff-agency-aims-
to-clear-foia-backlog-in-a-few-months-691906

Was this Pro content helpful? Tell us what you think in one click.

Yas, very Sornewhat Reutral Mot really Not at alf

You received this POLITICO Pro content because your customized settings include:
Energy: EPA. To change your alert settings, please go to
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/settings

This email was sent to jackson.ryan@epa.gov by: POLITICO, LLC 1000 Wilson Bivd.
Arlington, VA, 22209 USA
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Eric Wolff

Energy Reporter
POLITICO

: Ex. 6
ewolffl@politico.com

@ericwolff
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Message

From: Ron Ness [ronness@ndoil.org]

Sent: 7/11/2018 1:11:04 AM

To: Jackson, Ryan [jackson.ryan@epa.gov]
CC: Blu Hulsey [Blu.Hulsey@clr.com]
Subject: Re: Ron Ness

Absolutely

Sent from my iPhone

On Jul 10, 2018, at 7:28 PM, Jackson, Ryan <jackson.rvaniepa.gov> wrote:

Would 9am work?

From: Ron Ness [mailtoronness@ndoil.org]
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2018 6:52 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson ryan@epa.goy>
Cc: Blu Hulsey <Blu Hubsev@cdlr.com>
Subject: Re: Ron Ness

Thank Blu, | can make anytime tomorrow before 3 work.

Sent from my iPhone

On Jul 10, 2018, at 6:48 PM, Jackson, Ryan <jackson.rvan@epa.gov> wrote:

From: Blu Hulsey [riailto: Blu. Hulsey@clr.com]

Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2018 6:44 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan <iackson.ryan@ena.zov>; Ron Ness (ronness @ndoil.org)
<rpnness@ndoil.org>

Subject: Ron Ness

He’s also included on this email.
Thanks

<image001 png>
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Message

From: Bloomquist, Mike [Mike.Bloomgquist@mail.house.gov]

Sent: 3/20/2019 2:22:16 PM

To: Russell, Richard (EPW) [Richard_Russell@epw.senate.gov]

CC: Jackson, Ryan [jackson.ryan@epa.gov]; Martin, Mary [Mary.Martin@mail.house.gov]; Lesofski, Emy (Appropriations)

[Emy_Lesofski@appro.senate.gov]; Richmond, Kristin [Kristin.Richmond@mail.house.gov]; Lyons, Troy
[lyons.troy@epa.gov]
Subject: Re: EPA Administrator Wheeler's Wilson Center Remarks on Global Water Issues

Thanks Ryan.
Michael Bloomgquist
Staff Director

Committee on Energy and Commerce

On Mar 20, 2019, at 10:06 AM, Russell, Richard (EPW) <Richard Russell@epw.senate.gov> wrote:

Thanks

Richord M. Russell

Staff Dvirecior

Senate Commiiiee on Environment ond Public Works
202 224-6176

From: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, March 20, 2019 10:05 AM

To: Bloomquist, Mike <Mike.Bloomaquist@mail.house.gov>; Russell, Richard (EPW)

<Richard Russell@epw.senate.gov>; Martin, Mary <Mary.Martin@mail.house.gov>; Lesofski, Emy
(Appropriations) <Emy Lesofski@appro.senate.gov>; Kristin Richmond
{Kristin.Richmond®@mail.house.gov) <Kristin.Richmond@mail.house.gov>

Cc: Lyons, Troy <lyons.troy@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: EPA Administrator Wheeler's Wilson Center Remarks on Global Water Issues

| wanted you to have a copy of Administrator Wheeler’s remarks from this morning. This is an initiative
which he plans to refer to consistently.

In particular we are drawing particular attention to this argument: “As Administrator of the U.S. EPA, |
believe that water issues are the largest and most immediate environmental and public health issues
affecting the world right now... Right now, up to 2.5 billion people around the world lack access to safe
drinking water and, as a result, proper sanitation. This fact leads to anywhere from one to three million
deaths every year. And those most likely to die from a lack of safe drinking water are young children.
According to the United Nations, nearly a thousand children die every day due to preventable water and
sanitation-related diseases.”

We would be glad to provide additional background information on any stats of interest to you.
Thanks

Ryan.

From: EPA Press Office [mailto:press=epa.gov@cmail19.com] On Behalf Of EPA Press Office
Sent: Wednesday, March 20, 2019 8:50 AM
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To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>
Subject: EPA Administrator Wheeler's Wilson Center Remarks on Global Water Issues

EPA Administrator Wheeler's Wilson Center Remarks on
Global Water Issues

As prepared for delivery:

Thank you, Mike, for the introduction.

Good morning. It’s a pleasure to be with you today for this important event, and the
timing couldn’t be better with World Water Day on Friday.

It’s a privilege to be here with so many distinguished speakers and guests. Thank you all
for joining us.

| want to thank the Wilson Center for hosting us. And | want to recognize our colleagues
at the State Department, USAID, and the U.S. Water Partnership for all the hard work
that went into today’s event.

As Administrator of the U.S. EPA, | believe that water issues are the largest and most
immediate environmental and public health issues affecting the world right now.

By water issues, | mean, primarily, clean and safe drinking water, marine litter, and
water infrastructure.

Right now, up to 2.5 billion people around the world lack access to safe drinking water
and, as a result, proper sanitation. This fact leads to anywhere from one to three
million deaths every year.

And those most likely to die from a lack of safe drinking water are young children.
According to the United Nations, nearly a thousand children die every day due to

preventable water and sanitation-related diseases.

On the marine litter issue, billions of pounds of waste enter our oceans each year,
harming marine life and coastal economies.
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On infrastructure, we estimate that more than $700 billion dollars are needed to
modernize U.S. water infrastructure over the next 20 years. Much of the world faces
similar infrastructure challenges.

| am here today because | believe - and President Trump believes -that we must do
more to address these issues.

There will be some who say this all stems from climate change.

But the truth is that water challenges have been around for generations and are causing
immediate deaths annually.

Areas of the world have struggled with water availability for centuries, and these
struggles are due to access, geography, infrastructure, and technology - or the lack
thereof.

My frustration with the current dialogue around environmental issues is that water
issues often take a backseat. It’s time to change that.

We need to do something about the millions of people who die each year due to a lack
of clean water and sanitation. We need to do something about marine debris. And |
believe we can do this while still addressing other challenges that loom on the horizon.

As we speak, there are pilot projects around the world focused on water issues. We
need to get past small pilot projects to solving the problem for everyone. We need to
leverage our lessons learned, step up public and private investments, and provide more
effective financing and technical assistance abroad.

That is what | hope to initiate here today - and then work together to accomplish in the
months and years ahead.

Between the federal departments, NGOs, corporations, and international institutions
represented here today, we have the resources, technology, and expertise that many
nations so desperately need. But we need to raise public awareness and unite our
efforts in a manner that is effective and will stand the test of time.

In November 2017, the U.S. published its first-ever Global Water Strategy for this very
reason. The strategy lays out the U.S. government’s four key objectives:

1. <!-[if lsupportLists]--><!--[endif]-->Access to clean and safe drinking water and

sanitation services
2. <!--[if 'supportLists]--><!--[endif]-->>0und management and protection of freshwater

resources
3. <I--[if lsupportLists]--><!--[endif]-->Cooperation on shared waterways
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4. <\-[if !Suppormsts]__x!__[endif]__>Strengthening water sector governance and

financing

Of course, much of this work is a continuation of what we are already doing. The U.S.
remains one of the world’s largest donors in the water sector - investing in
infrastructure, technology, private sector engagement, and innovative financial
instruments to mobilize local capital.

We will continue to focus our efforts on countries and regions where needs and
opportunities are greatest - and where U.S. engagement can best protect our national
security interests. The difference is that we are elevating this work to address global
water security to a new level under President Trump.

I will explain how within the three areas of immediate concern: drinking water, marine
debris, and water infrastructure.

First, drinking water.

The foundation of water security is access to clean, reliable drinking water sources.
Here in the U.S., we have made tremendous progress on this front.

In the 1970s, more than 40 percent of our nation’s drinking water systems failed to
meet even the most basic health standards. Today, over 92 percent of community water
systems meet all health-based standards, all the time.

There are a variety of reasons for these gains. I’ll mention two that are particularly
relevant to today’s discussion.

First, forward-thinking lawmakers and private businesses understood that investments in
America’s water infrastructure would pay dividends for decades to come.

Second, our laws and regulations protect our water resources while recognizing the vital
role of states and the private sector.

Our federalist system is one of our strengths. Those closest to the situation are often
best suited to address it. While Washington is often better suited to conduct research,
establish standards, monitor progress, and intervene when the situation warrants. This
approach has served us well, and we continue to see progress.

For example, EPA provides targeted grants and technical assistance to the U.S.
territories of American Samoa, Guam, and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands. We work with our federal counterparts, utilities, and the Governors to monitor
drinking water and oversee waste management.

Our multi-faceted, multi-layered approach is working. Between 2003 and 2017, the
percentage of people in the U.S. Pacific islands receiving safe water increased from 39
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percent to 82 percent. Health-based violations that were common fifteen years ago
have become a rarity.

We are committed to sharing this type of progress with developing nations throughout
the world.

For example, EPA and USAID joined forces to develop the Drinking Water Laboratory
Capacity Building Program in West Africa. This program helps provide clean drinking
water in urban areas by building the capacity of labs for sampling, analysis, and quality
assurance. EPA provides the technical assistance and know-how, while USAID provides
the funding and on-the-ground presence.

The project launched in Ghana and sparked a new focus on water quality across the
country, including the development of a Quality Assurance Manual, which will improve
water quality for over 500,000 consumers. This manual is now being used as a model for
other labs in the region. And labs in Ghana have already used this knowledge to mentor
labs in Nigeria.

We are excited about the progress of this program and believe it holds potential for
other areas around the world.

Here in the U.S., we are blessed with an abundance of waterways scattered across our
landscape. However, in parts of the American West, we still face water shortages.
These problems are typical to many other arid climates around the world. And as
populations and industries expand, this problem is reaching more communities. Droughts
also pose a serious threat.

We are working to get ahead of these issues and provide water security for generations
to come.

Just last month, we announced that EPA will lead the development of a national Water
Reuse Action Plan. From recycling treated wastewater to finding new applications for
water produced from oil and gas extraction, there is innovative work happening across
the water sector. We want to accelerate that work through coordinated federal
leadership. Our Water Reuse Action Plan is the first initiative of this magnitude that is
coordinated across the water sector.

The next dimension of our water challenges is protecting our cceans, bays, rivers, and
watersheds. That brings me to the issue of marine litter, which has become a topic of
global concern.

Before we dive into the specifics, we must provide some important context. Every year,
an estimated 11 to 28 billion pounds of waste ends up in the ocean. And nearly 60
percent of it comes from six Asian nations. Most of the trash that ends up in the ocean
originates on land. Approximately 80 percent of ocean trash comes from land-based
sources, including plastics.
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To be most effective, we must address the problem before it gets to our oceans. This
means improving waste management and recycling. The U.S. is taking a leadership role
in these areas.

At EPA, we held our first-ever Recycling Summit this past November. The summit
brought together leaders from all levels of the recycling value chain to discuss ways we
can strengthen the recycling industry and markets. We will reconvene the Summit this
year and assess our progress.

I’m also proud to report that EPA and the U.S. Trade Representative led the U.S.
negotiating team for the environmental chapter of the USMCA - the new NAFTA - which
contains the most comprehensive set of enforceable environmental obligations of any
trade agreement to date, including first-time provisions to address marine litter and
debris.

One of EPA’s key programs in this space is our Trash Free Waters program. We work
directly with states, municipalities, and businesses to reduce litter, prevent trash from
entering waterways, and capture trash that is already in our waters.

For example, we are directly supporting the instillation of trash traps in the Mobile Bay
estuary. We also track and measure the effectives of other trash mitigation techniques
and compile them in a compendium of Great Practices.

One of the more cost-effective solutions is a litter trap installed on a tributary to the
Anacostia River, not far from here. One of the most innovative examples is the world’s
first-ever solar-powered trash water wheel, which was created and installed in
Baltimore’s Inner Harbor. Between May 2014 and June 2015, the Water Wheel collected
278 tons of trash.

We’ve taken what we’ve learned through the Trash Free Waters program and expanded
it to communities in Central America, the Caribbean, and South America.

In Panama, we helped stakeholders install the country’s first-ever trash boom to control
the flow of trash in a highly polluted Panama City river before it reaches the ocean.

In Jamaica, we joined stakeholders together with Peace Corps Jamaica and the Sandals
Foundation to improve solid waste management practices. As a result, we helped the
Sandals Foundation establish a program for better waste collection and separation.

Similarly, we helped the government of Peru expand the number of communities that

collect and separate recyclable materials. We also assisted local governments in
identifying and removing waste “hotspots” in and around waterways.
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Looking ahead, we will focus on expanding these efforts with our European and
Japanese counterparts to the six Asian countries that contribute nearly 60 percent of
the world’s marine waste.

This summer, we are slated to finalize a new partnership with the State Department to
help Sri Lanka improve its waste management. EPA will provide technical assistance to
develop a comprehensive solid waste management program that will prevent land-based
sources of trash from reaching the ocean. When | travel to the G7 in France and the G20
in Japan, | will make marine litter a top priority.

Let’s move on to the third and final area: water infrastructure

The unfortunate reality is that many projects around the world never get off the ground
due to a lack of funding - not a lack of ambition or necessity. Due to budget realities
and the scale of our challenges, we’ve had to develop creative ways to finance these
projects and modernize our nation’s water infrastructure.

My Agency oversees the implementation of the Water Infrastructure Finance and
Innovation Act (WIFIA), which established a federal credit program to accelerate
investment in water infrastructure. We provide borrowers long-term, low-cost
supplemental loans, which are not readily available in capital markets.

To date, we have issued seven loans through the WIFIA program totaling over $1.8
billion dollars. Combined, these projects will help finance over $3.8 billion dollars in
infrastructure investments while creating over 6,000 jobs.

This is just the beginning. This past year, we invited an additional 39 projects across the
nation to apply for WIFIA loans that would help finance over $10 billion dollars in water
infrastructure and create up to 183,000 jobs.

WIFIA could be the ideal model for other nations or international institutions, like the
U.N., or the World Bank, to use to advance major water projects.

There are also examples of innovative financing for environmental projects in the
private sector, such as Circulate Capital.

Nine large companies, including Proctor & Gamble, PepsiCo, 3M and Coca-Cola, have
committed between five and ten million dollars each to provide no- and low-interest
loans to cities and companies to build and scale recycling infrastructure and sustainable
manufacturing technologies. They also launched an initiative to prevent marine

litter. They aim to raise $150 million dollars to fund waste infrastructure solutions in
Southeast Asia. We are ready and willing to assist these efforts.

ED_002480_00068851-00007



Across the government and across the globe, there is tremendous work being done. My
hope today is to draw more attention to it and to bolster it. But my ultimate goal is to
see us move from a patchwork of pilot projects to comprehensive solutions.

This will take time, but it can be done. The U.S. is living and breathing proof.

In less than a century, we transformed our rivers, bays, and oceans from dumping
grounds to meccas of tourism and economic activity. And today, the science and
systems behind our drinking water can - and should - serve as a model for other
countries.

Millions around the world are suffering from a lack of clean water. | believe - as does
President Trump - that they deserve our immediate attention.

It is our hope that we can elevate these issues to global priority and generate the
urgency and unity needed to address them.

Thank you for your time, thank you for your attention, and | look forward to working
with you to advance global water security.

<l--[if lvml]--><image002.png><!--[endif]-->
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Message

From: Brian Phillipsi Ex. 6 - Personal Email i
Sent: 5/29/2018 10:30:46 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan [jackson.ryan@epa.gov]
Subject: Re:

Ryan - sorry for the late reply. Today was kinda swamped with catch up. Will try you in about an hour and am
available all night. Tomorrow will be fairly free too. Talk soon.

On Tue, May 29, 2018 at 1:10 PM, Jackson, Ryan <jackson.rvan{@epa.gov> wrote:

Brian, I wanted to reach you when you have a moment. : Ex. 6 ;
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Message

From: Martin, Mary [Mary.Martin@mail.house.gov]

Sent: 3/20/2019 2:47:02 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan [jackson.ryan@epa.gov]

Subject: RE: EPA Administrator Wheeler's Wilson Center Remarks on Global Water Issues
Thanks, RJ!

From: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, March 20, 2019 10:05 AM

To: Bloomquist, Mike <Mike.Bloomquist@mail.house.gov>; Russell, Richard (EPW) <Richard_Russell@epw.senate.gov>;
Martin, Mary <Mary.Martin@mail.house.gov>; Emy_Lesofski@appro.senate.gov; Richmond, Kristin
<Kristin.Richmond@mail.house.gov>

Cc: Lyons, Troy <lyons.troy@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: EPA Administrator Wheeler's Wilson Center Remarks on Global Water Issues

| wanted you to have a copy of Administrator Wheeler’'s remarks from this morning. This is an initiative which he plans
to refer to consistently.

In particular we are drawing particular attention to this argument: “As Administrator of the U.S. EPA, | believe that water
issues are the largest and most immediate environmental and public health issues affecting the world right now... Right
now, up to 2.5 billion people around the world lack access to safe drinking water and, as a result, proper sanitation. This
fact leads to anywhere from one to three million deaths every year. And those most likely to die from a lack of safe
drinking water are young children. According to the United Nations, nearly a thousand children die every day due to
preventable water and sanitation-related diseases.”

We would be glad to provide additional background information on any stats of interest to you.
Thanks

Ryan.

From: EPA Press Office [mailto:press=epa.gov@cmail19.com] On Behalf Of EPA Press Office
Sent: Wednesday, March 20, 2019 8:50 AM

To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>

Subject: EPA Administrator Wheeler's Wilson Center Remarks on Global Water Issues
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EPA Administrator Wheeler's Wilson Center Remarks on
Global Water Issues

As prepared for delivery:
Thank you, Mike, for the introduction.

Good morning. It’s a pleasure to be with you today for this important event, and the
timing couldn’t be better with World Water Day on Friday.

it’s a privilege to be here with so many distinguished speakers and guests. Thank you all
for joining us.
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I want to thank the Wilson Center for hosting us. And | want to recognize our colleagues
at the State Department, USAID, and the U.S. Water Partnership for all the hard work
that went into today’s event.

As Administrator of the U.S. EPA, | believe that water issues are the largest and most
immediate environmental and public health issues affecting the world right now.

By water issues, | mean, primarily, clean and safe drinking water, marine litter, and
water infrastructure.

Right now, up to 2.5 billion people around the world lack access to safe drinking water
and, as a result, proper sanitation. This fact leads to anywhere from one to three million
deaths every year.

And those most likely to die from a lack of safe drinking water are young children.
According to the United Nations, nearly a thousand children die every day due to
preventable water and sanitation-related diseases.

On the marine litter issue, billions of pounds of waste enter our oceans each year,
harming marine life and coastal economies.

On infrastructure, we estimate that more than $700 billion dollars are needed to
modernize U.S. water infrastructure over the next 20 years. Much of the world faces
similar infrastructure challenges.

| am here today because | believe - and President Trump believes -that we must do more
to address these issues.

There will be some who say this all stems from climate change.

But the truth is that water challenges have been around for generations and are causing
immediate deaths annually.

Areas of the world have struggled with water availability for centuries, and these
struggles are due to access, geography, infrastructure, and technology - or the lack
thereof.

My frustration with the current dialogue around environmental issues is that water issues
often take a backseat. It’s time to change that.

We need to do something about the millions of people who die each year due to a lack

of clean water and sanitation. We need to do something about marine debris. And |
believe we can do this while still addressing other challenges that lcom on the horizon.
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As we speak, there are pilot projects around the world focused on water issues. We need
to get past small pilot projects to solving the problem for everyone. We need to
leverage our lessons learned, step up public and private investments, and provide more
effective financing and technical assistance abroad.

That is what | hope to initiate here today - and then work together to accomplish in the
months and years ahead.

Between the federal departments, NGOs, corporations, and international institutions
represented here today, we have the resources, technology, and expertise that many
nations so desperately need. But we need to raise public awareness and unite our efforts
in a manner that is effective and will stand the test of time.

In November 2017, the U.S. published its first-ever Global Water Strategy for this very
reason. The strategy lays out the U.S. government’s four key objectives:

Access to clean and safe drinking water and sanitation services
Sound management and protection of freshwater resources
Cooperation on shared waterways

Strengthening water sector governance and financing

Hw N =

Of course, much of this work is a continuation of what we are already doing. The U.S.
remains one of the world’s largest donors in the water sector - investing in
infrastructure, technology, private sector engagement, and innovative financial
instruments to mobilize local capital.

We will continue to focus our efforts on countries and regions where needs and
opportunities are greatest - and where U.S. engagement can best protect our national
security interests. The difference is that we are elevating this work tc address global
water security to a new level under President Trump.

I will explain how within the three areas of immediate concern: drinking water, marine
debris, and water infrastructure.

First, drinking water.

The foundation of water security is access to clean, reliable drinking water sources.
Here in the U.S., we have made tremendous progress on this front.

In the 1970s, more than 40 percent of our nation’s drinking water systems failed to meet
even the most basic health standards. Today, over 92 percent of community water

systems meet all health-based standards, all the time.

There are a variety of reasons for these gains. I’ll mention two that are particularly
relevant to today’s discussion.
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First, forward-thinking lawmakers and private businesses understood that investments in
America’s water infrastructure would pay dividends for decades to come.

Second, our laws and regulations protect our water resources while recognizing the vital
role of states and the private sector.

Our federalist system is one of our strengths. Those closest to the situation are often
best suited to address it. While Washington is often better suited to conduct research,
establish standards, monitor progress, and intervene when the situation warrants. This
approach has served us well, and we continue to see progress.

For example, EPA provides targeted grants and technical assistance to the U.S.
territories of American Samoa, Guam, and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands. We work with our federal counterparts, utilities, and the Governors to monitor
drinking water and oversee waste management.

Our multi-faceted, multi-layered approach is working. Between 2003 and 2017, the
percentage of people in the U.S. Pacific islands receiving safe water increased from 39
percent to 82 percent. Health-based violations that were common fifteen years ago have
become a rarity.

We are committed to sharing this type of progress with developing nations throughout
the world.

For example, EPA and USAID joined forces to develop the Drinking Water Laboratory
Capacity Building Program in West Africa. This program helps provide clean drinking
water in urban areas by building the capacity of labs for sampling, analysis, and quality
assurance. EPA provides the technical assistance and know-how, while USAID provides
the funding and on-the-ground presence.

The project launched in Ghana and sparked a new focus on water quality across the
country, including the development of a Quality Assurance Manual, which will improve
water quality for over 500,000 consumers. This manual is now being used as a model for
other labs in the region. And labs in Ghana have already used this knowledge to mentor
labs in Nigeria.

We are excited about the progress of this program and believe it holds potential for
other areas around the world.

Here in the U.S., we are blessed with an abundance of waterways scattered across our
landscape. However, in parts of the American West, we still face water shortages. These
problems are typical to many other arid climates around the world. And as populations
and industries expand, this problem is reaching more communities. Droughts also pose a
serious threat.
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We are working to get ahead of these issues and provide water security for generations
to come.

Just last month, we announced that EPA will lead the development of a national Water
Reuse Action Plan. From recycling treated wastewater to finding new applications for
water produced from oil and gas extraction, there is innovative work happening across
the water sector. We want to accelerate that work through coordinated federal
leadership. Qur Water Reuse Action Plan is the first initiative of this magnitude that is
coordinated across the water sector.

The next dimension of our water challenges is protecting our oceans, bays, rivers, and
watersheds. That brings me to the issue of marine litter, which has become a topic of
global concern.

Before we dive into the specifics, we must provide some important context. Every year,
an estimated 11 to 28 billion pounds of waste ends up in the ocean. And nearly 60
percent of it comes from six Asian nations. Most of the trash that ends up in the ocean
originates on land. Approximately 80 percent of ocean trash comes from land-based
sources, including plastics.

To be most effective, we must address the problem before it gets to our oceans. This
means improving waste management and recycling. The U.S. is taking a leadership role
in these areas.

At EPA, we held our first-ever Recycling Summit this past November. The summit
brought together leaders from all levels of the recycling value chain to discuss ways we
can strengthen the recycling industry and markets. We will reconvene the Summit this
year and assess our progress.

i’m also proud to report that EPA and the U.S. Trade Representative led the U.S.
negotiating team for the environmental chapter of the USMCA - the new NAFTA - which
contains the most comprehensive set of enforceable environmental obligations of any
trade agreement to date, including first-time provisions to address marine litter and
debris.

One of EPA’s key programs in this space is our Trash Free Waters program. We work
directly with states, municipalities, and businesses to reduce litter, prevent trash from
entering waterways, and capture trash that is already in our waters.

For example, we are directly supporting the instillation of trash traps in the Mobile Bay
estuary. We also track and measure the effectives of other trash mitigation techniques

and compile them in a compendium of Great Practices.

One of the more cost-effective solutions is a litter trap installed on a tributary to the
Anacostia River, not far from here. One of the most innovative examples is the world’s
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first-ever solar-powered trash water wheel, which was created and installed in
Baltimore’s Inner Harbor. Between May 2014 and June 2015, the Water Wheel collected
278 tons of trash.

We’ve taken what we’ve learned through the Trash Free Waters program and expanded
it to communities in Central America, the Caribbean, and South America.

in Panama, we helped stakeholders install the country’s first-ever trash boom to control
the flow of trash in a highly polluted Panama City river before it reaches the ccean.

In Jamaica, we joined stakeholders together with Peace Corps Jamaica and the Sandals
Foundation to improve solid waste management practices. As a result, we helped the
Sandals Foundation establish a program for better waste collection and separation.

Similarly, we helped the government of Peru expand the number of communities that
collect and separate recyclable materials. We also assisted local governments in
identifying and removing waste “hotspots” in and around waterways.

Looking ahead, we will focus on expanding these efforts with our European and Japanese
counterparts to the six Asian countries that contribute nearly 60 percent of the world’s
marine waste.

This summer, we are slated to finalize a new partnership with the State Department to
help Sri Lanka improve its waste management. EPA will provide technical assistance to
develop a comprehensive solid waste management program that will prevent land-based
sources of trash from reaching the ocean. When | travel to the G7 in France and the G20
in Japan, | will make marine litter a top priority.

Let’s move on to the third and final area: water infrastructure

The unfortunate reality is that many projects around the world never get off the ground
due to a lack of funding - not a lack of ambition or necessity. Due to budget realities
and the scale of our challenges, we’ve had to develop creative ways to finance these
projects and modernize our nation’s water infrastructure.

My Agency oversees the implementation of the Water Infrastructure Finance and
Innovation Act (WIFIA), which established a federal credit program to accelerate
investment in water infrastructure. We provide borrowers long-term, low-cost
supplemental loans, which are not readily available in capital markets.

To date, we have issued seven loans through the WIFIA program totaling over $1.8 billion

dollars. Combined, these projects will help finance over $3.8 billion dollars in
infrastructure investments while creating over 6,000 jobs.
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This is just the beginning. This past year, we invited an additional 39 projects across the
nation to apply for WIFIA loans that would help finance over $10 billion dollars in water
infrastructure and create up to 183,000 jobs.

WIFIA could be the ideal model for other nations or international institutions, like the
U.N., or the World Bank, to use to advance major water projects.

There are also examples of innovative financing for environmental projects in the
private sector, such as Circulate Capital.

Nine large companies, including Proctor & Gamble, PepsiCo, 3M and Coca-Cola, have
committed between five and ten million dollars each to provide no- and low-interest
loans to cities and companies to build and scale recycling infrastructure and sustainable
manufacturing technologies. They also launched an initiative to prevent marine

litter. They aim to raise $150 million dollars to fund waste infrastructure solutions in
Southeast Asia. We are ready and willing to assist these efforts.

Across the government and across the globe, there is tremendous work being done. My
hope today is to draw more attention to it and to bolster it. But my ultimate goal is to
see us move from a patchwork of pilot projects to comprehensive solutions.

This will take time, but it can be done. The U.S. is living and breathing proof.

In less than a century, we transformed our rivers, bays, and oceans from dumping
grounds to meccas of tourism and economic activity. And today, the science and systems
behind our drinking water can - and should - serve as a model for other countries.

Millions around the world are suffering from a lack of clean water. | believe - as does
President Trump - that they deserve our immediate attention.

It is our hope that we can elevate these issues to global priority and generate the
urgency and unity needed to address them.

Thank you for your time, thank you for your attention, and | look forward to working
with you to advance global water security.
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Message

From: Joanna Slaney [jslaney@edf.org]

Sent: 5/10/2018 4:44:29 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan [jackson.ryan@epa.gov]

Subject: RE: RELEASE: Carper Statement on EPA’s Actions on Methylene Chloride

Thanks. | meant to send you ours, as well. Here’s the link.

From: Jackson, Ryan [mailto:jackson.ryan@epa.gov]

Sent: Thursday, May 10, 2018 11:40 AM

To: Joanna Slaney <jslaney@edf.org>

Subject: FW: RELEASE: Carper Statement on EPA’s Actions on Methylene Chloride

From: Freedhoff, Michal (EPW) [mailto:Michal Freedholf@epw senate gov]
Sent: Thursday, May 10, 2018 11:37 AM

To: Jackson, Ryan <jgckson. ryan@ispa.go>

Subject: FW: RELEASE: Carper Statement on EPA’s Actions on Methylene Chloride

FOR RELEASE: May 10, 2018
CONTACT: Christine Brennan — {202} 224-8832

Carper Statement on EPA’s Actions on Methylene Chloride

WASHINGTON, DC — Today, U.S. Senator Tom Carper (D-Del.), top Democrat on the Environment and Public
Works (EPW) Committee, released the following statement regarding the Environmental Protection Agency’s
(EPA) announced upcoming actions on methylene chloride, a dangerous chemical found in paint strippers.
Following the 2016 enactment of reforms to the Toxic Substances and Control Act (TSCA), EEPA proposed bans
on some uses of three chemicals under the new law, including methylene chloride. In January 2018, Senator
Carper guestioned Administrator Pruitt about the agency’s delay in finalizing a ban on the deadly chemical that
has killed dozens of people.

“The long overdue TSCA reforms that Congress passed in 2016 sought to protect millions of Americans from
some of the most dangerous chemicals known to man. Too often, these chemicals were lurking in common
household products that could easily be purchased at a local hardware store, including paint strippers that
contain potentially lethal methylene chloride. Passing the law was a historic step, but the new law is only useful
if the agency responsible for enforcing it is doing so diligently.
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“Today’s announcement that EPA intends to finalize a ban on methylene chloride — a chemical so dangerous
that it has killed dozens of people even when they were wearing protective gear — is welcome news, especially
after the agency previously delayed finalization of this proposed ban indefinitely. I am also encouraged that the
agency 1s relying on previous risk assessments that clearly and scientifically showed just how threatening
products containing methylene chloride could be to people’s health and safety. However, just like a law doesn’t
mean much if it is not enforced, intentions to finalize a ban on a deadly chemical don’t mean much if that
chemical stays on the shelves.

“While today’s news is a positive sign that EPA 1s moving in the right direction, I would urge the agency to

work expeditiously to finalize and implement a ban on methylene chloride in order to get dangerous products
off the market once and for all.”

Hit#

This e-mail and any attachments may contain confidential and privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail,
delete this e-mail and destroy any copies. Any dissemination or use of this information by a person other than the intended recipient is unauthorized and may be illegal.
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Message

From: Helland, Luke (Inhofe) [Luke_Holland@inhofe.senate.gov]
Sent: 5/29/2018 3:58:37 AM

To: Jackson, Ryan [jackson.ryan@epa.gov]

cC: Price, Wendi {Inhofe) [Wendi_Price@inhofe.senate.gov]
Subject: Re:

Yea. That’d be fun

Sent from my iPhone

> On May 28, 2018, at 5:31 PM, Jackscn, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov> wrote:
>

> You think Jim would want to meet us for lunch or dinner so he can give it to him?
>

>

>

>

>

>

>

> Ryan Jackson

> Chief of staff

> U.S, EPA

S

>

\%

>> On May 28, 2018, at 10:27 AM, Holland, Luke (Inhofe) <Luke_Holland@inhofe.senate.gov> wrote:
>> Yea. We also got Andy the vote ticker.

>> Sent from my iPhone

>>

>>> On May 28, 2018, at 4:53 PM, Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov> wrote:
>>>

>>> Could I get one of these for Holly Greaves and Andy?

>>>

>>> <IMG_0040.3PG>

>>>

>>>

>>>

>>>

>>>

>>>

>>>

>>>

>>> Ryan Jackson

>>> Chief of staff

>>> 1 Ex. 6 i
222 bt
>
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC8BD60-JACKSON, RY]
Sent: 4/5/2019 10:26:59 AM

To: Lesofski, Emy {(Appropriations) [Emy_Lesofski@appro.senate.gov]
CC: Agnew, Lucas (Appropriations) [Lucas_Agnew@appro.senate.gov]; Lyons, Troy [lyons.troy@epa.gov]
Subject: Re: RE:

well it's just the other issues require state actions and SIPS and getting them approved but this issue is
just ridiculous.

And to have to wait any length of time to get it resolved is crazy because the lengths that NMFS goes to
to argue worries on sea lions not hunting anymore and other arguments unless fish guts are pureed has
been the heights of being jerked around by disconnected bureaucrats.

Ryan Jackson
Chief of staff

> On Apr 4, 2019, at 10:26 PM, Lesofski, Emy (Appropriations) <Emy_Lesofski@appro.senate.gov> wrote:
>

> Hi, Ryan, sorry for the delay. we’re chasing down good information on the onshore issue. We're more

dialed in on offshore issue and are very grateful for all of your help. we’ll be in touch.

> Thanks,

> Emy.

>

>> On Apr 3, 2019, at 2:40 PM, Jacksen, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov> wrote:

>>

>> All, actually the rule referenced this morning as coming out in April has already been proposed per my
Tast email. However, I was unaware of an on shore permitting problem. <Can I get a quick description of
that to ensure we are addressing it?

>>

>> ~—mm—- original Message-----

>> From: Jackson, Ryan

>> Sent: Thursday, March 28, 2019 12:27 PM

>> To: 'Lesofski, Emy (Appropriations)' <Emy_Lesofski@appro.senate.gov>; 'lucas_agnew@appro.senate.gov'
<lucas_agnew@appro.senate.gov>

>> Cc: Lyons, Troy <lyons.troy@epa.gov>

>> Subject: RE:

>>

>> In short, consistent with the FYl8 omnibus recommending that EPA exempt vessels from the fish grinding
requirement and consistent with what Senator Murkowski as been asking for, for the last two years I've
worked here, our EPA Region 10 has finished ESA consultation with both the National Marine Fisheries
Service and the Fish and wildlife Service regarding Endangered Species Act obligations. In full
disclosure, NMFS has indicated they do not concur with a not likely to adversely affect determination so
there's two parts to the new permit. EPA published a draft general permit for public review on March 25,
2019, with a 45-day public comment period. The comment periocd closes on May 9, 2019. The draft permit
will allow for discharge of fish processing waste without grinding for all vessels outside of Steller Sea
Lion critical habitat areas. Wwithin Steller Sea Lion critical habitat, grinding is proposed for large
processing vessels that discharge more than 10 million pounds per annual reporting year. The greater
than 10 million pounds per year discharge level will exempt the small- to medium-sized vessels and, in
particular, the freezer long-liner vessels, from the grinding requirement in all waters, including within
the Steller Sea Lion critical habitat. Wwe anticipate continued discussions with NMFS, but also
anticipate finalizing this permit following the comment period.

>>

>> ——--= Ooriginal Message-----

>> From: Lesofski, Emy (Appropriations) <Emy_Lesofski@appro.senate.gov>

>> Sent: Tuesday, March 26, 2019 12:21 PM

>> To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>

>> Cc: Lyons, Troy <lyons.troy@epa.gov>

>> Subject: RE:

>>

>> Thanks, Ryan--I appreciate it a ton! And, more specifics would be great.
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>>
>> Hope you are well!

>> Emy.

>>

>> ~—mm—- original Message-----

>> From: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>

>> Sent: Tuesday, March 26, 2019 12:17 PM

>> To: Lesofski, Emy (Appropriations) <Emy_Lesofski@appro.senate.gov>

>> Cc: Lyons, Troy <lyons.troy@epa.gov>

>> Subject:

>>

>> Emy, I wanted to ensure you were aware that EPA and NOAA placed a notice in the federal register
yesterday taking comment on excluding fish grinding requirements. I have more specifics which I can
forward in an attachment.

>>

>> Literally, for EPA I apologize this has been so delayed over such matters.

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>> Ryan Jackson

>> Chief of staff

>> U.S5. EPA

>> i Ex.6 |

>>
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

Sent: 9/24/2018 2:26:41 PM

To: richard_russell@epw.senate.gov; matt_leggett@epw.senate.gov

Subject: Fwd: OGE sent its letter to the Senate this morning

Attachments: Dunn, Alexandra Dapolito final senateltr2.pdf; ATTO0001.htm

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Fugh, Justina" <Fugh.lustina@epa.govw>

Date: September 24, 2018 at 9:31:09 AM EDT

To: "Jackson, Ryan" <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>, "Lyons, Troy" <lyons.troy@ena.sov>
Cc: "Dunn, Alexandra” <dunn.alexandra@ena.govw>

Subject: OGE sent its letter to the Senate this morning

See attached.

Justing Fugh | Director, Bthics Low Office | Office of Sereral Counsal | US EPA | Mol Code 23114 | Boom
4308 Morth, William Jefferson Clinton Federal Building | Washington, DO 20480 {for ground deliveries, use
SO004 for the zip code) | phone 202-864-1786 | fax 202-564-1772
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UNITED STATES OFFICE OF
GOVERNMENT ETHICS
e

September 21, 2018

The Honorable John Barrasso

Chairman

Committee on Environment and
Public Works

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

In accordance with the Ethics in Government Act of 1978, I enclose a copy of the
financial disclosure report filed by Alexandra Dapolito Dunn, who has been nominated by
President Trump for the position of Assistant Administrator, Office of Chemical Safety and
Pollution Prevention, Environmental Protection Agency.

We have reviewed the report and have obtained advice from the agency concerning any
possible conflict in light of its functions and the nominee’s proposed duties. Also enclosed is an
ethics agreement outlining the actions that the nominee will undertake to avoid conflicts of
interest. Unless a date for compliance is indicated in the ethics agreement, the nominee must
fully comply within three months of confirmation with any action specified in the ethics
agreement.

Based thereon, we believe that this nominee is in compliance with applicable laws and
regulations governing conflicts of interest.

PRESS BEFORE SIGNING

Sincerely,
Digitally signed by DAVID

DAVID APOL 352}12018.09.21 16:41:31

-04'00"
David J. Apol

(General Counsel

Enclosures

1201 NEW YORK AVE NW-SUITE 500 - WASHINGTON DC 20005
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC8BD60-JACKSON, RY]
Sent: 9/28/2018 1:38:42 PM

To: mjoselow@eenews.net; sreilly@eenews.net
CC: Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov]
Subject: Newest mural

Attachments: WLWHFifth Floor.jpg

We liked your graphic so much that we are looking to redecorate the 5% floor.

Thanks.

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

Sent: 10/2/2018 2:19:47 PM

To: luke_holland@inhofe.senate.gov; jennie_wright@inhofe.senate.gov; amanda_hall@inhofe.senate.gov

WSJ: A New Cost-Benefit Regulation Test
https://www.ws].com/articles/a-new-cost-benefit-regulation-test-1538436507
By The Editorial Board- Oct. 1, 2018 7:28 p.m. ET

The Trump EPA wants to stop the agency’s ‘co-benefits’ trick.

The Obama Environmental Protection Agency forced dozens of coal plants into premature
retirement with its mercury rule that was belatedly struck down by the Supreme Court. While
those plants can’t be restored, the Trump EPA is at long last reinstating more rigorous cost-
benefit analysis to its rule-making.

As is its wont, the Obama EPA bent the law to its political agenda by mandating in 2012 that
coal plants apply stringent mercury emissions controls. Section 112 of the Clean Air Act
provides that the EPA may regulate “hazardous air pollutants” such as mercury from power
plants “if the Administrator finds such a regulation is appropriate and necessary.”

But EPA failed to consider the cost of regulating mercury to determine whether doing so would
be appropriate. EPA estimated that its mercury rule would cost consumers and the electric
industry $9.6 billion annually—among the most expensive rules in the Federal Register—only
after finalizing regulations.

The agency also calculated that the mercury rule would yield only $4 million to $6 million
annually in direct benefits. But the agency puffed up the figures to $37 billion to $90 billion by
claiming “co-benefits” from cutting emissions of particulate matter and sulfur dioxide, which are
not regulated under Section 112’°s “hazardous air pollutants” program.

In Michigan v. EPA (2015), Justice Antonin Scalia concluded that it is not “even rational, never
mind ‘appropriate,” to impose billions of dollars in economic costs in return for a few dollars in
health or environmental benefits.” He added that “even if the Agency could have considered
ancillary benefits when deciding whether regulation is appropriate and necessary—a point we
need not address—it plainly did not do so” until later.

The Court’s decision was moot since most utilities had already decided to close or spend
hundreds of millions of dollars to refurbish coal plants to comply. Amid plunging natural gas
prices, the cost of emissions controls has rendered coal less competitive. Loath to admit legal
defeat, the Obama EPA in 2016 reaffirmed the rule with some modest technical changes and
asserted that regulating mercury was “appropriate” based on its rigged cost-benefit analysis.

Enter the Trump EPA, which is now redoing the mercury rule and reviewing how the agency

calculates co-benefits. Utilities have told the agency not to bother since $18 billion has already
been spent to comply with the rule, and it’s too late to restore decommissioned plants. They
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appear worried that state regulators will forbid them from billing customers for the “compliance
costs” if the rule 1s rolled back.

But as utilities noted in a letter this summer to EPA, public utility commissions “still are in the
process of reviewing the cost of these controls for inclusion in rates.” This means utilities could
plead their case to regulators. And EPA’s cost-benefit shenanigans deserve to be exposed and
corrected in any case.

During both the Bush and Obama Administrations, the EPA used “co-benefits” to justify costly
rules, many of which otherwise wouldn’t pass a basic cost-benefit test. This has appeared to
cause co-benefits to be double- or even triple-counted in rule-makings.

Cost-benefit analyses are intended to help agencies prioritize and rationalize regulation, but
including puffed up co-benefits negates this purpose and is neither rational nor appropriate.

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
U.S. EPA

Ex. 6
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

Sent: 9/28/2018 2:42:57 AM

To: Alex Guillen [aguillen@politico.com]

Subject: Re: Re-orgs

How many PBs have these staff lived through? Year in and year out. That’s disingenuous of them. You know that.

We are in the process of shaping a great EPA  Republicans care that operations work well and are lasting. That’s what
we are doing.

I can get with you more tomorrow.

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff

On Sep 27, 2018, at 7:26 PM, Alex Guillen <gguillen@politico.com> wrote:

Thanks for the detailed response, | appreciate it. Is any of it useable? We’re running a section in ME on
this that contains the official statement from ORD/the press shop, but what you say here provides some
more insights into what’s going on.

A few follow-up questions.

Your point about people being set in their ways is well taken, we’re all prone to that. But one thing
we’ve heard even from folks who think these re-orgs are good overall is that they’'re wary because this
administration wants to significantly cut the agency’s budget and shrink the workforce. That leads to
many people worrying that these changes are another way to pursue that agenda. Do you want to say
anything that would assure them these changes don’t mean job losses or silencing of experts?

Similarly, we are hearing folks worried that the science adviser change signals a sidelining of science
since it comes amid the science transparency rulemaking, advisory board membership changes and
changes to the grant process. Can you comment on what this OSA change does or doesn't signal about
the importance of science to EPA leadership?

On the OARM-OEI merger, you mentioned many state counterparts handle their budgets as well. Are
there plans to merge those two offices with Holly Greaves' CFO office? And is the new office actually
called the Office of Mission Support or was that just you describing it?

What’s going on with the Office of Children's Health Protection? A regional reorgnization plan we saw

last week showed regional children's health coordinators being eliminated. And nobody seems to know
why Ruth Etzel was placed on leave. Is it similar to what happened with Joel Scheraga’s climate
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adaptation team, where the specific office is being dissolved and the employees moved elsewhere but
still working on similar issues? Or is OCHP staying as is and getting a new boss?

For longer term, | would love to speak to Henry Darwin about all this — this stuff is his specialty.
Besides, there’s at least two more years for you guys to improve operations, there must be more in the
pipeline. | know he’s got a lot on his plate these days but this is all still his purview.

From: Jackson, Ryan <jzclkson.rvan@epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, September 27, 2018 6:32 PM
To: Alex Guillen <aguillen®@politico.com>
Subject: RE: Re-orgs

So the explanation on the ORD work is: EPA’s Office of Research and Development career leadership
developed a plan to combine offices with similar functions in order to reduce redundancies in ORD
operations. ORD is now in the process of briefing the Administrator on those plans and held a town hall
in September to announce the result of their work and proposed plan to staff. One of the suggestions
was combining the Office of Science Advisor with the Office of Science Policy, currently two separate
offices within the ORD structure. The fact of the matter is that the Senate confirmed Assistant
Administrator for ORD has customarily served as the EPA Science Advisor which will continue to be the
case.

That’s simply it. On the OARM and OEl, every state DEQ or DEP in the country not only has IT and HR
and resources management in the same office, they usually include budget and other responsibilities
too. We are consolidating to a new office of mission support to provide support in one office for the
agency. | can provide our career HR and IT heads to provide more career perspective on this if you'd
like. This is the first we are being asked about it.

Finally, the regional plans are well overdue. The regional offices in no way reflect each other or HQ. The
public needs to know where to go for resources, information, and EPA services. Programs are not being
eliminated, but a common organization helps internally and externally and modernizes how we do our
jobs and approach the situations we need to work on. Simply doing things the way they have always
been done programmatically is not a good reason to continue to do it that way. | am happy to respond
to direct questions about it, but how it silos engineers from enforcement lawyers makes no sense, isn't
part of any plan, and in any organization there are always people or simply want to do things the way
it’s always been done. There are also a number of people in any federal agency who want to work on
whatever they want to work on regardless of its relevance to the rest of the agency because it’s their
fiefdom. We aren’t interested in that.

So, | can help put you in contact with the best people here to answer your questions. We have an
incredible team here. Where would you like to start?

From: Alex Guillen [mailto:asuillen®politico.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 27, 2018 6:05 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson ryan@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Re-orgs

There's the proposal to merge the Office of Science Advisor into ORD; the proposal to merge the Office
of Administration and Resources Management and the Office of Environmental Information; and the
recent re-org plan for all the regional offices. On that last one, I've heard concerns from employees that
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it could silo engineering and scientific experts away from enforcement lawyers, making it more difficult
to coordinate work. That's at least three re-organization plans.

From: Jackson, Ryan <jzclkson.rvan@epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, September 27, 2018 5:53 PM
To: Alex Guillen <aguillen®@politico.come>
Subject: Re: Re-orgs

What are all the reorgs you speak of?

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff

On Sep 27, 2018, at 4:50 PM, Alex Guillen <gguillen@politico.com> wrote:

Hi Ryan,

Are you available to talk tonight or tomorrow about all these re-org plans, even off the
record? There’s a lot of confusion and panicking among employees both about their jobs
and that this is going to silence or handcuff their work.

Thanks,

Alex Guillen | Energy Reporter | POLITICOPRO

1000 Wilson Boulevard, 8t Floor | Arlington, VA 22209

i Ex. 6 i

Email: aguiilen@politico.com | Twitter: @alexcguillen | Website: wwew POLITICOPro.com
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC8BD60-JACKSON, RY]
Sent: 9/27/2018 7:41:12 PM

To: Repko, Mary Frances (EPW) [mary_frances_repko@epw.senate.gov]
CC: Freedhoff, Michal (EPW) [Michal_Freedhoff@epw.senate.gov]; Lyons, Troy [lyons.troy@epa.gov]
Subject: RE: Chad Mcintosh

Attachments: Response to Senator Carper about OITA operations 092718.pdf

| expect to have revisions to the letter from OW very soon.

From: Repko, Mary Frances (EPW) [mailto:mary_frances_repko@epw.senate.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, September 26, 2018 2:01 PM

To: lackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>

Cc: Freedhoff, Michal (EPW) <Michal_Freedhoff@epw.senate.gov>; Lyons, Troy <lyons.troy@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: Chad Mclintosh

Thanks RJ,

We appreciate your work on this.
-MF

Mary Frances Repko

Minority Staff Director

U.S. Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works

On Sep 26, 2018, at 2:00 PM, Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryvan@ena.gov> wrote:

Got it. All over this. Thanks for the response.

From: Freedhoff, Michal (EPW) [mailto:Michal Freedholi@epw. senate.sov]

Sent: Wednesday, September 26, 2018 1:40 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.rvanfena zov>; Repko, Mary Frances (EPW)

<mary frances repko@epw.senate.gov>

Cc: Lyons, Troy <lyvons. trovi@ena.cov>; Freedhoff, Michal (EPW) <Michal Freedhofl@epw . sengte gow>
Subject: RE: Chad Mcintosh

Ryan:
Thanks very much for this. Here is what we think we need to resolve this and move forward.

1. Aletter committing to do the following:
a. Annual tribal consultations in each region
b. Participation in annual tribal meetings such as the National Congress of American
Indians annual conference
c. Hire a Native American special advisor

2. The draft letter on drinking water technical assistance you sent is helpful, but as drafted, does
not address Congress’s underlying concern, which is that the technical assistance is not being

ED_002480_00079712-00001



provided in the manner viewed by the states to be the most helpful {which is onsite rather than
more remote webinars etc). Could information be added to the letter that includes:

a. Where and in what format is onsite technical assistance/onsite technicians/circuit
riders being provided?

b. The letter states that EPA understand the challenges small systems face and goes on
to say that it considered input from communities on the type of assistance that
would be most effective.

i. When, how and from who was this input collected?
ii. What did these participants indicate in terms of what type of assistance is
preferred?

c. How will EPA make sure providing onsite technical assistance is a priority for the
awardees of the grants?

Thanks again

Michal

Michal Tlang Freedhotf, Ph.D.
Director of Oversight
Committee on Environment and Public Works Democratic Staff

From: Jackson, Ryan <jzclkson.rvan@epa.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, September 19, 2018 8:23 AM

To: Repko, Mary Frances (EPW) <mary_frances repko@spw senate.gov>; Freedhoff, Michal (EPW)
<Michal Freedhoff@epwsenaie gov>

Cc: Lyons, Troy <lyons.troy@epa. sov>

Subject: Chad Mcintosh

Good morning from Halifax where part of the G7’s focus is on marine litter. Administrator Wheeler will
cite to a number of things the US is doing to address that but will reference the Save Our Seas Act as an
upcoming new step in that work. We'll highlight his remarks on social media too for the Committee and
Senators Whitehouse and Sullivan.

So last we spoke, we discussed pathways ahead to confirm Peter Wright and Chad Mcintosh. Taking it
one step at a time, the items we discussed for Chad were addressing the Senators’ letter concerning the
implementation of the S. 611, the Grassroots Rural and Small Community Water Systems Assistance Act,
now Public Law 114-98, authored by Senators Wicker and Cardin, Chad’s plan to meet with tribes, and
the status of STAG grants and funding for tribes.

e Attached is a DRAFT version of a response to the Senators concerning the implementation of the
Grassroots legislation outlining how grants were awarded with an emphasis on on-site technical
assistance and circuit riders as referenced in the legislation. Itis draft because | want to ensure
I’'m outlining everything done to date, the amounts awarded and to what organization, and see
if this answers questions about its implementation.

e Attached is also a historical breakdown of grants awarded to states and tribes including grants
awarded to states and tribes to date this year. This information is from OARM’s Office of Grants
and Debarment current as of last week.

e Finally, we talked about Chad’s commitment to meet with tribes. He fully expects to fulfill that
role. Before joining EPA and upon retiring from Ford, Ex. 6
Ex. 6
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plan if conflrmed sufflce? | can get that, but it may take another couple of weeks | think.

Those were the three elements that | believed were necessary to get Chad hotlined through the
Democratic cloakroom and on an upcoming list of nominees which could be confirmed by consent. Of
course, Chad has already been hotlined through the Republican cloakroom.

Will you review the attached and let me know if adding a letter from Chad to Senator Carper about his
outreach to tribes if confirmed works to get him hotlined and confirmed by consent?

Thanks,

Ryan.

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Ex. 6
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, DO 20480

QFFICE OF THE
AOVINISTRATOR

The Honorable John Barrasso
The Honorable Thomas K. Carper
The United Stutes Senate
Washington, DU 20310

Prear Senator Barrasso and Senator Carper:

}am honored and humbled by vour consideration of my nomination for Assistant Admimistrator
of the Office of International and Tribal Alfairs at the Environmental Protection Agency {EPA)
Pwould Hike to present 10 you my plan for reaching out 1o and engaging with the Tribal Nations
should 1 be confirmed,

The Otfice of International and Tribal Aflairs (OITA) plays a crucial role In protecting buman
health and the environment in Indian country. EFA s Policy for the Administration of
Envirenmental Programs on Indian Reservations {1984 EPA Indian Policy) provides the
framework for EPA s relationship with federally recognized Indian tribes (iribes) and identifies
the mechanisms EPA will use to implement environmental programs in Indian country under
federal environmental laws, Within this framework, T will focus on the following three aress.

EPA Divect Implementation: Unless and until a tribal government has assumed full
responsibility for a delegable federal environmental program, it is the EPA s responsibility to
inplement the program in Indian country. This is a very serious and special responsibility. Most
tribes do not have the resources to carry out these programs that protect their health and the
environment. The states, with all of their resources, largely carry out these responsibilities for

the rest of the Uniited States. 1 will work collaborativel v o with EPAs offices, regions and the
tribes to implement these important programs.

Tribal Capacity Building: EPA provides financial and technical gssistance to fribes to estabhish
envirommental program capacity. OITA coordinates across EPA s national programs to ensure
eftective delivery of EPA tribal capacity butlding programs, OUTA also administers the largest of
these EPA programs, the Indian Environmental (.;mwm% Assistance Program (GAP), which more
than 300 federallv-recognized tribes rely on to improve environmental outeomes for thar
communities. As the lead for GAPR, L will work collaboratively with EPA ¢ offices and regions 1o

internat &ddress (URLY « hitp e epa goy
Beoyciedfenyclatde » Ponted with Yepaths OF Based inkis on Resyoied Paper (Minimum 254 Postaonsurean
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support strong national program management practices 1o produce compelling results that align
with EPA’s statutory authorities and support tribal management of environmental programs.

Tribal Consultation: EPA’s Policy on Consultation and Coordination with Indian Tribes
{Consultation Policy) has greatly increased the transparency of EPA’s work in Indian country
and provided valuable information and nsight for the tribes into BPA activities and decisions
that affect them. If confirmed, 1 will commit to continue improving the effectiveness with which
the Consultation Policy is adnunistered across EPA regions and headguarters offices.

¥ confirmed, I will commit to working directly with the National Tribal Caveus (NTC) a
rational body of tribal advisors who focus primarily on identifying and addressing national,
cross-media and emerging tribal envivonmental issues. T will commit to meeting with the NTC
on at feast an annual basis. In practice, discussions will likely occur on a monthly basis, 1 will
commit o meeting with the entire National Tribal Operations Commitice on an annual basis.

In addition to regular discussions with the NTC, if confirmed. 1 also look forward to the
opportunity o engage offen and effectively with tribal representatives from across the country,
such as the Governor of the Peeblo of Santa Clara and Tribal Council, representatives of the Nez
Perce Tribe, and tribal organizations and associstions, such as the Alagks Native Vi iHage
{ooperation Association. In addition, ] commit to meeting with each of the Regional Tribal
Operations Committes (RTOC) at least on an annual basis with my EPA regional counierparts,
and commit to participating in key tribal meetings such as the National Congress of American
Indians Annual Convention.

Should 1 be confirmed, [ will enhance the strength of Tribal representation within EPA by hiring
a member of a federally recognized tribe to be the Director of the American Indian
Environmental Office within the Office of International and Tribal Affairs,
"E"ha.n}»; you again for the opporfunity to discuss my proposed areas of focus and engagements if
snfirmed as the Assistant Administrator for the Office of International and Tribal Affairs. |
’méw it of utmost importance for the Office of International and Tribal Affairs to be a strong
voice for the environmental interests of the Tribes. T am looking forward o working
government-to-government with our tribal pariners in protecting the environment and public
health in Indlan country,

Sincerely,

0 MYl O PE, ey

WO, Meintosh
sentor Counsel 1o the Administrator
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC8BD60-JACKSON, RY]
Sent: 9/23/2018 9:35:42 PM

To: Holland, Luke {Inhofe) [Luke_Heolland@inhofe.senate.gov]; jennie_wright@inhofe.senate.gov;
amanda_hall@inhofe.senate.gov
Subject: Wednesday's hearing at EPW

Attachments: G7 Innovation Challenge FINAL.PDF

So you know if you plan to attend. This was Wheeler’s first international meeting and one of the results was US
participation in the innovation challenge. Of course, there were other competing agreements pushed by other countries
including the host country, Canada. One particular agreement both Japan and the US could not agree to joining. But the
attached was agreed to by all countries after a negotiation on the language and is something this ACC, TNC, and the
Oceans Conservancy are participating in and making a priority for their organizations.

From: Jackson, Ryan

Sent: Sunday, September 23, 2018 5:32 PM

To: 'Russell, Richard (EPW)' <Richard_Russell@epw.senate.gov>; Lyons, Troy <lyons.troy@epa.gov>; Palich, Christian
<palich.christian@epa.gov>

Subject: Wednesday's hearing at EPW

Administrator Wheeler just returned from the environmental minister’s G7 in Halifax, Nova Scotia where the US left
supporting the negotiated and attached innovation challenge. The EPA invited ACC, TNC, and the Oceans Conservancy
to participate with us and contribute to the innovation challenge. Representatives of each organization attended,
participated, and met with Wheeler during the trip. Wheeler also took the opportunity in the general session to
mention a number of ways the US and US industry and NGQOs are working to address marine litter including new focus
specifically from the Save Qur Seas Act by Senators Sullivan and Whitehouse making its way through Congress
presently.

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Ex. 6 i
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G7 INNOVATION CHALLENGE TO ADDRESS MARINE PLASTIC LITTER

Plastics are one of the most revolutionary inventions of the past century and play an important role in our economy
and daily lives. They are used in almost everything from cars, appliances and construction to packaging and food
services, because they are low cost, durable and versatile. This Challenge provides an opportunity to spur innovation
while promoting both environmental well-being and economic prosperity. The Challenge will also help retain the
significant value, resources and energy lost in plastic waste, as well as minimize threats to the environment.

All countries face difficulties in addressing marine plastic pollution. G7 members are well positioned to share their
expertise and promote innovations that can be used elsewhere, including among countries that are large sources of
marine plastic litter. This G7 challenge is designed to stimulate innovations, raise awareness of how to address
marine plastic litter or facilitate much needed improvements to the management of plastic, especially plastic waste,
in developing countries. Scalable solutions are needed to foster a more sustainable use of plastic products and
reduce plastic waste and marine plastic pollution including technological and social innovations in plastics design
and production, use, reuse, as well as management of plastic waste.

G7 members are part of a larger global community committed to addressing marine plastic pollution. We
acknowledge the essential role that the private sector, innovators and entrepreneurs play in developing innovative
alternatives and solutions for increasing resource efficiency and circular economy in the use of plastics and plastic
products by using their expertise, knowledge, and relationships.

‘Innovation challenges’ are a recognized and effective mechanism by which solutions can be developed and
implemented in an economically viable way, as well be responsive to countries’ needs and target recipients.

While respecting each participating member’s expertise and reflecting national priorities, G7 members commit to
undertake international and/or domestic initiatives, individually or jointly, in support of a common objective to
promote innovation in addressing marine plastic pollution by managing plastics more sustainably throughout the
whole life-cycle. G7 plastic initiatives will respond to varied individual country needs accordingly. For example,
domestic initiatives could focus on plastic design or recycling questions in accordance with national needs, while
international efforts could respond to the need for support in improving waste management systems or creation of
secondary markets. (G7 members commit to sharing information their activities in support of this Challenge through
the G7 Alliance on Resource Efficiency.

In implementing the Challenge, G7 initiatives will aim to:
o Leverage, build on, and complement existing initiatives throughout the plastics lifecycle.

o Leverage the strength of a diversity of expertise, including entrepreneurs, innovators, small to medium
enterprises, researchers, not for profit organizations, and/or large multi-national companies.

e Support gender equality, women’s empowerment and women’s leadership.

ED_002480_00079754-00001



e Encourage innovative solutions that are sustainable, feasible, lasting, economically viable, and scalable
(scaling up of an existing initiative; or developing new initiatives that can be scaled up through mechanisms
such as blended finance) as well as reflect local and regional circumstances and gender dimensions.

e Develop and maximize effective relationships by leveraging implementation mechanisms including
international financial institutions such as the World Bank, Inter-American Development Bank, and Asian
Development Bank, as well as pursuing alternative approaches including philanthropic foundations.

The overall objective of the Challenge is to incentivize the development of innovative social or technological
solutions for a more sustainable management of plastics throughout their lifecycle in order to increase resource
efficiency and to reduce marine plastic pollution including by finding innovative ways to enhance waste
management of plastics that may become marine litter. More specific objectives to encourage innovation could

include:

- Product Design and Waste Prevention:

O

Developing new product designs and management processes to increase resource efficiency and the
durability, reusability and recyclability of plastic products, in particular those that are not currently
recycled.

Supporting technologies for repair, refurbishment and remanufacturing of plastic products.

Developing processes to incorporate recycled content in local manufacturing processes and products to
create markets for collected and recycled materials.

Developing and using more sustainable plastics and environmentally sound alternatives within a context
of science-based and lifecycle decision-making and in consideration of environment, social and
economic factors. For those G7 Members that choose to do so, single-use plastics may be an area of
focus.

Developing solutions that reduce microplastics in products and reduce by design, to the extent possible,
unintentional release of microplastics by wear and tear of products during their use.

Improving production processes to minimize loss of plastic materials, including pellets and maximize
resource efficiency in the use of the materials.

- Waste and Wastewater Management and Clean-up:

O

Supporting major source countries to manage waste (e.g. collection, sorting, treatment, recovery,
refurbishment and recycling, disposal, infrastructure, legal frameworks) in a manner that is cost-effective
and transferable in order to prevent plastics from entering the environment.

Developing new cost-effective technologies and infrastructure to collect, recycle and treat plastic waste,
including mobile and small scale technologies.

Promoting technologies to improve collection and facilitate recycling or recovery of single-use plastics.
Using technology to make it easier for remote and small island developing states to prevent and manage
plastic waste.

Developing new and utilizing existing technologies and processes to prevent plastic litter and
microplastics entering water bodies through improved storm water and waste water management,
effectively cleaning-up marine plastic litter from waterways and shorelines in an environmentally sound

manner.
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o Strengthening measures to prevent plastics entering the sea from fishing (including ghost gear) and
shipping, and to ensure adequate reception facilities in ports to collect and manage the waste from ships
and facility users (including passively fished waste and old/derelict fishing gear).

o Creating new technologies and processes or improving existing technology to recycle mixed plastic
wastes.

o Developing cost-effective processes to reduce contamination during the collection and recycling process.

- Markets, education and awareness:

o Developing business models and approaches to establishing new markets and value for used and recycled
plastics to achieve environmental, social and economic benefits, including supporting local entrepreneurs
in major marine plastics source countries.

Supporting the development of markets for recycled plastics through greater use of secondary plastics

into finished products.

o Creating innovative partnerships along the plastic value-chain to reduce plastic waste and plastic pellets
losses.

O

o Supporting community-based approaches to changing behaviours towards reducing, reusing plastics, or
recycling plastic wastes.

o Supporting plastic waste mitigation approaches through socially innovative solutions (e.g. education,
innovative alliances, relationships, connectors, enabling conditions, etc.).

o Supporting local and indigenous solutions and initiatives of women and youth, that can be leveraged to
support plastic waste mitigation approaches.

o Forging public-private partnerships to improve plastic waste management in major marine plastics
source countries.

o Developing, harmonizing, and sharing methodologies for monitoring and assessing marine litter and

microplastics, including their amount and distribution, as well as related environmental and human health
impacts.

Examples of Implementation Mechanisms

e Public-private partnerships (domestic and international).

e Domestic mechanisms within each G7 member.

e Multilateral organizations efforts such as World Bank Problue — new umbrella multi-donor trust fund in
support of the Bank’s Global Blue Economy Strategy through consultations with their governing bodies.

e Third party organizations —external private organizations who leads leveraged, incentivized prize
competitions with ambitious goals, that target market failures, that can be won by small groups and
ultimately that is achievable.
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

Sent: 9/27/2018 7:35:17 PM

To: Ari Natter [anatter5@bloomberg.net]

Subject: RE: Can you say if this EE story about science advisors office is true?

On the record.

If the NYT prints anything different they are choosing to lie.

From: Ari Natter (BLOOMBERG/ NEWSROOM:) [mailto:anatter5@bloomberg.net]
Sent: Thursday, September 27, 2018 3:34 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Can you say if this EE story about science advisors office is true?

Thank you sir. Is that on the record, or do you prefer background?

Ari Natter
Reporter
. Bloomberg News

Ex. 6

| @AriNatter
Stories: bloom bg/Z2mBBEZI

From: jackson.ryan@epa.gov At: 09/27/18 15:32:51

To: Ari Natter (BLOCMBERG/ NEWSROOM: )

Subject: RE: Can you say if this EE story about science advisors office is
true?

Not at all. EPA’s Office of Research and Development career leadership developed a
plan to combine offices with similar functions in order to reduce redundancies in ORD
operations. ORD is now in the process of briefing the Administrator on those plans and
held a town hall in September to announce the result of their work and proposed plan to
staff. One of the suggestions was combining the Office of Science Advisor with the
Office of Science Policy, currently two separate offices within the ORD structure. The
fact of the matter is that the Senate confirmed Assistant Administrator for ORD has
customarily served as the EPA Science Advisor which will continue to be the case.

From: Ari Natter (BLOOMBERG/ NEWSROOM:) [mailto:anatter5@bloomberg.net]
Sent: Thursday, September 27, 2018 3:28 PM
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To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryvan@epa.gov>
Subject: Can you say if this EE story about science advisors office is true?

See below. | think NYT has a story out too. Thanks man!

EPA is reshuffling its science, human resources and regional offices, leaving staffers
worried about the quality of the agency's work and about their careers.

Top EPA officials yesterday informed staff that they plan to eliminate the agency's
science adviser's office and merge those positions into a division within EPA's larger
science shop, the Office of Research and Development, according to an employee who
attended the meeting. EPA is also planning to combine its human resources office with
its information technology division, sources told E&E News.

Art Natter
Reporter
Bloomberg News

Ex. 6

@AriNatter
Stories: bloom . bg/zmBBEZI

From: jackson.ryan@epa.gov At: 08/14/18 11:17:57

To: Ari Natter (BLOOMBERG,/ NEWSROOM: )
Subject: Re: you around?

Let me check and get back with you.

Ryan Jackson
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Chief of Staff

U.S. EPA

Ex. 6

On Aug 14, 2018, at 11:17 AM, Ari Natter (BLOOMBERG/ NEWSROOM:)
<anatterb@bloomberg.net> wrote:

Wednesday evening or sometime during the day Thursday.
That work?

Art Natter
Reporter
Bloomberg News

Ex. 6

@AriNatter
Stories: bloom bg/Z2mBBEZI

From: jackson.ryan@epa.gov At: 08/14/18
11:14:40

To: Ari Natter (BLOOMBERG/ NEWSROOM: )
Subject: Re: you around?

Sure. When works for you?

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff

U.S. EPA
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Ex. 6

On Aug 14, 2018, at 10:33 AM, Ari Natter
(BLOOMBERG/ NEWSROOM:)
<anatterb@bloomberg.net> wrote:

Hey man --

Just sent you a text too...Any
chance your around this week
and have time for a quick meet
up”?

Thank you sir!

From: Ari Natter
(RLOOMBERG,/ NEWSROOM:)
At: 06/06/18 17:27:29

To: jackson.ryan@epa.gov
Subject: What's up with
this?
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

Sent: 9/18/2018 12:59:28 AM

To: Holland, Luke {Inhofe) [Luke_Holland@inhofe.senate.gov]

Subject: Re: FUDS/CERCLA Draft Legislation

Big thanks. We'll work on

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff

On Sep 17, 2018, at 8:43 PM, Holland, Luke {Inhofe) <luke Holland@inhofe senats.gov> wrote:

Literally just got this. Haven't looked at it.

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Wright, Jennie (Inhofe)" <Jennis Wright@inhofe senate.pov>
Date: September 17, 2018 at 7:42:43 PM EDT

To: "Holland, Luke (Inhofe)" <Luke Holland@inhofe senate.gov>
Subject: Fwd: FUDS/CERCLA Draft Legislation

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Davis, Kevin (SLC)" <Kevin Davis@sicsenale gov>

Date: September 17, 2018 at 4:17:15 PM EDT

To: "Wright, Jennie (Inhofe)" <lennie Wright@inhole senats.gov>
Cc: "Mazzone, Mark (SLC)" <Mark Marzzonefisic senats pov>
Subject: FW: FUDS/CERCLA Draft Legislation

Jennie,

I've attached a discussion draft of the requested legislation
(DAV18F77). Mark Mazzone, an environmental drafter in our office,
worked on the CERCLA portion of the bill.

Let me or Mark know if you have any questions or need anything
further.
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Thanks,
Kevin (4-6461)

<DAVI18F77.docx>
<DAVI8F77.pdf>
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC8BD60-JACKSON, RY]
Sent: 9/21/2018 7:29:40 PM

To: Sara Decker [Sara.Decker@walmart.com]

CC: Bennett, Tate [Bennett.Tate@epa.gov]; Cook, Steven [cook.steven@epa.gov]; Peter Wright (wright.peter@epa.gov)
[wright.peter@epa.gov]

Subject: RE: Recycling summit - November?

Well, we do have some items working and plan to highlight recycling day in November. Tate, Peter, and Steven in our
OLEM and outreach offices are the best contacts to get that information. I've cc’d them on this to be helpful on
this. Eager to work with Walmart on this.

From: Sara Decker [mailto:Sara.Decker@walmart.com]
Sent: Friday, September 21, 2018 2:49 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>

Subject: Recycling summit - November?

Hi friend!
Hope you are well! Long time no talk!

Understand that you and Wheeler met with a few of my colleagues at G7 this week and mentioned a November summit
on recycling that we may be interested in participating in. Do you have details you can share or, alternatively, who on
your end can provide me with more information?

Either way, have a good weekend! | would say we should catch up soon but you seem like the busiest man on the
planet...

S

Sara Decker
Director, Federal Government Affairs

Walmart = Save money. Uve batter,

Ex. 6

Sara.Decker@walmart.com
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

Sent: 9/14/2018 11:06:00 PM

To: Niemeyer, Lucian L Il HON OSD OQUSD ATL (US) [lucian.l.niemeyer.civ@mail.mil]

What is the Virginia site where we are going to start helping DOD on FUDS? Did this get discussed at the meeting at EPA
HQ this past week with my guys?

Ryan Jackson

Chief of Staff

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
EX. 6 i
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

Sent: 9/10/2018 5:43:24 PM

To: lucian.l.niemeyer.civ@mail.mil

Can I connect with you before thurs meeting?

I have gooed info on the ten years.

Ryan Jackson
Chief of staff
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC8BD60-JACKSON, RY]
Sent: 9/19/2018 12:22:49 PM

To: Repko, Mary Frances (EPW) [mary_frances_repko@epw.senate.gov]; Freedhoff, Michal (EPW)
[Michal_Freedhoff@epw.senate.gov]

CC: Lyons, Troy [lyons.troy@epa.gov]

Subject: Chad Mcintosh

Attachments: States and Tribes without Approp Types FY2009 - 2018 as_of 9.14.2018 .pdf; EPA Grants Data FY 2009 through
2018 provided to States and Tribes.pdf; image2018-09-18-151304.pdf

Good morning from Halifax where part of the G7’s focus is on marine litter. Administrator Wheeler will cite to a number
of things the US is doing to address that but will reference the Save Our Seas Act as an upcoming new step in that
work. We'll highlight his remarks on social media too for the Committee and Senators Whitehouse and Sullivan.

So last we spoke, we discussed pathways ahead to confirm Peter Wright and Chad Mcintosh. Taking itone step ata
time, the items we discussed for Chad were addressing the Senators’ letter concerning the implementation of the S. 611,
the Grassroots Rural and Small Community Water Systems Assistance Act, now Public Law 114-98, authored by Senators
Wicker and Cardin, Chad’s plan to meet with tribes, and the status of STAG grants and funding for tribes.

e Attached is a DRAFT version of a response to the Senators concerning the implementation of the Grassroots
legislation outlining how grants were awarded with an emphasis on on-site technical assistance and circuit riders
as referenced in the legislation. It is draft because | want to ensure I'm outlining everything done to date, the
amounts awarded and to what organization, and see if this answers questions about its implementation.

e Attached is also a historical breakdown of grants awarded to states and tribes including grants awarded to states
and tribes to date this year. This information is from OARM'’s Office of Grants and Debarment current as of last
week.

e Finally, we talked about Chad’s commitment to meet with tribes. He fully expects to fulfill that role. Before
Jommg EPA and upon retiring from Ford, Ex. 6 i
i Ex. 6 i However, when he returns would a
letter from him to Senator Carper describing his plan if confirmed suffice? | can get that, but it may take another
couple of weeks | think.

Those were the three elements that | believed were necessary to get Chad hotlined through the Democratic cloakroom
and on an upcoming list of nominees which could be confirmed by consent. Of course, Chad has already been hotlined
through the Republican cloakroom.

Will you review the attached and let me know if adding a letter from Chad to Senator Carper about his outreach to tribes
if confirmed works to get him hotlined and confirmed by consent?

Thanks,

Ryan.

Ryan Jackson

Chief of Staff

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
EX. 6
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Grant Obligations to States, State IHEs and Tribes Only by Approp

FY2009 - 9/14/2018

Sum of Amount

Column Labels

Environmental Inland Oil
Energy R&D |Program & Spill Rereg. & Exped. |Science and State and Tribal
Row Labels No year c/o |Management Programs |Lust Proc. Rev Fund Technology Assistance Grants Superfund Grand Total
Indian Tribe
2009 $2,077,151 $2,689,418 $132,656,262 $2,164,531 $139 587,362
2010 $15,132,299 $3,161,872 $140,837,453 $4,968,447 $164,100,071
2011 $16,735,441 $3,270,916 $235,517 $153,891,420 $2,105,039 $176,238,333
2012 $10,301,394 $3,045,185 $148,322,437 $6,064,730 $167,733,746
2013 $9,725,508 $2,579,293 $138,411,539 $3,992,824 $154,709,164
2014 $8,012,073 $2,260,184 $1,725,585 $140,265,224 $3,986,805 $156,249 871
2015 $7,142 407 $1,818,078 $100,000 $142,941,111 $8,893,750 $160,895 346
2016 $11,088,283 $2,150,797 $125,000 $145,238,043 $13,545,844 $172,147,967
2017 $10,821,726 $1,782,375 $142,561,349 $13,976,605 $169,142,055
2018 $7,725,760 $1,492,000 $85,338,141 $9,549,230 $104,105,131
Indian Tribe Total $98,762,042 $24,250,118 $2,186,102 $1,370,462,979 $69,247 805 $1,564,909,046
State
2009 $29,615,257 $282,618,420 $791,478 $8,481,385,787 $157,368,740 $8,951,779,682
2010 $86,422,707 $107,025,886 $1,270,830 $3,721,095,450 $80,925,990 $3,996,740,863
2011 $90,887,178 | $30,000 $104,308,282 $224,969 $409,506 $3,881,897,489 $72,916,900 $4,150,674,324
2012 $71,356,317 $90,913,342 $195 $260,904 $3,809,464,059 $76,858,368 $4,048,853,185
2013 $62,753,741 $97,958,232 $195,000 $130,000 $3,116,398,970 $78,606,892 $3,356,042 835
2014 $73,754,253 $79,862,281 $195,000 $3,848,622,614 $63,770,836 34,067,204 984
2015 $86,864,686 $80,016,778 $194,876 $130,000 $3,145,718,994 $66,671,184 $3,379,596 518
2016 $102,225,342 $78,216,430 $130,000 $3,058,207 479 $57,572,126 $3,296,351,377
2017 $98,975,318 $79,987,096 $144 985 $3,159,391,081 $58,172,676 $3,396,671,156
2018 $113,865,721 $67,197,189 $204,958 $2,718,080,960 $40,140,216 $2,939,489,044
State Total $816,720,520 | $30,000 $1,068,103,936 $810,040 $3,472,661 $38,941,262,883 $753,003,928 $41,583,403,968
State Institution of
Higher Learning
2009 $19,786,304 $1,068,540 $34,652,635 $18,219,386 $244,800 $73,971,665
2010 $47,836,809 $20,000 $961,939 $38,893,910 $12,788,723 $780,000 $101,281,381
2011 $25,514,206 $20,000 $502,073 $43,288,036 $12,684,254 $506,163 $82,514,732
2012 $108,000 $30,887,367 $20,000 $500,000 $41,338,161 $10,343,502 $295,889 $83,492 919
2013 $15,854,497 $25,760 $500,000 $27,617,320 $10,865,534 $165,780 $55,028 891
2014 $20,110,640 $1,920 $54,154,430 $11,163,681 $85430.671
2015 $19,472,615 $20,000 $1,000,000 $29,761,824 $12,180,707 $260,583 $62,695,729
2016 $25,677,466 $20,000 $1,520,000 $37,160,209 $12,841,706 $325,774 $77,545,155
2017 $22,408,683 $20,000 $1,000,000 $22,411,719 $13,226,176 $468,743 $59,535 321
2018 $18,683,798 $20,000 $1,150,000 $12,998,968 $6,264,296 $1,067,189 340,184,251
State Institution of
Higher Learning Total $108,000 $246,232,385 $167,680 $8,202,652 $342,277,212 $120,677,965 $4,114,921 $721,680,715
Grand Total $108,000 $1,161,714,947 | $30,000 $1,092,521,734 $9,012,592 $347,935,975 $40,432,303,827 $826,366,654 $43,869,993,729
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Grant Obligations to States, State IHEs and Tribes Only by Approp

FY2009 - 9/14/2018

Sum of Amount

Column Labels

Environmental Inland Oil
Energy R&D |Program & Spill Rereg. & Exped. |Science and State and Tribal
Row Labels No year c/o |Management Programs |Lust Proc. Rev Fund Technology Assistance Grants Superfund Grand Total

Notes and Considerations:

1. Data source for this report is Grants Data Mart pulling directly from IGMS
2. This report period covers FY2009 {10/1/2009) through FY2018 (9/14/2018)
3. This report only contains grant obligations, not de-obligations

4. Amounts displayed for STAG appropriations include the 'Construction Grants' appropriations totaling 573,248,459

5. Funds appropriated for the Recovery Act and Hurricane Relief Efforts and other special funds (Flint, Gold King, etc) appropriated during these years are also included
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UMITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20480

QFFICE OF WATER
The Honorable John Barrasso
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Diear Senator Bamasso:

Thank you for your July 23, 2018, letter to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regarding
implementation of the Grassroots Rural and Small Community Water Systems Assistance Act (Public
Law 114-98) and the EPA’s technical assistance programs for small and rural drinking water systems.

The EPA understands the challenges that small systems face in providing safe drinking water to their
consumers, and the Agency shares your commitment to ensure that the communities with the greatest
need have access to the training and technical assistance that will be most effective in supporting their
compliance with regulations. The following information summarizes how the EPA has implemented
Public Law 114-98 through the required competitive grant process:

o The EPA issued a request {or applications for fiscal years 2017 and 2018, which included the
criteria for project eligibility and eligible entities authorized under the Safe Drinking Water Act
(SDWA).

e In response, the EPA received 16 applications.

The EPA evaluated these applications based on the criteria outlined in Public Law 114-98, which
includes considering input from communities on the type of assistance and organization that they
believe would be the most effective and would provide the most benefits to their communities.
To do so, the EPA set aside 20 percent of the selection criteria to give applicants the opportunity
to demonstrate their level of programmatic capability, experience, and support from small and
rural communities,

e The EPA also evaluated the applicant’s ability to effectively consult with the appropriate
regulatory authority in each state, tribe, or territory, prior to initiating and following training and
technical assistance activities.

»  After a thorough review of the criteria, the EPA selected five applications that were submitted by
three organizations.

Through this competitive grant process, the EPA used its SDWA authority to award $19.8 million
appropriated in fiscal vears 2017 and 2018 for training and technical assistance for drinking water
systems to the following grantees:

e National Rural Water Association (8.1 million),
»  Rural Community Assistance Partnership (38.1 million}, and
e University of North Carolina/Environmental Finance Center Network (33.6 million).

RespchaiiRocysiably « Prats
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Onsite technical assistance and circuit riders are key components of the work conducted by these
graniees.

The EPA therefore agrees that technical assistance providers are critical partners in supporting drinking
water and wastewater systems and protecting public health and the environment, In addition to this grant
funding, the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) set-asides provide critical funding for
direct, on-site technical assistance. States may set aside up to approximately 31 percent of their DWSRF
capitalization grant to fund state programs and third parties, including funding circuit riders, to provide
assistance and build the capacity of drinking water systems.

Again, thank you for vour letter. If vou have further questions or additional concerns related to how we
implement Public Law 114-98, we would be happy to brief your staff. Please contact me or your staff
may contact Matt Klasen in the EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at
klasen.matthew/@epa.gov or (202) 566-0780.

Sincerely,

DR,

David P. Ross
Assistant Administrator
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Grant Obligations to States, State IHEs and Tribes Only for All Approp Types
FY2009 - 9/14/2018

[How Labels Sum of Amount
Indian Tribe
2009 $ 139587362
2010 $ 164,100,071
2011 $ 176,238,333
2012 $ 167733746
2013 $ 154709164
2014 $ 156249871
2015 $ 160,895,346
2016 $ 172147967
2017 $ 168,142,055
2018 104,105,131
Indian Tribe Total 1,564,909,046
State
2009 $ 80951779682
2010 $ 3,996,740,863
2011 $ 4,150,674,324
2012 $ 4048853185
2013 $ 3356042835
2014 $ 4067204984
2015 $ 3379596518
2016 $ 3296351377
2017 $ 3.396671,156
2018 2,939,480 044
State Total 41,583,403,968
State Institution of Higher Learning
2009 $ 73,971,665
2010 $ 101,281,381
2011 $ 82,514,732
2012 $ 83492919
2013 $ 55,028 891
2014 $ 85,430 671
2015 $ 62,695,729
2016 $ 77,545,155
2017 $ 59 535 321
2018 40,184,251
State Institution of Higher Learning Total 721,680,715
|Grand Total $ 43,869,993,729

Notes and Considerations:

1. Data source for this report is Grants Data Mart pulling directly from IGMS
2. This report period covers FY2009 {10/1/2009) through FY2018 {9/14/2018)

3. This report only contains grant obligations, not de-obligations

4. Amounts displayed for STAG appropriations include the 'Construction Grants' appropriations totaling $73,248,459
5. Funds appropriated for the Recovery Act and Hurricane Relief Efforts and other special funds (Flint, Gold King, etc) appropriated during these years are also included

ED_002480_00080075-00001



Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

Sent: 9/5/2018 10:50:03 PM

To: Holland, Luke {Inhofe) [Luke_Holland@inhofe.senate.gov]

Subject: RE: NEWS: Inhofe Selected as Armed Services Chairman

He’s the man. He’ll continue to do a great job.

From: Holland, Luke (Inhofe) [mailto:Luke Holland@inhofe.senate.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, September 5, 2018 2:21 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: NEWS: Inhofe Selected as Armed Services Chairman

He saw your text last night and really appreciated it.
From: Inhofe, PressOftfice (Inhofe)

Sent: Wednesday, September 5, 2018 2:19 PM
To: Inhofe, PressOffice (Inhofe) <PressOitice Inhofeddinhofe senate gov>

Subject: NEWS: Inhofe Selected as Armed Services Chairman

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Leacy Burke
PINK TO RELEASE (202) 224-4721
Sept. §, 2018

INHOFE SELECTED AS ARMED SERVICES CHAIRMAN

WASHINGTON - U.S. Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.) was selected as chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee
(SASC). Inhofe previously served as Ranking Member of the committee during the 113" Congress. After a vote by
members of the Armed Services Committee, the Republican Conference approved Inhofe’s election today. The full
Senate is expected to formally affirm the selection before the end of the week.

“I am deeply honored that my colleagues have selected me to lead the Armed Services Committee,” Inhofe said.
“America is facing new and unprecedented threats that are different from anything we’ve seen before. As
chairman, it will be my priority to address these threats while maintaining a staunch commitment to service
members and their families, as well as continue the bipartisan tradition of rigorous accountability and oversight
of the Defense Department. I look forward to working with Ranking Member Reed and the entire committee as
we continue to ensure our military is ready and able to defend America against growing threats from around the
world.”

Sen. Inhofe has served on the Armed Services Committee since 1995, and is the committee’s first chairman from
Oklahoma. He previously served as Chairman of the Environment and Public Works Committee from 2003-2006 and
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from 2015-2016 where his tenure was marked by strong oversight and the passage of major legislation, including the
FAST Act, the return to biennial water infrastructure bills and the first reform of chemical legislation since the 1990s.

Hit#
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

Sent: 9/7/2018 8:03:08 PM

To: Freedhoff, Michal (EPW) [Michal_Freedhoff@epw.senate.gov]

CC: Repko, Mary Frances (EPW) [mary_frances_repko@epw.senate.gov]; Lyons, Troy [lyons.troy@epa.gov]
Subject: Re: RE: RE: RE:

ok.

Ryan Jackson

Chief of staff

Y.S. EPA .

— Ex.6 .| ;

> On Sep 7, 2018, at 1:40 PM, Freedhoff, Michal (EPW) <Michal_Freedhoff@epw.senate.gov> wrote:

>

> 0ok. You guys call my desk Tine and I can conference MF in if she’s ready or just crank call her cell
every five minutes til she leaves her other call. :-)

>

> Sent from my 1iPhone

>

>> On Sep 7, 2018, at 3:33 PM, Repko, Mary Frances (EPW) <mary_frances_repko@epw.senate.gov> wrote:
>>

>> I now have a 4 pm WRDA call. Unclear how far we'll get. I can try to hop off my call, if the three
of you want to get on.

>>

>> ——--= Ooriginal Message-----

>> From: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>

>> Sent: Friday, September 7, 2018 3:02 PM

>> To: Freedhoff, Michal (EPW) <Michal_Freedhoff@epw.senate.gov>

>> Cc: Lyons, Troy <lyons.troy@epa.gov>; Repko, Mary Frances (EPW) <mary_frances_repko@epw.senate.gov>
>> Subject: Re: RE: RE:

>>

>> I'd Tike to try for 5.

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>> Ryan Jackson

>> Chief of staff

>> U.S. EPA .

> Ex6

>>

>>

>>> 0On Sep 7, 2018, at 12:51 PM, Freedhoff, Michal (EPW) <Michal_Freedhoff@epw.senate.gov> wrote:
>>>

>>> Ok - Tet's let MF give us a sense as she figures out today's wrda goings-on, but we can try for § if
E&C stuff allows.

>>>

>>> Michal Ilana Freedhoff, Ph.D.

>>> Director of Oversight

>>> Committee on Environment and Public works Democratic staff

>>>

>>>

>>> —---= original Message-----

>>> From: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>

>>> Sent: Friday, September 7, 2018 2:47 PM

>>> To: Freedhoff, Michal (EPW) <Michal_Freedhoff@epw.senate.gov>

>>> Cc: Lyons, Troy <lyons.troy@epa.gov>; Repko, Mary Frances (EPW) <mary_frances_repko@epw.senate.gov>
>>> Subject: Re: RE:
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>>>
>>> Yes. we'll call you. Any convenient number in particular?
>>>

>>>

>>>

>>>

>>>

>>>

>>>

>>> Ryan Jackson

>>> Chief of staff

>>> U.S. EPA

>>>> On Sep 7, 2018, at 12:39 PM, Freedhoff, Michal (EPW) <Michal_Freedhoff@epw.senate.gov> wrote:

>>>>
>>>> 5 pm eastern an option for you guys?

>>>>

>>>> Michal ITana Freedhoff, Ph.D.

>>>> Director of Oversight

>>>> Committee on Environment and Public works Democratic staff
>>>>

>>>>

>>>> —=--- original Message-----

>>>> From: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>

>>>> Sent: Friday, September 7, 2018 2:26 PM

>>>> To: Lyons, Troy <lyons.troy@epa.gov>

>>>> Cc: Freedhoff, Michal (EPW) <Michal_Freedhoff@epw.senate.gov>; Repko, Mary Frances (EPW)

<mary_frances_repko@epw. senate.gov>
>>>> Subject: Re:

>>>>

>>>> I'm in Denver Monday.

>>>>

>>>>

>>>>

>>>>

>>>>

>>>>

>>>>

>>>> Ryan Jackson

>>>> Chief of staff

>>>>
>>>> |
>>>>
>>>>
>>>>> On Sep 7, 2018, at 12:25 PM, Lyons, Troy <lyons.troy@epa.gov> wrote:
>>>>>

>>>>> How about we connect on Monday?

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>>

>>>>> Sent from my iPhone

>>>>>

>>>>>> On Sep 7, 2018, at 12:22 PM, Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov> wrote:

>E>>>>

>>>>>> I think I’ve messed up the times being on Montana time and just missed a good window.

>>>>>>
S>>>>>

S>>>>>

>>>>>>

S>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>> Ryan Jackson
>>>>>> Chief of staff
>>>>>> U.S. EPA

>>>>>> 1 ] Ex.6____i

>>>>>>

>>>>>>

>>>>>>> On Sep 7, 2018, at 8:58 AM, Freedhoff, Michal (EPW) <Michal_Freedhoff@epw.senate.gov> wrote:
>>>>5>>

>>>>>>> Thanks for that!

>>>>>>>

>>>>>>> We are open from 11:30-2 and 4:30-5:30 unless MF needs to deal with WRDA unexpectedly.
>>>5>>>

>>>>>>> What works for you?

>>>>>>>
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>>>>>>> Sent from my iPhone

>E>>o>>>

>>>>>>>> On Sep 7, 2018, at 10:51 AM, Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov> wrote:

>E>>>>5>

>>>>>>>> Congratulations on Thursday night.
wanted to get in the phone with you to talk nominations.

>E>>>>5>
>E>>>>>>
>O>>>>>>
PE>>o>>>
>E>>>>>>
>E>>>>5>
PE>E>>>>
>O>o>>>
>E>>>>5>

>E>>>>>>
>O>>>>>>

PE>>o>>>

Ryan Jackson
Chief of staff

I wanted to wait until the smoke cleared but Troy and I

ED_002480_00080140-00003



Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

Sent: 9/5/2018 10:38:02 PM

To: Benjamin.Dunham@hklaw.com

Subject: RE: Consumer product industry meeting with Wheeler

Yes, I thought you were already contacted. We determined we were doing this meeting two weeks ago. 1I'11
get on 1it.

————— original Message-----

From: Benjamin.Dunham@hklaw.com [mailto:Benjamin.Dunham@hklaw.com]
Sent: Wednesday, September 5, 2018 4:28 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>

Subject: Fwd: Consumer product industry meeting with wheeler

Hey Ryan,
Any chance this meeting will happen? One of our biggest issues — the Pesticide Registration Improvement
Act — is timely because it expires at the end of the month and is in play in Farm Bill negotiations.

Sorry to bug you on this.

Ben

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Dunham, Benjamin E {  Ex.6 i" <Benjamin.Dunham@hklaw.com<mailto:Benjamin.Dunham@hklaw.com>>
Date: August 28, 2018 at 11:04:49 AM EDT
To: "Dickerson, Aaron" <dickerson.aaron@epa.gov<mailto:dickerson.aaron@epa.gov>>

Subject: RE: Consumer product industry meeting with wheeler
Hi Aaron,

Just following up to see if you have a sense on whether we’ll be able to get a few minutes with the
Acting Administrator next week.

Thanks!

Ben Dunham | Holland & Knight
Sr Policy Advisor

Holland & Knight LLP . .
800 17th Street N.W., Suite 1100 | washington, DC 20006 Phone: Ex. 6 i Fax 202.955.5564
benjamin.dunham@hklaw.com<mailto:benjamin.dunham@hklaw.com> | www.hkTaw.com<http://www.hklaw.com/>

From: Dunham, Benjamin E ! Ex. 6 i

Sent: Monday, August 13, 2018 7:51 AM

To: 'Dickerson, Aaron' <dickerson.aaron@epa.gov<mailto:dickerson.aaron@epa.gov>>
Subject: RE: Consumer product industry meeting with wheeler

Hi Aaron,
Thanks for providing the form. I've completed it and attached it here. Please let me know if you need
anything else.

Best,

Ben Dunham | Holland & Knight
Sr Policy Advisor

Holland & Knight LLP

800 17th Street N.W., Suite 1100 | washington, DC 20006 Phonei Ex. 6 i Fax 202.955.5564
benjamin.dunham@hklaw.com<mailto:benjamin.dunham@hkTaw.com> | Waw . RKTaw. com<http://www.hklaw.com/>

From: Dickerson, Aaron [mailto:dickerson.aaron@epa.gov]
Sent: Monday, August 06, 2018 1:56 PM

To: Dunham, Benjamin E | Ex. 6 i <Benjamin.Dunham@hklaw.com<mailto:Benjamin.Dunham@hklaw. com>>

Hi Ben
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Could you complete the attached meeting request form and return to me? I will be in touch about a
possible meeting. Thank you.

From: Benjamin.Dunham@hklaw.com<mailto:Benjamin.Dunham@hklaw.com> [mailto:Benjamin.bunham@hklaw.com]
Sent: Monday, August 6, 2018 1:18 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov<mailto:jackson.ryan@epa.gov>>

Subject: RE: Consumer product industry meeting with wheeler

Hey Ryan,
Congrats on getting through the hearing etc. From the outside, it Tooks Tike things are going well.

Any thoughts on getting on the Acting Administrator’s schedule with folks from the Household and
Commercial Products Association?

Maybe Tater 1in August or early September?

Ben Dunham | Holland & Knight
Sr Policy Advisor

Holland & Knight LLP .
800 17th Street N.W., Suite 1100 | washington, DC 20006 Phonei Ex. 6 | Fax 202.955.5564
benjamin.dunham@hklaw.com<mailto:benjamin.dunham@hklaw.com> | www.hkTaw.com<http://www.hklaw.com/>

From: Dunham, Benjamin E i Ex. 6

Sent: sunday, July 08, 2018 2:58 PM

To: "Jackson, Ryan' <jackson.ryan@epa.gov<mailto:jackson.ryan@epa.gov>>
Subject: RE: Consumer product industry meeting with wheeler

Awesome. Good luck!

From: Jackson, Ryan [mailto:jackson.ryan@epa.gov]

Sent: sunday, July 08, 2018 2:49 PM

To: Dunham, Benjamin E i Ex. 6 i <Benjamin.Dunham@hklaw. com<mailto:Benjamin.Dunham@hklaw. com>>
Subject: Re: Consumer product industry meeting with wheeler

Yes. Still here. Let me get some stuff started up and better organized.

Ryan Jackson
Chief of staff

on Jul 8, 2018, at 2:47 PM, "Benjamin.Dunham@hklaw.com<mailto:Benjamin.Dunham@hklaw.com>"
<Benjamin.Dunham@hklaw.com<mailto:Benjamin.Dunham@hklaw.com>> wrote:

RJ,

You sticking around? I heard a rumor you were but didn’t know if it was official.

If so, do you think I could bring in some folks from the Household and Commercial Products Association to
introduce themselves to wheeler? HCPA was formerly known as the Consumer Specialty Products Association.
They represent companies like Procter & Gamble, SC Johnson, Clorox, the makers of Lyscl, and
institutional cleaning products like Ecolab.

our request isn’t urgent — it’s just to introduce the industry and their pricrities - but we’d love to
get something on the books. we could even meet in August if he’s around then. Happy to work with the
scheduler, but I wasn’t sure who that was.

Hope you’re well. See you soon.

Ben Dunham | Holland & Knight
Sr Policy Advisor

Holland & Knight LLP

800 17th Street N.W., Suite 1100 | Washington, DC 20006 Phone : Ex. 6 i Fax 202.955.5564
benjamin.dunham@hklaw. com<mailto:benjamin.dunham@hklaw.com> | Wiww_ RKTaw . Eom<http://www.hklaw.com/>

NOTE: This e-mail is from a Taw firm, Holland & Knight LLP (“H&’), and is intended sclely for the use of
the individual(s) to whom it is addressed. If you believe you received this e-mail in error, please
notify the sender immediately, delete the e-mail from your computer and do not copy or disclose it to
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anyone else. If you are not an existing client of H&K, do not construe anything in this e-mail to make
you a client unless it contains a specific statement to that effect and do not disclose anything to H&K
in reply that you expect it to hold in confidence. If you properly received this e-mail as a client, co-
counsel or retained expert of H&K, you should maintain its contents in confidence in order to preserve
the attorney-client or work product privilege that may be available to protect confidentiality.

ED_002480_00080175-00003



Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

Sent: 9/4/2018 3:24:41 PM

To: Hayly Humphreys; Ex, 6 - Personal Email |

Subject: RE: Re:

Thank you very much. We are expecting to hold interviews with Andrew the week of Sept 11 and will get with you in
order to have you in for one of those.

From: Hayly Humphreys Ex. 6 - Personal Email
Sent: Tuesday, September 4, 2018 10:20 AM

To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: Re:

Hi Ryan,

Hope you had a great Labor Day weekend. | wanted to follow up and see if there was anything else you needed from
me. | emailed Kaitlyn the paperwork on 8/17, however I'm not sure how long that process takes. As | am still very
interested in the position, please let me know if you need any additional information.

Best,
Hayly

Hayly Humphreys

Ex.6 |

On Thu, Aug 16, 2018 at 10:04 AM Hayly Humphreys! Ex. 6 - Personal Email |wrote:

No problem. Resume is attached. Thank you!

On Wed, Aug 15, 2018 at 6:48 PM, Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov> wrote:

Thank you and thank you for coming in to visit with us. I'm sorry to ask for this again because | feel very sure | already
received a copy, but can | get a resume for you for our file. | hope to speak to Andrew soon on all of this soon and can
provide you with more information very shortly.

Ryan.

From: Hayly Humphreys Ex. 6 - Personal Email i
Sent: Wednesday, August 15, 2018 1:13 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.rvan@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: Re:

Hi Ryan,
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Thank you so much for taking the time to meet with me yesterday. | enjoyed speaking with you and Kaitlyn and remain very interested in
the position. Please let me know if | can provide further information.

Best,

Hayly

On Fri, Aug 10, 2018 at 11:36 AM, Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov> wrote:

Yeah, I'll call about 5. Thanks.

From: Hayly Humphreys | Ex. 6 - Personal Email g
Sent: Friday, August 10, 2018 11:33 AM

To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: Re:

Would any time after 3PM work for you? And my number is| Ex. 6 i

Thanks!

On Thu, Aug 9, 2018 at 6:16 PM, Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov> wrote:

Absolutely. Is there a good number and time to reach you?

From: Hayly Humphreys: Ex. 6 - Personal Email ;
Sent: Thursday, August 9, 2018 4:42 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>

Subject: Re:

Hi Ryan,
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Thank you so much for reaching out. My apologies for the delay in response. If you are still available, | would like to
hear more about the opportunity. Would you have time to chat tomorrow?

Thanks so much.

Hayly

On Fri, Aug 3, 2018 at 4:34 PM, Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov> wrote:

Hey Hayly, | was having dinner with Todd the other night, and | asked him what you may be segueing to with the
change in your office. Frankly, I'm still not over Senator Corker deciding to retire from the Senate, but | wanted to
see if you would like to talk about coming to the EPA. Specifically, Acting Administrator Wheeler needs an
executive assistant. Let me know if you'd be interested in talking about that. You’d work closely with Andrew,
me, and a few others that work with his travel in his immediate office. It's very similar to a Senate office. If you'd

like to talk about that call me at; Ex. 6 “:or email anytime.

Thanks.

Ryan.
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

Sent: 8/28/2018 7:12:28 PM

To: Russell, Richard (EPW) [Richard_Russell@epw.senate.gov]

Attachments: Amy Edwards - Holland & Knight - Alex Dunn Support Letter.pdf; Deb Markowitz - University of Vermont - Alex Dunn
Support Letter.pdf; Scott Fulton - Environmental Law Institute - Barrasso - Alex Dunn support [t_001.pdf; Scott
Fulton - Environmental Law Institute - Carper - Alex Dunn support It_001.pdf

Per voice mail. Maybe announcement on Thursday but I'm told this week.

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Ex. 6
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Holland & Knight

800 17th Street, Suite 1100 | Washington, DC 20006 | T 202.955.3000 | F 202.955.5564
Holland & Knight LLP f www.hklaw.com

Amy L. Edwards

Ex. 6 i

amy.edwards@hklaw.com

August 21, 2018

Senator John Barrasso Senator Tom Carper

Chairman Ranking Member

Committee on Environment and Public Works Committee on Environment and Public Works
410 Dirksen Senate Office Building 456 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Barrasso and Ranking Member Carper:

1 am writing to support the nomination of Alexandra (Alex) Dapolito Dunn to become the Assistant
Administrator for the Office of Chemical Safety and Pollution Prevention (OCSPP) at the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA).

Alex currently serves as the Regional Administrator of EPA Region 1. During her more than two decade
career, she has had in-depth experience with a broad range of issues involving air, water, waste, energy
and environmental justice. She has represented a number of different constituencies, including as
Executive Director and General Counsel of the Environmental Council of the States (ECOS); as
Executive Director and General Counsel for the Association of Clean Water Administrators (ACWA); as
General Counsel for the National Association of Clean Water Agencies (NACWA); as counsel at the
American Chemistry Council (ACC); and now as Regional Administrator at the EPA. She also was the
Dean of Environmental Law Programs and Adjunct Professor of Law at the Elisabeth Haub School of
Law at Pace University for several years. Alex is well regarded for her substantive expertise, her vision,
and her excellent management skills.

In addition, Alex has served as a past chair of the American Bar Association’s Section of Environment,
Energy and Resources (SEER) and as a member of the Environmental Law Institute (ELI) Board of
Directors. She is regularly invited to speak at ABA SEER and ELI conferences and programs. She has
been a lecturer at the Columbus School of Law, Catholic University of America, and an Adjunct
Associate Professor of Law at the American University Washington College of Law.

I trust that this information is helpful to you as you review Alex’s nomination. Please feel free to follow
up with me if you have any additional questions.

Sincerely,

HOLLAND & KNIGHT LLP

Amy L. Edwards

Anchorage | Atlanta | Austin | Boston | Charlotte | Chicago | Dallas | Denver | Fort Lauderdale | Houston | Jacksonville
Lakeland | Los Angeles | Miami | New York | Orlando | Philadelphia | Portland } San Francisco | Stamford | Tallahassee | Tampa
Tysons | Washington, D.C. | West Palm Beach | Bogota | London | Mexico City

#59719946_v1
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UNIVERSITY
# VERMONT

RUBENSTEIN SCHOOL OF
ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES

Deb Markowitz,

Visiting Professor of Environmental Policy and Leadership
University of Vermont

312 Aiken Building

Burlington, Vermont 05405

August 13, 2018

Senator John Barrasso, Chair

Committee on Environment and Public Works
410 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Barrasso,

This letter is in support of the nomination of Alexandra Dunn for EPA’s Assistant Administrator
of Chemical Safety and Pollution Prevention.

I'served from 2010 — 2017 as the Secretary of the Agency of Natural Resources for Vermont. In
that capacity I worked closely with Ms. Dunn in her prior role as the Executive Director of the
Environmental Council of States (ECOS). I saw first-hand Ms. Dunn’s significant strengths as a
manager and as a leader. More specifically, Alexandra Dunn is an excellent choice to oversee
implementation of the nation's chemical regulatory programs, especially the Frank

R. Lautenberg Chemical Safety for the 21% Century Act which amended the Toxic Substances
Control Act (7SCA). Ms. Dunn and I worked together, in our prior professional roles, as this law
was negotiated, to ensure that states would maintain meaningful chemical regulatory authorities.
Her deep knowledge of key issues and passion for the portfolio of work in this EPA office will
ensure her success.

Feel free to call upon me if you have any questions, or would like additional information about
Ms. Dunn’s qualifications to serve.

Sincerely,

Deb Markowitz
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UNIVERSITY
# VERMONT

RUBENSTEIN SCHOOL OF
ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES

Deb Markowitz,

Visiting Professor of Environmental Policy and Leadership
University of Vermont

312 Aiken Building

Burlington, Vermont 05405

August 13, 2018

Senator Tom Carper, Ranking Member
Committee on Environment and Public Works
456 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Carper,

This letter is in support of the nomination of Alexandra Dunn for EPA’s Assistant Administrator
of Chemical Safety and Pollution Prevention.

I'served from 2010 — 2017 as the Secretary of the Agency of Natural Resources for Vermont. In
that capacity I worked closely with Ms. Dunn in her prior role as the Executive Director of the
Environmental Council of States (ECOS). I saw first-hand Ms. Dunn’s significant strengths as a
manager and as a leader. More specifically, Alexandra Dunn is an excellent choice to oversee
implementation of the nation's chemical regulatory programs, especially the Frank

R. Lautenberg Chemical Safety for the 21% Century Act which amended the Toxic Substances
Control Act (7SCA). Ms. Dunn and I worked together, in our prior professional roles, as this law
was negotiated, to ensure that states would maintain meaningful chemical regulatory authorities.
Her deep knowledge of key issues and passion for the portfolio of work in this EPA office will
ensure her success.

Feel free to call upon me if you have any questions, or would like additional information about
Ms. Dunn’s qualifications to serve.

Sincerely,

Deb Markowitz
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TTE0OM STYREET, NW
WASHINGTON, DO

props: {2023 9303800

SESRUES SR

AN {2

aaail law@@eli o

ERIVIROMMENTAL WES wwiuell oy i*
LAWY - INSTITUTE

Auvgust 13, 2013

The Honorable John Barrasso

Chairman

Committee on Environment and Public Works
410 Dhrksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re:  Letter of Support for Alexandra Dunn, Nominee for
Assistant Administrator, U.S. EPA Office of Chemiecal Safoty
and Pollution Prevention

ear Senator Barrasso!

By this letter, [ am rvegistering wy strong support for Alexandra Dunn for the
position of Assistant Admimsirator, Office of Chemical Safety and Pollution
Prevention (OCSPP). 1 have known Ms. Dunn in various professional capacities for
the last 25 vears, and believe that she 18 an excellent choice for this position. She s
a deeply experienced environmental leader and attorney who undevstands the
complexity of regulatory and policy decisions, including those of the office she ha
been asked to lead. Ms, Dunn is respected across the envirvonmental community -
by businesses; federal, state and local officials! and non-governmental
orgarazations. T am confident she would serve the American people with integrity,
intelligence, and distinction if confirmed as Assistant Administrator of QCRPP.

2]

=eott Fulton

President, Environmental Law Institute (BLD
and former General Counsel, U5, EFA

@ PRINTED DR 100% PORT COMSURER BEGVOLEL STOUK wTh S BAREG IR
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August 13, 2018

The Honorable Tom Carper

Ranking Membey

Committee on Bovironment and Public Works
456 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re:  Letter of Support for Alexandra Dunn, Nominee for
Assistant Administrator, U.8. EPA Office of Chemical Safety
and Pollution Prevention

Dear Senator Carper:

By this letter, | am registering my strong support for Alexandra Dunn for the
position of Assistant Administrator, Office of Chemical Safety and Pollution
Prevention (OCSPE). I have known Ms. Dunn in various professional capacities for
the last 25 vears, and believe that she is an excellent choice for this position. Bhe i
a deeply experienced environmental leader and attorney who understands the
complexity of regulatory and policy decisions, including those of the office she has
been asked to lead. Ms, Dunn is respected across the environmental community —
by businesses; federal, state and local officials; and non-governmental
organizations. I am confident she would serve the American people with integrnity,
intelligence, and distinction if confirmed as Assistant Administrator of OCBPP.

Respectfully Submatied,

Sectt Fulton
Prosident, Environmental Law Institute (BLD
and former General Counsel, U.B, EFA

SHNTED QR 0% POSY COMRIGER RECYCLED RTDUNK WITH 30V a8t I
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

Sent: 8/29/2018 2:34:50 PM

To: Holland, Luke {Inhofe) [Luke_Holland@inhofe.senate.gov]

Subject: FW: comment

Attachments: Comment.pdf

Attached are the public comments you requested.

From: Bolen, Brittany

Sent: Wednesday, August 29, 2018 10:30 AM
To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>
Subject: comment

hitos: fwww regulations sov/document P D=ERACHO-DA- 2D B-0250-6449
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Braft Department of Defense Comments on

EPA-HO-0A-2018-02589

Froposed Rule: Strengthening Transparency in Regulatory Science

Comments submitted by: OASD(EI&E),
ESOH Directorate, CMRM Program

Crganization: Department of Defense

Date: 8/16/2018

Comment ) Comment
No Section Pages Proposed Rule Text

1. I.B. What action is | 83 FR 18769 The proposed regulation provides that, for the It is appropriate to limit application of the rule to only “major”

the Agency taking? science pivotal to its significant regulatory actions, | regulatory actions as defined in the Congressional Review
EPA will ensure that the data and models Act. For regulations with lower cost thresholds EPA may wish
underlying the science is publicly available in a to consider issuing similar policy.
manner sufficient for validation and analysis. In this | While we agree that public access to information is very
notice, EPA solicits comment on this proposal and | important, we do not believe that failure of the Agency to
how it can best be implemented in light of existing | obtain a publication’s underlying data from an author external
law and prior statements of policy that have called | to the Agency should negate its use. As we note below, itis
for increasing public access to data and influential  improbable that EPA will be able to obtain underlying data
scientific information used to inform federal from all authors, this should not impede the use of otherwise
regulation. high-gquality studies.

2. I.C. What is the 83 FR 18769 The Agency proposes to take this action under The Final Information Quality Bulletin implements the
Agency’s authority authority of the statutes it administers, including Information Quality Act (Pub L. No. 106-554, § 515, Dec. 21,
for taking this provisions providing general authority to promulgate 2000). This rule should reference the Information Quality Act
action? regulations necessary to carry out the Agency’s along with the bulletin.

functions under these statutes and provisions
specifically addressing the Agency’s conducting of
and reliance on scientific activity to inform those
functions, including Clean Air Act sections 103,
301(a), 42 U.S.C. 7403, 7601(a); Clean Water Act
sections 104, 501, 33 U.S.C. 1254, 1361; Safe
Drinking Water Act sections 1442, 1450(a)(1), 42
U.S.C. 300j-1, 300j-9(a)(1); Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act sections
2002(a)(1), 7009, 42 U.S.C. 6912(a)(1), 6979;
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Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation, and Liability Act (as delegated to
the Administrator via Executive Order 12580)
sections 115, 311, 42 U.S.C. 9616, 9660;
Emergency Planning and Community Right-To-
Know Act section 328, 42 U.S.C. 11048; Federal
Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act sections
25(a)(1), 136r(a), 7 U.S.C. 136r(a), 136w; and Toxic
Substances Control Act, as amended, section 10,
15 U.8.C. 2609.

II. Background

83 FR 18769

EPA should ensure that the data and models
underlying scientific studies that are pivotal to the
regulatory action are available to the public. This
proposed rule is designed to increase transparency
in the preparation, identification, and use of science
in policymaking.

In many cases the EPA relies upon toxicological assessments
that have already been published by the Agency. The Rule
should make clear that for major or significant regulatory
actions the requirements of this rule will apply at the
regulatory phase regardless.

Il. Background

83 FR 18770

In particular, this proposal applies concepts and
lessons learned from its ongoing implementation of
the 2016 Plan to Increase Access to Results of
EPA-Funded Scientific Research to significant
regulatory decisions. The proposed rule takes into
consideration the policies or recommendations of
third party organizations who advocated for open
science.'” These policies are informed by the
policies recently adopted by some major scientific
journals,™ spurred in some part by the “replication
crisis.” 12

Data and model availability may address functions that will
improve analyses.

1)

2)

In the past, DoD, other interested parties, and even EPA
have found places where the main text has not been
updated after changes were made in the model or data
used. Increased availability will facilitate and expedite
corrections.

Within each model and data set, choices must be made.
For a given parameter should a single estimate, an
average, or a range of values be used? Is an existing
model appropriate, or should modifications be made? No
entity will use all options; data and model availability will
allow interested parties to determine if alternative choices
substantially change results.

II. Background

83 FR 18770

With this notice, EPA is soliciting public comment
on a proposed regulation designed to provide a
mechanism to increase access to dose response
data and models underlying pivotal regulatory
science in a manner consistent with statutory
requirements for protection of privacy and
confidentiality of research participants, protection of
proprietary data and confidential business
information, and other compelling interests. The
proposal takes comment on how to ensure that,
over time, more of the data and models underlying
the science that informs regulatory decisions (over

1)

2)

A paper cited by EPA in the Proposed Rule, Lutter and
Zorn (2018) notes that only 20% of authors contacted to
provide data underlying their publication actually provide
it. Given this circumstance, if EPA wishes to change the
culture of data access it seems that they need receive
buy-in from publishers and scientists as well as change
the internal EPA culture to insure requirements for data
availability are met by EPA funded laboratory and
epidemiological studies.

We recommend that models developed by EPA be
constructed in R or other freeware, and the code posted
with the document in which they were used. Renting or
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and above the dose response data and models
underlying “pivotal regulatory science”) is available
to the public for validation' in a manner that honors
legal and ethical obligations to reduce the risks of
unauthorized disclosure and re-identification. As
such this proposed regulation is designed to change
agency culture and practices regarding data access
s0 that the scientific justification for regulatory
actions is truly available for validation and analysis.

buying proprietary software can impede the transparency
advocated in this proposal. In addition, code availability
would be very useful.

3) To insure dose-response data is available in the future
the rule needs to take into consideration the cost of
establishing and maintaining the electronic infrastructure
necessary for obtaining and storing data and models.
The cost of safeguarding integrity of the data needs to be
considered as well.

Il. Background

83 FR 18770

In addition, this proposed regulation is designed to
increase transparency of the assumptions
underlying dose response models. As a case in
point, there is growing empirical evidence of non-
linearity in the concentration-response function for
specific pollutants and health effects. The use of
default models, without consideration of alternatives
or model uncertainty, can obscure the scientific
justification for EPA actions. To be even more
transparent about these complex relationships, EPA
should give appropriate consideration to high quality
studies that explore: A broad class of parametric
concentration response models with a robust set of
potential confounding variables; nonparametric
models that incorporate fewer assumptions; various
threshold models across the exposure range; and
spatial heterogeneity. EPA should also incorporate
the concept of model uncertainty when needed as a
default to optimize low dose risk estimation based
on major competing models, including linear,
threshold, and U-shaped, J-shaped, and bell-
shaped models.

Non-linearity of dose-response functions is, at a minimum, a
function of both intra-species variability and the importance of
both enzymes and receptors acting through forms of the Hill
function that is mathematically non-linear. Assumptions of
linearity, both straight-line extrapolations and linearly
proportional relationships among exposure and other risk
assessment parameters are a function of known
simplifications for calculations that evolved in the 1980s when
data were limited, computer use expensive, and most
scientists still relying on slide rules for calculations. It is now
generally accepted that physiologically base pharmacokinetic
and pharmacodynamics models, which are inherently non-
linear, are more accurate. We believe EPA should consider a
broad range of models, to include those that utilize Bayesian
and data-driven approaches. Expanding the variety of dose-
response models that include threshold and non-
monotonically-increasing functions is important, as the data
support their appropriate description of some biological
functions, but should be part of guidance or EPA Guidelines,
not be part of this rule. EPA may wish to provide a method for
interested parties to submit papers on these issues that would
be publicly available prior to workshops and other methods of
discussion. This could provide EPA not only with multiple
options but also with some of the strengths and weaknesses
of these models. A draft of how EPA is considering use of
such models, including some examples, would provide further
comment that could be incorporated before guidance is final.

Ill. Request for
Comment

18771

EPA also seeks comments on which criteria the
Agency should use to base any exceptions,
including whether case-by-case exceptions may be
appropriate.

As we note in other comments, underlying study data may be
difficult to obtain from authors outside the Agency. EPA
should allow exceptions for such instances.
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lll. Request for
Comment

18771

EPA also solicits comment on whether a narrower
scope of coverage would be appropriate, such as
only final regulations that are determined to be
“major” under the Congressional Review Act, or
“economically significant” under E.O. 12866.

We believe it is most appropriate for the rule to apply to “major
regulations” as defined by the Congressional Review Act only.
However, the threshold of 100M was established by Congress
in 1996. Hence the threshold that would apply to this
regulation should be adjusted to current and/or future year
dollars as appropriate.

lll. Request for
Comment

18771

EPA solicits comment on the definitions of “pivotal
regulatory science,” and “dose response data and
models” and how to implement such definitions.

1) The definition of “dose response data” is not clear and
should be clarified. We are unsure whether this means
underlying, or “raw data” collected during a study that has
not been subject to statistical analysis or whether it is
data that is used by EPA in models.

2) ltis not clear whether “pivotal regulatory science” means
studies and analyses performed by the EPA, or those
studies published by others in peer-reviewed journals
that might support EPA’s analysis.

3) We suggest that EPA consider that pivotal studies may
also be those that determine qualitatively the weight of
evidence (WOE) that a specific toxic endpoint is of
relevance to human health or the species of concern.
Selection of the appropriate toxic endpoint based on
WOE after systematic review of the literature is as
important as appropriate quantitative analysis.

4) There may be other types of models that are relied upon
in regulatory actions and influence decisions. Such
models might include environmental fate and transport
models or bicaccumulation models. Please clarify
whether the requirements of the Rule will apply to these
types of models as well.

10.

Ill. Request for
Comment

18771

EPA also solicits comment on how to incorporate
stronger data and model access requirements into
the terms and conditions of cooperative agreements
and grants. EPA solicits comments on how it can
build upon other federal agencies’ policies
regarding grantee and cooperator requirements for
data access and data sharing. EPA also solicits
suggestions for a platform that would enable the
Agency to implement the provisions of this proposal
related to increasing public access to EPA-funded
data.

The EPA encouraged to cooperate with other federal
agencies to generate common data access, management and
storage standards.

If the models and data are generated from government funds,
require that they be publicly available on EPA’s website or by
request to EPA. In some cases where compelling reasons
are given and publicly available, a time delay might be
justified, which should also be identified.

11.

Ill. Request for
Comment

18771

EPA also seeks comment on methodologies and
technologies designed to provide protected access
to identifiable and sensitive data, such as individual
health data, and on commenters experience with

The EPA is encouraged to cooperate with other federal
agencies to generate common data access, management and
storage standards. The EPA is also encouraged to participate
openly with the PubChem and the NTP’s databases.
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the use of such methodologies and technologies
and their strengths and limitations.

The same types of legally binding documents that EPA
needed to sign to obtain such data, e.g., non-disclosure
agreements, would be expected to be sufficient for other
parties. EPA could consider requiring data acquisition and
analysis by parties independent of the stakeholder. For
example, if CBl were requested by an industrial competitor,
EPA might require that a non-affiliated consulting firm or
academic be the entity that signs the NDA and receives the
data for analysis.

12.

lll. Request for
Comment

18771-18772

EPA also requests comment on whether there are
other compelling interests besides privacy,
confidentiality, national and homeland security that
may require special consideration when data is
being released.

It appears as if the EPA may have overlooked the
advancement of science through open publication as a
compelling interest.

Interests of the academic publishing sector should be
considered. Additionally, the interests of scientists outside the
EPA who perform studies, collect data and publish should be
considered. It is not clear how scientists would know whether
their data might be used for a “pivotal regulatory action” and
prepare their publication packages to allow for a given study
to be “validated”.

13.

lll. Request for
Comment

18772

EPA seeks comment on the effective date of

a rule as well as on whether the Agency should
seek to phase-in the requirements for certain
significant regulatory actions or seek to prioritize
specific actions. For regulatory programs, like the
National Ambient Air Quality Standards program, in
which future significant regulatory actions may be
based on the administrative record from previous
reviews—particularly where the governing statute
requires repeated review on a fixed, date-certain
cycle—EPA seeks comment on the manner in
which this proposed rule should apply to that
previous record.

We suggest that EPA grandfather existing analyses, unless
being updated or challenged. More importantly, evaluations
currently in progress should be subject to these changes, else
too many more chemicals will not be subject to these
modifications before they are implemented.

14.

Ill. Request for
Comment

18772

EPA also solicits comments on whether and how
the proposed rule should apply to dose response
data and models underlying pivotal regulatory
science if those data and models were developed
prior to the effective date.

Models: All new models, should be vetted separately,
preferably before they were used and definitely before they
are used in another analysis.

Exceptions and additions to existing EPA guidance may allow
for improved analyses, but the strengths and limitations of
those changes should undergo the same level of review, e.qg.,
interagency comment and public comment, as the original
guidance document. When performed as part of a chemical-
specific analysis, there is insufficient time and expertise
available for a full discussion of the potential utility and
limitations of the changes.
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Data: Recent practice has been for EPA to alter the primary
data, e.g., IRIS documents convert data to percentage change
from the control. Starting with the most recent documents, for
which the primary data should be easily accessible, those
data for all datasets that were considered sufficiently
important to calculate a candidate toxicity value, should be
posted on the website where the other supporting documents
are available.

15.

lll. Request for
Comment

18772

In addition, EPA seeks comment on how the
prospective or retrospective application of the
provisions for dose response data and models or
pivotal regulatory science could inadvertently
introduce bias regarding the timeliness and quality
of the scientific information available.

There may be bias against high quality studies published in
the past where underlying data is not available. There may be
a bias against studies published outside the USA.

There may be a bias against studies performed by authors or
in journal not informed by the rule.

There will be a bias against proprietary models.

16.

lll. Request for
Comment

18772

EPA also seeks comment on any additional
implementation challenges not discussed in this
notice that commenters may be aware of as well as
suggestions for addressing them.

1) The Agency should clearly communicate its expectations
regarding “replicability”, “validation” and availability of
“data” to scientists designing and publishing their studies.

2) The cost to the agency to post and maintain the integrity

of data and models may be an implementation challenge.

17.

lll. Request for
Comment

18772

The proposed rule includes a provision allowing the
Administrator to exempt significant regulatory
decisions on a case-by-case basis if he or she
determines that compliance is impracticable
because it is not feasible to ensure that all dose
response data and models underlying pivotal
regulatory science are publicly available in a fashion
that is consistent with law, protects privacy and
confidentiality, and is sensitive to national and
homeland security, or in instances where OMB’
Information Quality Bulletin for Peer Review
provides for an exemption (Section IX). The agency
requests comment on whether these exemptions
are appropriate, and on whether there are other
situations in which specific significant regulatory
actions, or specific categories of significant
regulatory actions should be exempted.

In order to limit the potential for exempting pivotal studies that
do not meet the data transparency requirements the studies in
question should meet a minimal threshold of study quality.

18.

40 CFR part 30

18773

§ 30.1 What is the purpose of this subpart?

This subpart directs EPA to ensure that the
regulatory science underlying its actions is publicly
available in a manner sufficient for independent
validation.

The definition of independent validation is not clear. It is not
clear if the intent is to reproduce study conclusions using
underlying data, replicate entire studies, or validate the use of
data extracted from published studies in a dose response
model. Please present a clear definition.
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19.

40 CFR part 30

18773

§ 30.2 What definitions apply to this subpart?

As used in this subpart, all terms not defined herein
shall have the meaning given them in the Act orin
subpart A; and the following terms shall have the
specific meanings given them.

Dose response data and models means the data
and models used to characterize the quantitative
relationship between the amount of dose or
exposure to a pollutant, contaminant, or substance
and the magnitude of a predicted health or
environmental impact. Such functions typically
underlie pivotal regulatory science that drives the
size of benefit-cost calculations, the level of a
standard, and/or the points of departure from which
reference values (reference doses or reference
concentrations) are calculated.

Research data means “research data” as that
term is defined in Uniform Administrative
Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit
Requirements for Federal Awards.

Dose response data and models:

1) As presented the definition of “dose response data and
models” might be construed to include fate and transport
models of pollutants, contaminants or substances since
they may be used to estimate exposure. If this is not the
intent, they should be made exceptions.

2) s the intent to include ecological effects to flora and
fauna as is inferred by including “environmental
impacts™? If not, the definition should be revised.

Research dafta: We searched 82 FR 94, 22609 and found no
definition of “research data”. If it is defined elsewhere please
include that citation or insert a definition in the Rule.

20.

40 CFR part 30

18773-18774

§ 30.5 What requirements apply to EPA’s use of
dose response data and models underlying pivotal
regulatory science?

When promulgating significant regulatory actions,
the Agency shall ensure that dose response data
and models underlying pivotal regulatory science
are publicly available in a manner sufficient for
independent validation.

It is not clear what “independent validation” means. Clarify
whether this means all the information required to replicate
the entire study should be included or whether this is limited to
data once generated.

21.

40 CFR part 30

18774

§ 30.6 What additional requirements pertain to the
use of dose response data and models underlying
pivotal regulatory science?

EPA shall describe and document any assumptions
and methods used, and should describe variability
and uncertainty. EPA shall evaluate the
appropriateness of using default assumptions,
including assumptions of a linear, no-threshold dose
response, on a case-by-case basis. EPA shall
clearly explain the scientific basis for each model
assumption used and present analyses showing the
sensitivity of the modeled results to alternative
assumptions. When available, EPA shall give
explicit consideration to high quality studies that
explore: A broad class of parametric dose-response

Suggest changing the text to read that “In the main text of an
analysis, EPA shall describe and document any assumptions
and methods used, and should clearly present, in the main
text, especially any procedure used for the first time in
that type of evaluations (e.g., IRIS or TSCA) as well as
presenting the results of using the standard procedure.”
In the past, this information has neither been highlighted, e.g.,
that is it a novel procedure, or been in an appendix, footnote,
or note on a table or figure. Deviations from standard
procedures and guidance are expected, especially in cases
where more than the usual amounts and types of data are
available. Highlighting them, providing information on how the
results differ from that which would result from “standard”
procedures, and requesting specific review of such changes
would not only save reviewers from each trying to discover

ED_002480_00080315-00007




or concentration-response models; a robust set of
potential confounding variables; nonparametric
models that incorporate fewer assumptions; various
threshold models across the dose or exposure
range; and models that investigate factors that
might account for spatial heterogeneity.

and evaluate this information, but also provide explicit support
or suggested changes to improve such changes.

22.

40 CFR part 30

18774

§ 30.10 What other requirements apply under this
subpart?

EPA shall implement the provisions of this section
consistent with the definition of “research data” in
Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost
Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal
Awards, exemptions in Public Law 89-487, and
other applicable federal laws. Where appropriate,
data sharing agreements and state-of-the-art data-
masking techniques may be employed to facilitate
access to information.

The EPA is encouraged to cooperate with other federal
agencies to generate common data access, management and
storage standards. The EPA is also encouraged to participate
openly with the PubChem and the NTP’s databases.
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

Sent: 9/11/2018 4:40:32 PM

To: Ghanta, Venu G [Venu.Ghanta@duke-energy.com]

Subject: RE: Florence update

That's fine. Please also include wright peter@epa.gov; breen barry@epa.gov; and glenn_trey@epa.gov. Trey is the R4
Regional Administrator.

From: Ghanta, Venu G [mailto:Venu.Ghanta@duke-energy.com]
Sent: Tuesday, September 11, 2018 12:03 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>

Subject: Florence update

Ryan-We are sending out a daily update like the one below on Hurricane Florence. Are you okay with receiving this or
would you suggest it go to someone else? | am also trying to identify the right person to send o in R4,

Thanks, Yenu

Venu Ghanta
Federal Reguiotory Affairs Director
325 7th Street NW, Suite 300, Washington, DC 20004

- . Ex.6

From: Natonski, Pepper P. [mailto:Pepper.Natonski@duke-energy.com]
Sent: Monday, September 10, 2018 8:40 PM

Cc: Renjel, Louis E.

Subject: Pre-storm update 2

Good evening -

Please see additional information below about storm restoration crews, contact information and important safety
reminders.

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out. As a reminder, my cell isi Ex. 6 As
this storm will be an all hands on deck effort company wide, please also save contact info for my boss, Louis
Renjel, copied, ati Ex. 6 iPlease let us know how we can be helpful.

Thanks,

Pepper
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Sept. 10, 2018

Duke Energy urges Carolinas customers to prepare for dangerous Hurricane Florence

- Widespread power outages likely in North Carolina and South Carolina — lasting multiple days to
weeks

CHARLOTTE, N.C. -- As forecasts increasingly predict that Hurricane Florence is expected to significantly
impact North Carolina and South Carolina, Duke Energy is preparing for the storm and urges customers to do
the same.

The company expects widespread damage and power outages as Hurricane Florence is forecasted to be a large
and extremely dangerous storm system, packing fierce winds and torrential rainfall.

Historical data and company experience indicate that total power restoration from a storm of this magnitude
could take multiple days to several weeks — depending on the extent of damage and post-storm conditions, such
as ongoing high winds and severe flooding, after the storm passes though the region.

“Hurricane Florence continues to strengthen and poses a significant threat to the Carolinas, possibly surpassing
the damage seen from Hurricane Matthew in 2016 because of the potential for inland hurricane-force winds and
a substantial amount of rainfall,” said Duke Energy senior meteorologist Max Thompson.

“All Duke Energy customers in the Carolinas could see impacts from this storm and should make plans now to
prepare their homes and families. We join state officials in asking everyone to take this storm seriously. We also
ask our customers for their patience ahead of what will be a lengthy period of power restoration and recovery
from this major storm,” Thompson said.

The governors of North Carolina and South Carolina have declared states of emergency in advance of the
hurricane.

Duke Energy has a detailed storm response plan in place.
In advance of the hurricane, Duke Energy is moving power restoration crews from its Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky
and Florida utilities so that they are staged in the Carolinas and ready to help the company’s Carolinas-based

crews restore power as soon as it 1s safe to do so.

In addition, line technicians and workers are checking equipment, supplies and inventories to ensure adequate
materials are available to make repairs and restore power outages.

The company also is working with the Southeastern Electric Exchange to secure additional crews from other
energy companies to assist.

Restoring power after a massive storm can be extremely challenging for utility repair crews, as travel and work
conditions can be impacted by high winds and widespread flooding — making repair work lengthy and difficult.

Before power can be restored, crews first must assess the extent of damage — which can take 24 hours or more —
to determine which crews, equipment and supplies will be needed before repairs can begin.

Important reminders
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The following tips can help you and your family stay safe if the power goes out:

« Stay away from power lines that have fallen or are sagging. Consider all lines energized as well as trees,
limbs or anything in contact with lines.

¢ Create (or update) an emergency supply kit to save valuable time later. The kit should include
everything an individual or family would need for at least two weeks, especially medicines and other
supplies that might be hard to find after a storm strikes.

¢ Maintain a supply of water and non-perishable food.

o Keep a portable radio or TV, or NOAA weather radio on hand to monitor weather forecasts and
important information from state and local officials.

« Charge cellphones, computers and other electronic devices in advance of the storm to stay connected to
important safety and response information. Consider purchasing portable chargers and make sure they
are fully charged as well.

» Maintain a plan to move family members — especially those with special needs — to a safe, alternative
location in case an extended power outage occurs or evacuation is required.

¢ Pet owners can make arrangements to stay at evacuation shelters that accept pets, friends' or family
members' homes, or pet-friendly hotels.

« Review insurance policies, and include extra copies of the policies and other important documents in
your emergency supply kit (ideally in a waterproof container).

s Report all power line hazards using the following phone numbers:
o Duke Energy Carolinas customers — 800.769.3766
o Duke Energy Progress customers — 800.419.6356
¢ If apower line falls across a car that you're in, stay in the car. If you MUST get out of the car due to a
fire or other immediate life-threatening situation, do your best to jump clear of the car and land on both

feet. Be sure that no part of your body is touching the car when your feet touch the ground.

Customers should stay tuned to local news for the latest advisories from the National Weather Service and
National Hurricane Center (NHC), as well as state and local emergency management officials.

For a "Hurricane Kit Checklist," and important safety information visit http://www.ready.gov. In addition, tips
on what to do before, during and after a storm can be found at hitp://www.duke-energy. com/safety-and-
preparedness/storm-safety. A checklist serves as a helpful guide, but it's critical before, during and after a storm
to follow the instructions and warnings of emergency management officials in your area.

Click here for a video demonstration and to read more about safety around power lines.

QOutage reporting
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Before the storm hits, customers should note how to report power outages. Customers who experience an outage
during the storm can report it by:

s Visiting http://duke-energy.com on a desktop computer or mobile device.

o Texting OUT to 57801 (standard text and data charges may apply).

» Calling the automated outage-reporting system at 800-769-3766 for Duke Energy Carolinas customers
and 800-419-6356for Duke Energy Progress customers.

For storm or power restoration updates, follow Duke Energy on Twitter (@DukeEnergy) and Facebook (Duke
Energy).

High water

In anticipation of the forecast of potential significant rainfall from Hurricane Florence, Duke Energy continues
to lower lake levels by moving water along all river basins and operating our available hydro units.

The designs of the company’s dams and current water levels determine the best way to move water at any given
time.

If we receive significant rainfall, lake levels will rise much more quickly due to runoff.
High-water safety reminders
¢ People who live along lakes and rivers, and in other low-lying areas or areas prone to flooding, should
pay close attention to local emergency management officials, national weather service and media for

changing weather conditions and rising lake and river levels.

« High water conditions can create navigational hazards and the public should use caution and adhere to
the advice of local emergency management officials before going on area lakes or rivers.

¢« Members of the public that have electrical service to facilities (piers, outside lighting on seawalls, etc.)
on or near the water, should have a qualified electrical contractor de-energize this service to avoid
injuries and equipment damage.

o Forupdated lake level information, go to http://duke-energy com/community/lakesor call Duke Energy’s
Lake Neighbor Information line at 800-829-Lake (5253).

Duke Energy

Headquartered in Charlotte, N.C., Duke Energy (NYSE: DUK) is one of the largest energy holding companies
in the U.S., with approximately 29,000 employees and a generating capacity of 49,500 megawatts. The
company is transforming its customers' experience, modernizing its energy grid, generating cleaner energy and
expanding its natural gas infrastructure to create a smarter energy future for the people and communities it
serves.

The company's Electric Utilities and Infrastructure unit serves approximately 7.6 million retail electric
customers in six states —North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida, Indiana,Ohio and Kentucky. Its Gas Utilities
and Infrastructure unit distributes natural gas to approximately 1.6 million customers in five states — North
Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Ohio and Kentucky. Its Commercial Renewables unit operates a growing
renewable energy portfolio across the U.S.
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A Fortune 125 company, Duke Energy was named to Fortune's 2018 "World's Most Admired Companies" list
and Forbes' 2018 "America's Best Employers" list.

More information about the company is available at http://duke-energy.com. The Duke Energy News

Center includes news releases, fact sheets, photos, videos and other materials. Duke

Energy's illumination features stories about people, innovations, community topics and environmental issues.
Follow Duke Energy on Twitter, Linkedln, Instagram and Facebook.

Pepper Natonskd

Director, Federal Government Affairs

Buke Energy Corporation

325 7th Street, NW | Suite 300 | Washington, DC 20004
Ex. 6 ipepper.natonski@duke-energy.com
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]
Sent: 9/7/2018 3:45:01 PM

To: Freedhoff, Michal (EPW) [Michal_Freedhoff@epw.senate.gov]

CC: Repko, Mary Frances (EPW) [mary_frances_repko@epw.senate.gov]; Lyons, Troy [lyons.troy@epa.gov]
Subject: Re:

oh yeah. we have some experience with that.

Ryan Jackson
Chief of staff

> On Sep 7, 2018, at 9:18 AM, Freedhoff, Michal (EPW) <Michal_Freedhoff@epw.senate.gov> wrote:
>

> You don’t think a Burr LWCF hold can be resolved? :-)

>

> Sent from my iPhone

>

>> On Sep 7, 2018, at 11:14 AM, Jacksen, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov> wrote:
>>

>> WRDA. well a lot of Tuck on that.

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>
>> Ryan Jackson
>> Chief of staff
>> U.S. EPA

>>> 0On Sep 7, 2018, at 8:58 AM, Freedhoff, Michal (EPW) <Michal_rreedhoff@epw.senate.gov> wrote:
>>>

>>> Thanks for that!

>>>

>>> We are open from 11:30-2 and 4:30-5:30 unless MF needs to deal with WRDA unexpectedly.

>>>

>>> What works for you?

>>>

>>> Sent from my iPhone

>>>

>>>> On Sep 7, 2018, at 10:51 AM, Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov> wrote:
>>>>

>>>> Congratulations on Thursday night. I wanted to wait until the smoke cleared but Troy and I wanted
to get in the phone with you to talk nominations.

>>>>

>>>>

>>>>

>>>>

>>>>

>>>>

>>>>
>>>> Ryan Jackson
>>>> Chief of staff
>>>>IU.S. EPA
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

Sent: 8/30/2018 3:12:30 AM

To: michal_freedhoff@epw.senate.gov

Subject: Fwd:

From: "Breen, Barry" <Breen.Barrv(@epa.gov>
To: "Jackson, Ryan" <jackson.ryvan@epa.gov>
Subject: Bettina is taking on a new role at AU law school

Some details are in the first article in this newsletter

Subject: Fwd: Program on Law and Government Newsletter- August 27, 2018

From: Fernando Laguarda <laguarda@WCL AMERICAN EDU>

To: FALLADJUNCTS <FALLADJUNCTS@ROSTER WCL. AMERICAN EDU>
Sent: Wed, Aug 29, 2018 04:50 PM

Subject: FW: Program on Law and Government Newsletter- August 27, 2018

Monday, August 27, 2018
Program on Law and Government Weekly Newsletier

Welcome baclk!

Welcome back to the start of the new Academic Year at American University Washington College of Law. We had a
very busy year and are delighted to inform vou of the appoiniment of three Senior Affillates in Law and Government:
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Louls Calders has most recently served as Professor of Leadership at The George
Washington University and Senior Fellow at the Cisneros Hispanic Leadership Institute,
where he founded the Presidents’ Alliance on Higher Education and Immigration, a
nationwide coalition highlighting the importance of immigrants to higher education and
advocating for common sense immigration reform. He has extensive public sector
experience, including as Director of the White House Military Office for President Obama,
President of the University of New Mexico, Secretary of the Army for President Clinton
(the first Latino in that post), and as an elected California State Assembly Member.
Professor Caldera holds JD and MBA degrees from Harvard and a BS from West Point. He
will be recommended for appointment as Distinguished Adjunct Professor of Law and
initially will be teaching the Advanced Externship Seminar. His other interests are State
and Local Government Law and the Law of Democracy.

Bettina Polrier is currently Adjunct Associate Professor of Law at WCL. She was previously
Staff Director and Chief Counsel to the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee,
where she served for ten years as a key advisor to Senator Barbara Boxer (D-CA).
Professor Poirier has also served as Deputy Assistant General Counsel for Pollution
Control at the Department of Agriculture. She was previously honored by the Department
of Justice for her work on environment and public lands issues and by the Children’s
Environmental Health Network for her work protecting children from environmental
toxins. Poirier holds a JD from NYU and a BA from Barnard. She will be teaching new
courses in Legislative Drafting and Legislative Negotiations.

Steve Shapiro is currently Adjunct Professor of Law and Director of the Hospitality and
Tourism Law Program. An award-winning teacher, he has extensive experience at the
confluence of general contracting and law in the Greater Washington region and across
the nation, and has served as a project executive for numerous prominent embassy,
hotel, and commercial real estate developments. Professor Shapiro holds undergraduate
and law degrees {including an LLM) from Georgetown, and a Master’s in Engineering from
the University of Maryland. He will continue to chair our Government Contracts Advisory
Board.

Professors Caldera, Poirier, and Shapiro will be present on campus to provide students with curricular and career
counseling and assistance, organize prominent events and activities for the Program on Law and Government, and
serve as resources to faculty and staff. They will leverage their formidable experience and networks from practice at
the intersection of law and public policy in order to better connect our students with the many resources and
opportunities available in Washington and beyond.

The Kavansuzh Nomination: & Panel Discussion

Wormen In Politics: Compalgning and Serving In Ofice during the Year of the Woman
Book Talk: “The Political Sgectrum”

n the Docket: Looking Ahead 3t the New Supreme Court Term

Wini Externship Falr Pre

Fall 2018 Exrernshin Mini Falr ~ Business, Finance, Ta IP & Commundcations; Health

The Kavanaugh Nomination: A Panel Discussion
Wednesday, September 5, 12pm, Claudio Grossman Hall
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Join the Program on Law and Government and guest speakers for a discussion of the issues raised by
President Trump’s nomination of Brett Kavanaugh for Associate Justice of the Supreme Court. Lunch
provided. No RSVP required.

Women in Politics: Campaigning and Serving in Office during the Year of the Woman

Thursday, September 6, 6pm, NTO1

Women are making headlines and having an impact as candidates for office during this election year.
Join the Program on Law and Government and the Women in the Law Program for a penal discussion
with women who have run or are running for office. No RSVP required.

Book Talk: “The Political Spectrum”

Monday, September 24, N102

Join the Program on Law and Government for a book talk with Clemson University economist and
Professor Tom Hazlett, whose book “The Political Spectrum” analyzes the way the FCC works {or doesn’t
work) to promote the public interest. RSVP required, email {swandgov@welamerican.edu.

On the Docket: Looking Ahead at the New Supreme Court Term

Tuesday, September 25, 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m., Claudio Grossman Hall (YT01)

Join the Program on Law and Government and the ABA Public Education Division for an in-depth
discussion of the upcoming Supreme Court term. There will be a brief reception beginning at 5:00 p.m.
followed by a panel from 5:30 p.m. — 7:00 p.m. Our panel will feature a distinguished group of Supreme
Court experts and will be moderated by WCL Professor Steve Wermiel. No RSVP required.

Mini Externship Fair Prep

Thursday, September 27, 2018, Y346

Hundreds of employers will visit WCL for this Fall’s externship fairs. Whether or not you are seeking an
externship, these are great opportunities to meet employers, network and advance your career. Make
the most of your time by signing up for our workshop. Review your resume. Learn how to further your
job search process. Practice networking. RSVP required, email iawandgov@wel.american.adu for more
information.

Fall 2018 Externship Mini Fair — Business, Finance, Tax; IP & Communications; Health

Wednesday, Oct. 3, 2018, 5:00 p.m. — 6:30 p.m., Grossman Hall

The WCL Externship Program is sponsoring an Externship Fair for 2Ls, 3Ls, 4Ls, and LLM students
interested in pursuing a career in one of these specific practice areas. Organizations attending this event
consist of a wide range of government agencies, nonprofit organizations, trade associations, courts and
private firms who are eager to meet WCL students. Registration is free but required. Students who
register will receive a description and contact information for each attending organization prior to the
Fair. Registration is required: https://roo. gl fforms/cHIT PO 102
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Fall 2018 Legisiative Intermnshin - Congresswoman Tulsi Gobbord (D-Hi

Azsociate Legislative Counsel at Earthiustice

Assistant Direcior- Policy and Government Alalrs (PGAL - AIRAC

Congressmember Scheduler/Ofize Manager- Ohio Demoorgt /LS, House

Summmer 2012 Law Student Internships- NAACPR Legal Defense ond Educationg! Fund, Inc,
Soving 2019 Law Clerk- Oceoane

Fall Legsl internship at Center for Suto Safer

Fall 2018 Legisiative Internship- Rep. Tulsi Gabbard {D-Hl)

Tulsi Gabbard is an American politician of the Democratic Party serving as the U.S.

Representative for Hawaii's 2nd congressional district since 2013. She was also a Vice Chair of

the Democratic National Committee until February 28, 2016, when she resigned to endorse Senator
Bernie Sanders for the 2016 Democratic presidential nomination. Elected in 2012, she is the

first Samoan American and the first Hindu member of the United States Congress.

Core responsibilities of this position include: assisting in performing research, processing the mail, data
entry, reception duties, and other office errands. Additional responsibilities include assisting the
legislative team by drafting memoranda on legislation, votes, research project, and an assigned policy
proposal.

Qualifications include good oral and written communication skills, the ability to work cooperatively and
courteously with others, good organizational skills and responsibility, dependability, and a willingness to
learn. This position reports to the Intern Coordinator/Supervisor. Send application to

Patrick kostzie@mail house.gov.

Associate Legislative Counsel at Earthjustice

Earthjustice is the nation’s premier nonprofit environmental law organization. We take on the biggest,
most precedent-setting cases across the country. We wield the power of law and the strength of
partnership to protect people’s health; to preserve magnificent places and wild life; to advance clean
energy; and to combat climate change. We partner with thousands of groups, supporters, individuals
and communities to engage the critical environmental issues of our time, and bring about positive
change. We are here because the earth needs a good lawyer. Founded in 1971, Earthjustice has a
distinguished track record of achieving significant, lasting environmental protections. We achieve this by
hiring talented and dedicated attorneys who share a passion for justice and a healthy environment. Our
headquarters are in San Francisco with nine offices across the U.S. This position assists in the
development and implementation of legislative and administrative strategies on priority issues for
Earthjustice’s Lands, Wildlife, and Oceans Program. The position will focus on oceans/fisheries issues
and will also help support advocacy work on other lands and wildlife issues.
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Responsibilities include Oceans/Fisheries Advocacy and Lands, Wildlife, and Oceans Advocacy Support.
Qualifications include an undergraduate degree, JD degree, and one year of experience in the legislative

Assistant Director- Policy and Government Affairs (PGA) — AIPAC

The American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC)'s mission is to strengthen, protect and promote
the U.S. - Israel relationship in ways that enhance the security of the United States and Israel.

The Assistant Director, Policy and Government Affairs (PGA) will serve as one of AIPAC's registered
lobbyists, responsible for building and maintaining relationships on Capitol Hill and with the broader
Washington, D.C. policy community to support and promote AIPAC’s legislative agenda.

Qualifications include 2-5 years of policy, government relations, advocacy or other relevant experience;
Capitol Hill experience strongly preferred. Apply with cover letter and resume here,

Congressmember Scheduler/Office Manager- Ohio Democrat/U.S. House

Ohio Democrat seeks a high energy, well organized, detail oriented Scheduler/Office Manager for her
Washington, DC Office. Responsibilities include developing and managing the Member’s DC and
national/international schedule and travel arrangements; organizing the Member’s daily briefing
materials; communicating with constituents by phone and email quickly to address requests, concerns,
and questions; maintaining office records, inventory and office supplies; managing the front office;
serving as the emergency office coordinator; and performing other duties as required.

The Scheduler/Office Manager will work closely with the Member and Chief of Staff as well as other DC
and District staff, including the District Scheduler/Office Manager, to coordinate the Member’s short-
term and strategic schedule. The Scheduler/Office Manager will also work with the Chief of Staff and
District Scheduler/Office Manager to ensure efficient and seamless office operations. Mastery of Word,
Excel, and Outlook are essential. Previous Hill and/or campaign scheduling or advance planning
experience is required. This is not an entry level position. Ohio ties and prior experience with a nonprofit
or service organization are a plus. Interested applicants should be available to start no later than
October 1, 2018, if selected. Apply by sending application materials to {1 1Resumes@mail.house.gov.

Summer 2019 Law Student Internships- NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc.

The NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc. (LDF)* is currently accepting applications from
law students for 2019 summer internships for the New York and Washington D.C. offices. Summer
legal interns will be responsible for legal research, memorandum writing, factual investigation,
development of educational and outreach materials, discovery review, and a host of other needs
that arise in LDF’s litigation and advocacy efforts in the areas of Education, Political Participation,
Economic Justice and Criminal justice. Summer interns will be exposed to a variety of activity within
the largest national civil rights coalition, including a series of brown bag luncheons featuring
prominent civil rights and public interest attorneys, attended by interns from numerous non-profit
legal organizations. Internships are unpaid and limited in number. Applicants should apply as soon
as possible beginning September 2018 by sending in a cover letter, résumé, 5-10 page writing sample,
and a list of three references to interns@naacpldf org.

Spring 2019 Law Clerk- Oceana

The Law Department supports Oceana’s policy and legislative initiatives by providing legal advice to
Oceana’s staff, drafting comment letters, developing and supporting strategic federal litigation, and
counseling on legal aspects of advocacy materials. The Law Department’s marine conservation work
involves a variety of domestic laws, including the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
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Management Act, the National Environmental Policy Act, the Endangered Species Act, and the Marine
Mammal Protection Act, as well as international treaties. Oceana’s campaigns focus on promoting
responsible fishing; combating seafood fraud; stopping illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing;
defending U.S. environmental laws; advocating for clean offshore energy; and fighting the expansion of
offshore oil and gas drilling.

The Law Clerk position is designed for a current law school student with an interest in marine
conservation. Law Clerks will be provided work experience commensurate with their skills in a variety of
aspects of the Law Department’s work. For example, Law Clerks perform legal and factual research,
draft legal memoranda and other legal documents, participate in Law Department and campaign
meetings, analyze legislation, help implement lobbying strategies, and attend court or Congressional
hearings. Law Clerks may also be asked to support Oceana’s corporate legal compliance needs. Law
Clerks must work for a minimum of 10 hours/week for 10 weeks; school schedules will be
accommodated. Preference will be given to students willing to work 15-20 hours/week. Law students in
full-time externships or work-study programs are also welcome to apply at iegalhiring@ocsana.org.

Fall Legal Internship at Center for Auto Safety

The Center for Auto Safety, founded by Ralph Nader and Consumers Union in 1970 in
Washington, DC, the nation’s leading independent non-profit organization providing consumers
a voice for auto safety, quality, and fuel economy, is seeking a legal intern with an interest in
joining a fast-paced work environment and making a difference in these important areas. To
learn more, visit: www. autosafetyv.or

The role will touch on the following areas: Litigation, Administrative Law, Freedom of
information Act, Legislation, Research and Writing. Open to current 2Ls or 3Ls. To apply or for
more info, send an email to contactdautosatety.org.

For more information, check out the Progrom on Low and Government anual report:
bitfy/lowlovieport

if you wish to unsubscribe from our weekly newsletter click hers.
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CERTY program on Law & Government

WASHINGTON Fall 2018 Events
COLLEGE o LAW
August
, September, cont,
@”?@??ﬁ é& Alumni Panel;
" Tuesday, August 21, 9:30 a.m. ﬁeﬁﬁﬁfﬁgg? ﬁ:ﬁsirﬁgnfiiﬁg%z
New Law & Government LLM 12-1:30pm, Y340
ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ&ﬁéﬁﬁ A $ 22
cedanesday, AUgqus s
1:30-2.30pm, Y346
Law and Government Al i f2 ; he Hill
Birthday Party, all welcome! A egeption on the Hi
Wednesday, August 28, Location TBD

12-1pm, Faculty Lounge
ALR %ymgmﬁfum: Mass and

’ Fake Comments in Rulemakin
September Friday. October 5, 9am-2pm. NTO1T
Supreme Court Nomination Panel cg s :
ednesday, September 5, Jurist in ﬁ@fﬁg@@{?ﬁﬁ; o
12-1:30pm, Claudio Grossman Hall Hon. Stephen Higginson

October 18-20

Women in Politics: 2018 Federal General Counsels

Thursday, September 6,

; \ ; Forum: with Max Stier
6-8pm, laudio Grossman Hail Tuesday, October 23, 6-8pm,
ECC Spectrum Policy. with Claudio Grossman Hall
@%mﬁd ﬁ@}éﬁ&;& &i&giﬁi
onday, September 24, :
12-1:30pm, N102 E&"’%@immg S
“e Congress Broken?”
Looking Ahead at the New ThursdaygNovember 15,
Supreme Court Term 12-1:30pm, NTO7

Tuesday, September 25,
12-1:30pm, Claudio Grossman Hal

Folow us on socisd media or sign-up for our newslelier to recebre mors inko about thase svenls,

paas

¥y @ G

Follow us on Twitter: Like us on Facebook: Follow as on instagram:
@RLawGovAUWIL @ LawGovAUWCL @auwcl lawgov

To signup for cur
newsietier, email
lawandgov@wdl.american.edu.

For more information about the Progrom on Law & Government, please visit:

PR WL BT Y
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

Sent: 9/6/2018 12:29:31 AM

To: Holland, Luke {Inhofe) [Luke_Holland@inhofe.senate.gov]

Attachments: TAB D - ESOH Pilot Program for FUDS Cleanups.docx

I'll explain.

Ryan Jackson

Chief of Staff

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Ex.6
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SEC. . PILOT PROGRAM TO USE COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS AT
FORMERLY USED DEFENSE SITES TO EXPEDITE REUSE.

Section 2701(d) of title 10, United States Code, is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (2), (3), (4), and (5) as paragraphs (3), (4), (5),
and (6) respectively;

(2) in paragraph (1), by striking “into agreements” and inserting “into a
cooperative agreement”;

(3) by inserting after paragraph (1) the following new paragraph—

“(2) PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM.—The Secretary may enter into a cooperative agreement
with the owner of a site formerly used by or under the jurisdiction of the Secretary (in this
paragraph “site”) to assume or share the costs to engage in a remedial action required because of
the release, due to the activities of the Department of Defense, of a hazardous substance at the
site.

“(A) A cooperative agreement under this paragraph shall—

“(1) promote the cost effectiveness and service delivery efficiency of such
a remedial action;

“(2) identify cost-saving service delivery alternatives that reduce the delay
in performing the remedial action;

“(3) provide an incentive for investment in the site using other than
Federal appropriations; and

“(4) reduce the risk to public safety by accelerating the remediation of the

site.
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“(B) In entering into a cooperative agreement under this paragraph, the Secretary
shall—

“(1) publicly solicit from the owner of a site a proposal in which the owner
is willing to enter into a cooperative agreement under this paragraph to assume or
share the costs of remediation of the site;

“(2) after a determination of best interest to the government, and at the
request of the owner of a site, enter into a cooperative agreement with the owner
under which the owner is provided with support, to include partial payments from
the Department, in exchange for work to carry out the scope of the services of the
cooperative agreement;

“(3) seek to reduce the risk to public safety; and

“(4) ensure the agreement is in the best interest of the United States.

“(C) The authority provided by this paragraph to enter into new cooperative
agreements shall expire on September 30, 2021.”;

(4) in paragraph (3), as redesignated by paragraph (1) above, by striking “An
agreement with an agency under subsection (d) may be for a period that begins in one
fiscal year and ends in another fiscal year so long as the period of the agreement does not
exceed two years. This two-year limitation does not apply to an agreement funded” and
inserting “The document obligating funds for a cooperative agreement with an agency
under subsection (d) may be for a period that begins in one fiscal year and ends in
another fiscal year so long as the period of the funding document does not exceed two

years. This two-year limitation does not apply to a funding document funded”; and
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(5) in paragraph (4), as redesignated by paragraph (1) above, by striking “An
agreement” each place it appears and inserting “A cooperative agreement”.
Section-by-Section Analysis

This proposal would authorize the use of cooperative agreements at formerly used
defense sites (FUDS) to expedite reuse through accelerated cleanup using private capital and
management. Currently such cooperative agreements can only be used, with regard to the
property owner, if there are Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and
Liability Act of 1980 (CERCLA) section 120(h) covenants in the transfer deed. Since FUDS
properties were generally transferred prior to the enactment of the covenant requirements in
1986, they have no such deed provisions and fall outside the current authority of 10 U.S.C.
2701(d)(1).

The goals and requirements of this authority are to encourage private investment in order
to expedite the cleanup, and therefore the reuse, of FUDS. Allowing the DoD to pay a property
owner to engage in a cleanup that DoD would itself have to accomplish in any case can, in
appropriate cases, result in faster and less expensive cleanups compared to those under the
standard FUDS program. To obtain the additional value of expedited cleanup, the owner would
be expected to contribute to the cleanup, further benefiting DoD. The alternative for the property
owner could be an indefinite wait for DoD to deal with the site in priority or to expend the
additional time and resources to perform the cleanup on its own and then litigate with the United
States to recover the costs.

The proposal would also clarify that agreements under section 2701(d) are cooperative
agreements and that they are not limited in time, but that their funding annexes (which actually
obligate funds) are still limited to under two fiscal years. This will bring the actual practice and
the statute into synchronicity. For instance, DoD currently has a very large number of
agreements under section 2701(d) with states and territories. Those agreements are not time-
limited. However, their funding annexes are time-limited so that every other year, DoD and the
state or territory enter into a new funding annex while the base agreement continues on without
change.

Budget Implications: This proposal will not increase outlays. Any costs will come from the
already budgeted FUDS program. Such costs do not increase the cost of the program, they only
shift the priorities of sites as between years. Outlays are already included in the Fiscal Year
2019 President’s budget.

RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS ($ MILLIONS)

FY FY FY FY FY | Appropriation | Budget Dash-1 | Program

2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023 From Activity | Line Item | Element
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Total | $0.0 | $0.0 | $0.0 | $0.0 | $0.0 N/A N/A N/A N/A

USD(AT&L) Priority:
Resubmission Information: This proposal is being submitted for the first time.

Component Subject Matter Expert: Ms. Maureen Sullivan, DASD(EI&EYESOH); 703-695-
7957, Maureen. Sullivan18 . civ@mail mil.

Reviewing Legal Counsel: Mr. Philip Sheuerman, DoDGC(EE&T); 703-692-2287,
Philip.Sheuerman.civ@mail mil.

Reviewing Comptroller POC:

Component Contact for OMB: Ms. Maureen Sullivan; DASD(EI&E)ESOH); 703-695-7957;
Maureen.Sullivan18.civ@mail mil.

Changes to Existing Law:
10 U.S.C. § 2701

(d) SERVICES OF OTHER ENTITIES —

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (34), the Secretary may enter into a cooperative
agreements on a reimbursable or other basis with any other Federal agency, any State or local
government agency, any Indian tribe, any owner of covenant property, or any nonprofit
conservation organization to obtain the services of the agency, Indian tribe, owner, or
organization to assist the Secretary in carrying out any of the Secretary’s responsibilities
under this section. Services which may be obtained under this subsection include the
identification, investigation, and cleanup of any off-site contamination resulting from the
release of a hazardous substance or waste at a facility under the Secretary’s jurisdiction.

(2) PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM.—The Secretary may enter into a cooperative agreement with
the owner of a site formerly used by or under the jurisdiction of the Secretary (in this
paragraph “site”) to assume or share the costs to engage in a remedial action required
because of the release, due to the activities of the Department of Defense, of a hazardous
substance at the site.

(A) A cooperative agreement under this paragraph shall—

(1) promote the cost effectiveness and service delivery efficiency of such a
remedial action;

(2) identify cost-saving service delivery alternatives that reduce the delay in
performing the remedial action;

(3) provide an incentive for investment in the site using other than Federal
appropriations; and

(4) reduce the risk to public safety by accelerating the remediation of the site.
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(B) In entering into a cooperative agreement under this paragraph, the Secretary
shall—

(1) publicly solicit from the owner of a site a proposal in which the owner is
willing to enter into a cooperative agreement under this paragraph to assume or share
the costs of remediation of the site;

(2) after a determination of best interest to the government, and at the request of
the owner of a site, enter into a cooperative agreement with the owner under which
the owner is provided with support, to include partial payments from the Department
in exchange for work to carry out the scope of the services of the cooperative
agreement;

(3) seek to reduce the risk to public safety: and

(4) ensure the agreement is in the best interest of the United States.

(C) The authority provided by this paragraph to enter into new cooperative
agreements shall expire on September 30, 2021.

(23) CROSS-FISCAL YEAR AGREEMENTS.—The document obligating funds for a An
cooperative agreement with an agency under subsection (d) may be for a period that begins
in one fiscal year and ends in another fiscal year so long as the period of the funding
document agreement does not exceed two years. This two-year limitation does not apply to
an-agreement funding document funded using amounts in the Department of Defense Base
Closure Account established under section 2906 of the Defense Base Closure and
Realignment Act of 1990 (part A of title XXIX of Public Law 101-510; [ HYPERLINK
"http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/10" \o "Title 10 - ARMED FORCES" | US.C. [
HYPERLINK "http://www.law.cornell edu/uscode/text/10/usc_sec 10 00002687----000-
notes" \o "2687 note" ]).

(34) LIMITATION ON REIMBURSABLE AGREEMENTS. —As# cooperative agreement with an
agency under paragraph (1) may not provide for reimbursement of the agency for regulatory
enforcement activities. Asn cooperative agreement under such paragraph with respect to a site
also may not change the cleanup standards selected for the site pursuant to law.

(45) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

(A) The term “Indian tribe” has the meaning given such term in section 101(36) of
CERCLA ([ HYPERLINK "http://www law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42" \o "Title 42 -
THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE" J U.S.C. [ HYPERLINK
"http://www.law .cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/9601" \o "§ 9601 - Definitions" | |
HYPERLINK "http://www.law.cornell edu/uscode/text/42/usc_sec 42 00009601----000-
"\ "36" \o "(36)" ).

(B) The term “nonprofit conservation organization” means any non-governmental
nonprofit organization whose primary purpose is conservation of open space or natural
resources.

(C) The term “owner of covenant property” means an owner of property subject to a
covenant provided by the United States in accordance with the requirements of
paragraphs (3) and (4) of section 120(h) of CERCLA (| HYPERLINK
"http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42" \o "Title 42 - THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND
WELFARE" 1 U.S.C. [ HYPERLINK "http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/9620"
\o "§ 9620 - Federal facilities" | | HYPERLINK
"http://www.law.cornell edu/uscode/text/42/usc_sec 42 00009620----000-"\1 "h" ‘o
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"(h)" 1), so long as the covenant property is the site at which the services procured under

paragraph (1) are to be performed.

(56) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this subsection affects the applicability of section
120 of CERCLA ([ HYPERLINK "http://www.law.cornell edu/uscode/text/42" \o "Title 42 -
THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE" | U.S.C. [ HYPERLINK
"http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/9620" \o "§ 9620 - Federal facilities" ]) to the
Department of Defense or the obligations and responsibilities of the Department of Defense

under subsection (h) of such section.

Kok ok koo
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

Sent: 8/16/2018 7:53:11 PM

To: Venuto, Sarah (Manchin) [Sarah_Venuto@manchin.senate.gov]

Subject: RE: Hey Ryan

we connected. Happy to always.

————— original Message-----

From: Venuto, Sarah (Manchin) [mailto:Sarah_venuto@manchin.senate.gov]
Sent: Thursday, August 16, 2018 1:42 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Hey Ryan

Sounds like it - thank you! Sorry for the surprise call.

————— original Message-----

From: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>

Sent: Thursday, August 16, 2018 12:55 PM

To: Venuto, Sarah (Manchin) <Sarah_venuto@manchin.senate.gov>
Subject: RE: Hey Ryan

So we are calling him at 2:45 today?

————— original Message-----

From: Venuto, Sarah (Manchin) [mailto:Sarah_venuto@manchin.senate.gov]
Sent: Thursday, August 16, 2018 9:50 AM

To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>

Subject: Hey Ryan

Sarah Venuto
.Senator_Joe Manchin III
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

Sent: 8/20/2018 8:50:43 PM

To: Niemeyer, Lucian L Il HON OSD OQUSD ATL (US) [lucian.l.niemeyer.civ@mail.mil]

Subject: Re: [Non-DoD Source]

Thanks. I'll connect with you.

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff

On Aug 20, 2018, at 4:48 PM, Niemeyer, Lucian L 1 HON OSD OUSD ATL (US) <iugian.Lniemeyer.civi@msil mil> wrote:

Left you a vm. Traveling for the energy exchange through Thursday. Available by cell at number below,

Respectfully,

On Aug 20, 2018, at 10:49 AM, Jackson, Ryan <iackson. rven@epa. gov> wrote:

All active links contained in this email were disabled. Please verify the identity of the sender, and
confirm the authenticity of all links contained within the message prior to copying and pasting
the address to a Web browser.

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff

On Aug 20, 2018, at 10:30 AM, Niemeyer, Lucian L Il HON OSD OUSD ATL (US)
<luciznlnlemeyer civi®@matimil < Caution-mgiitoiucian.iniemeyver.civ@magilmil > > wrote:

Good Morning Rl: When would be a good time to talk?
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From: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.rvan@epa.gov < Caution-
mailtodacksonrvan@ena. goy > >

Sent: Friday, August 17, 2018 4:31 PM

To: Niemeyer, Lucian L Il HON OSD OQUSD ATL (US)
<lucian. . niemeyer civ@mail.mil < Caution-
maitoducian.bniemeyerciv@mailmil > >

Subject: [Non-DoD Source]

All active links contained in this email were disabled. Please verify
the identity of the sender, and confirm the authenticity of all links
contained within the message prior to copying and pasting the
address to a Web browser.

When you get a moment, | wanted to reach you re the attached. | think
there’s a lot of misinformation swirling.

My cell is! Ex. 6

Ryan Jackson

Chief of Staff

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Ex. 6

Deliberative Document — Not Subject to FOIA
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Message

From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Attachments:

Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC8BD60-JACKSON, RY]

8/17/2018 11:17:43 AM

luke_holland@inhofe.senate.gov; jennie_wright@inhofe.senate.gov
DRAFT TALKERS. pdf

DRAFT TALKERS. pdf; ATTO0001.txt

Points for remarks, intervirews, oped, social media for after tuesday’s announcement.
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DRAFT — NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION EMBARGOED UNTIL EPA ISSUES PROPOSED RULE Press Release

TALKING POINTS

e One of President Trump’s earliest and most important executive orders directed EPA to
review the Clean Power Plan (CPP) and repeal, replace, or revise it.

e This signaled to the nation that the war on coal is over and a new era of energy dominance is
underway.

e (PP is an overreach of EPA’s authority under the Clean Air Act. Instead of regulating
individual sources, it tried to set national energy policy, the mix of our generation base.

e 150 entities, including 27 states, 24 trade associations, 37 rural electric co-ops, and three
labor unions challenged the rule. A bipartisan majority of the U.S. Congress also formally
disapproved of CPP.

e Because CPP exceeded the Agency’s authority, the Supreme Court intervened and issued a
historic stay. The Court had never before stayed a rule while a lower court was reviewing it.

e Independent economic analysis by NERA found that CPP’s overreach would have cost up to
$292 billion and caused double digit electricity price increases in 40 states.

e These rising energy prices would have hurt low and middle-income Americans the most.

e According to a 2015 analysis that assessed the impact of high energy prices. middle-income
Americans spend nearly 20% of their after-tax income on residential and transportation
energy. Low-income Americans spend more than 20%.

e CPP would have hurt minorities and senior citizens disproportionally, since most live in low
or middle-income households.

e According to Harry Alford, President of the National Black Chamber of Commerce, CPP
would increase Black poverty by 23 percent and Hispanic poverty by 26 percent. It would
result in cumulative job losses of 7 million for Blacks and nearly 12 million for Hispanics in
2035.

e Under President Trump, the unemployment rate for Black and Hispanic Americans is at an
all-time low.

e Americans deserve better than CPP, From day one, President Trump listened to those who
wanted him to roll back this punitive climate plan.

e Through the courts, EPA has a responsibility to regulate carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions
from power plants.

e We will not use that authority to pick winners and losers. Instead, we will operate within the
four corners of the Clean Air Act. The era of top-down, one-size-fits-all mandates is over.

o EPA’s proposed replacement rule sets greenhouse gas guidelines for power plants consistent
with the law and respective of the states’ important roles. Unlike CPP, the alternative rule
ensures states will play their proper role under the Clean Air Act (section 111(d)) and our
federalist system: they will be the ones to establish standards of performance for existing
sources in line with EPA’s emission guidelines.

e The rule will empower states to reduce emissions and provide modern, reliable power at an
affordable cost for all Americans.

e One key element of the rule would update EPA’s New Source Review permitting program to
encourage our nation’s power plants invest in the latest, most efficient technologies. These
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permitting updates would also protect states against increased permitting burdens and
wasteful compliance costs so they can focus their state plans on improving environmental
outcomes instead of bureaucratic red tape.

e The rule will not interfere with states as they construct diverse, reliable energy portfolios.

e A diverse, reliable energy portfolio is essential to the President’s goal of energy dominance.

e Energy dominance is good for America and good for the world. We can create real wealth
and prosperity at home while providing true energy security to our allies across the globe.

e America is the gold standard for energy production and environmental protection.

e From 2010 to 2018, total U.S. energy-related carbon dioxide emissions will fall by nearly 7
percent, according to the Energy Information Administration In contrast, global emissions
are increasing by 10 percent. The U.S. is doing its part to address this problem without the
Paris agreement or the failed and overreaching regulations of the prior administration; the
champions of those failed policies are the ones not meeting their commitments.

e Additionally, since 1970, total emissions of the six criteria air pollutants regulated under the
National Ambient Air Quality Standards established through the Clean Air Act have dropped
73 percent, while the economy grew over 250 percent.

o These achievements are attributed largely to American innovation and cooperation between
the states and federal government to implement the nation’s environmental laws.

e The Clean Power Plan would have stunted this progress through regulatory overreach. This
rule will ensure America is a global leader in modern, reliable, affordable energy for decades
to come.

e Carbon dioxide emissions from the power sector will continue to fall under this rule, but this
will happen legaily and with proper respect for the states, unlike CPP.

COSI-BENEFIT of PROPOSAL:

e EPA’sregulatory impact analysis (RIA) for this proposal includes a variety of scenarios.
These scenarios are illustrative because the statute gives states in establishing standards of
performance the flexibility to consider unit-specific factors including the unit’s remaining
useful life.

e The RIA calculates the benefits and costs of three replacement scenarios and one repeal
scenario. All four scenarios find that the proposal will reduce CO2 emissions from their
current level.

e EPA projects that replacing the CPP with the proposal could provide 400 million in annual
net benefits. Complying with the proposal could cost SO0 million less than the CPP’s
compliance costs.

e EPA estimated that the proposal could reduce 2030 CO2 emissions by 0.7% to 1.5% from
projected levels without the CPP — equivalent to the annual emissions of 2.7 million to 5.3
million cars. The rule could also reduce co-pollutant emissions of SO2 and NOX by between
1% and 2% each and mercury by between 0.5% and 1%.

e These illustrative scenarios suggest that when states have fully implemented the proposal,
U.S. power sector CO2 emissions could be 33% to 34% below 2005 levels. This is
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comparable the reductions projected from CPP in 2015, but will be achieved in a legal and
reasonable manner.

e This rule does not address the endangerment finding. EPA has six pending petitions
challenging both the substance and the process of the endangerment finding. We are
evaluating the best path forward. In the meantime, we have a responsibility to fill the void
and provide regulatory certainty to the states and energy sector.

HOW IT WORKS

EPA’s proposal would replace the CPP. It establishes emissions guidelines for state plans to
address greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from existing coal-fired power plants. Implementing
Section 111(d) under the EPA proposal would be a three-step process:

e STEP 1: EPA would finalize guidelines that determine the Best System of Emission
Reduction (BSER).
o EPA evaluates technologies and practices that can be applied to or at a covered
source to reduce emissions of a pollutant.

o EPA is proposing to define BSER at existing coal-fired power plants as heat-rate
efficiency improvements based on a range of  candidate technologies”—an
“inside the fence-line’ determination that focuses on how sources can perform
better and does not attempt to force an accelerated shift to renewables at the grid-
wide level.

o EPA is not setting a presumptive standard of performance. States will be given the
flexibility to design a plan that works for their citizens’ environmental and energy
needs.

e STEP 2: States would have 3 years from the date of finalization to prepare and submit a
plan that establishes a standard of performance.

o The states establish standards of performance that reflect the degree of emission
limitation achievable through the application of the BSER.

O The states will determine which of the “candidate technologies” can be applied to
their sources, and determine what emission reductions will result.

o States have a better understanding of the sources within their borders and can
constder the unique factors of each unit, such as technology and practices that are
already being implemented, remaining useful life, efc.

e STEP 3: Once a state plan is submitted, EPA would have 12 months to determine its
approvability. In the event a state does not submit a plan or fails to submit an approvable
plan, EPA would have 2 years to develop a federal plan.

ED_002480_00080628-00003



Message

From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]
8/23/2018 7:24:40 PM

Russell, Richard (EPW) [Richard_Russell@epw.senate.gov]

Re:

Thanks.

Ryan Jackson

Chief o

t Staff

U.S. EPA

Ex. 6

On Aug 23, 2018, at 3:09 PM, Russell, Richard (EPW) <Richard Russell@epw.senate gov> wrote:

Have not heard of any problems.

Richard Russell
Staff Director
Committee on Environment & Public Works

On Aug 23, 2018, at 3:09 PM, Jackson, Ryan <jackson rvan@epa.gov> wrote:

Have Peter Wright and Chad McIntosh been cleared on the R side of the hotline?

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
U.S. EPA
i Ex. 6
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

Sent: 8/13/2018 4:17:32 PM

To: Barlow Richardson, Michelle (Wicker) [Michelle_Richardson@wicker.senate.gov]

Subject: Re:

Well that sounds good and interesting.

| thought that may be true and Jen but just checking. No poaching.

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff

On Aug 13, 2018, at 10:13 AM, Barlow Richardson, Michelle (Wicker) <hiicheilz Richardson®@wicker.senategov> wrote:

Sorry I missed your call Friday. | just returned from a week in Africa. Tried your office today but got
what felt like a generic voicemail so I'm not sure if you check it!

We hired Jen Jet just last month as our scheduler/executive assistant so she is off the market!
MBR

Michelle Barlow Richardson

Chief of Staff, U S. Senator Roger F. Wicker

555 Dhrksen, Washington, B.C. 20510

& 202-224-6253
<imageQ0l.png><imageQ02.png><imagel03.png><image004.png><image005.png>
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

Sent: 8/17/2018 8:31:18 PM

To: lucian.l.niemeyer.civ@mail.mil

Attachments: MeCl.docx

When you get a moment, | wanted to reach you re the attached. | think there’s a lot of misinformation swirling.

Mycellisi  Ex.6 i

............................. -

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Ex. 6

Deliberative Document — Not Subject to FOIA
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

Sent: 8/16/2018 10:15:14 PM

To: Ex. 6 i

Subject: RE: CV and biosketch/executive Summary

Thank you so much for this. I'll be in touch soon.

From:; Ex. 6 i
Sent: Friday, July 27, 2018 1:27 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>

Subject: CV and biosketch/executive Summary

Importance: High

Dear Ryan,
I am truly sorry for the inordinate delay in sending you my CV and | sincerely apologize for that.

First, | thank you very much for reserving the time to meet with me at your office. | also thank you for providing me an
opportunity to discuss the possibility of working at EPA.

I am not underestimating the challenges - some of which | may not be even appreciate the full magnitude. Please go
over the attached CV and the biosketch; and let me know your thoughts.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.
Thanks again for your time,

Regards,
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

Sent: 8/3/2018 8:26:26 PM

To: Womack, Todd (Corker) [Todd_Womack@corker.senate.gov]

Subject: Re: Resume

Will do and thanks for the suggestion.

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff

On Aug 3, 2018, at 4:22 PM, Womack, Todd (Corker) <Todd Womack@corker senale.gov> wrote:

Ryan-—
it was great to be with you last week., Hope we can do it again very soon.

You mentioned you are looking for a scheduler. | am not quite ready to give her up, but despite that
apprehension, wanted to share the resume of my assistant and our assistant scheduler, Hayly
Humphreys. She is great and would definitely be worth a conversation.

Have a great weekend.,

Todd

From: Humphreys, Hayly (Corker)

Sent: Thursday, July 26, 2018 11:59 AM

To: Womack, Todd {Corker) <Todd Womack@corker.senate.gov>
Subject: Resume

Hayly Humphreys

U.S. Senator Bob Corker (R-Tenn.)

(202) 224-3344

%ign up to receive email updates from Senator Corker.

<image001 png><imagellZ png><imagel03 png><imagell4 png>

<Hayly Humphreys' Resume.pdf>
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC8BD60-JACKSON, RY]
Sent: 8/12/2018 11:10:40 PM

To: John C. Cruden [JCruden@bdlaw.com]
CC: Allan Gates [agates@mwlaw.com]; Dickerson, Aaron [dickerson.aaron@epa.gov]
Subject: RE: RE: Re:

Ok. Well, let’s plan on both then.

Aaron can help us find the best time for the webinar. | think some dates in later August and early September were
originally proposed?

And he would definitely like to confirm to the WY event in October.
And yes, for me, just let me know what may be most convenient.
Thanks again.

Ryan

From: John C. Cruden [mailto:JCruden@bdiaw.com]

Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2018 11:44 AM

To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>

Cc: Allan Gates <agates@mwlaw.com>; Dickerson, Aaron <dickerson.aaron@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: RE: Re:

Excellent. | will have Allan Gates follow up with his scheduler to confirm details.

The webinar would be from his office, by phone, and would be off the record. Three of your AAs have already done a
webinar and , as you know, | would like you to do one as well. We have used the webinar to explore the background of
the speakers, talk about priorities and challenges, and then address specific questions provided in advance to the
speaker.

If Andrew was willing, and we could make our mutual schedules work, | would be his interviewer.

Best

John

By John C Cruden

On Jul 31, 2018, at 11:25 AM, Jackson, Ryan <iackson.rvan®@epa.gov> wrote:

He would like to tentatively confirm for the conference the first week of October in WY.

Is the webinar a call in or electronic contribution or an in person speech?
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From: John C. Cruden [mzilioCruden®bdlaw.com]
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2018 11:14 AM

To: Jackson, Ryan <jgckson.ryvan@ena.gov>

Cc: Allan Gates <agates@mwlaw.com>

Subject: Re:

Thanks Ryan

The American College of Environmental Lawyers has two outstanding requests for Andrew to

speak. Our highest priority would be for him to come to our annual conference in Grand Teton National
park in early October and be our keynote speaker. The audience is completely bipartisan, quite
knowledgeable, and respectful. Last Friday Susan Bodine led a webinar for the College which drew rave
reviews.

We have also invited him to do a webinar in August and | mentioned it to him when | saw him briefly at
a restaurant. If he could not come to the conference we would still like him to do so, but our first
request would be the conference.

The conference starts with a reception the evening of Thursday October 4 and lasts all day Friday and
half day on Saturday. If Andrew can come we would welcome him anytime during the conference that
works for him, but would need to know fairly soon as we are locking in the agenda which has multiple
speakers.

Matt Leopold is also planning on coming and we are working with him now on his schedule.

While | am president of the College, the President elect is a very distinguished lawyer from Arkansas,
Allan Gates, who | am including on this e mail as he has overall responsibility for the conference.

Warm regards
John

President
American College of Environmental Lawyers

By John C Cruden

On Jul 31, 2018, at 8:18 AM, Jackson, Ryan <iackson.rvani@epa.gov> wrote:

Good morning, John.

We have a couple of invitations for Andrew to speak with the ACOEL. One’s an
interview and one’s a speaking event in WY in October. | believe Andrew would like to
attend the event in October and try to couple it with meetings with Senator Barrasso, so
| wanted to check with you on how you'd like to handle the interviews and speaking
event. Much appreciated. Ryan.

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
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Message

From:

Sent:
To:

CccC:
Subject:

Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC8BD60-JACKSON, RY]

7/30/2018 9:29:26 PM
Suzy Tompkins:  Ex. 6 - Personal Email |

Binder, Gordon [gordon.binder@wwfus.org]; Dickerson, Aaron [dickerson.aaron@epa.gov]

RE: checking back about Reilly meeting

Thank you very much. We will get back with you very shortly today.

From: Suzy Tompkins EX. 6 - Personal Email E
Sent: Monday, July 30, 2018 5:29 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>

Cc: Binder, Gordon <gordon.binder@wwfus.org>; Dickerson, Aaron <dickerson.aaron@epa.gov>

Subject:

Re: checking back about Reilly meeting

Dear Ryan,

Late afternoon on August 1 would work well. Could you please confirm the time and location?

Thank you,
Suzy Tompkins
EA to William K. Reilly

Sent fro

m my iPhone

On Jul 30, 2018, at 8:16 AM, Jackson, Ryan <iackson.ryvan@spa.goy> wrote:

Thank you, Gordon, I'm sorry for the delay. | know that Mr. Reilly’s schedule may be full but would later

in the afternoon of Aug 1 work or mid morning on Aug 2?

As always, much appreciated.

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff

On Jul 24, 2018, at 7:38 AM, Binder, Gordon <gordon.binder@wwius.org> wrote:

Bill’s trip to DC is this weekend for a board meeting...we had suggested

Monday/Jly 30, Wed/Aug 1 or Thur am/Aug 2 for a possible meeting with Mr.

Wheeler. If dates don’t work, we can look at the next DC trip.
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I’'m cc’ing Suzy Tompkins, Bill's ass’t in SF who can pin down date and time that
would work

Gordon Binder

Ex. 6

ED_002480_00081174-00002



Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

Sent: 8/7/2018 10:16:54 PM

To: parish.braden@mail.house.gov

Parish, | tried to leave a message for you earlier today, but | don’t think the system was working. Can you call me when

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Ex. 6 i
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

Sent: 7/31/2018 9:41:40 PM

To: Holland, Luke {Inhofe) [Luke_Holland@inhofe.senate.gov]; jennie_wright@inhofe.senate.gov

Subject: Fw:

Attachments: Graphic FOIA Requests Recieved FY15-17.png

| thought you might be interested in the amount of FOIA’s EPA’s Office of the Administrator alone has received.

Not air, water, land, general counsel, research and development, chemicals or other program offices. Just the Office of
the Administrator. Nice chart.

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
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AO Requests Received by Fiscal Year

Fiscal Year 2017 Fiscal Year 2016  Fiscal Year 2015
1,047 202 215
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

Sent: 7/31/2018 9:41:08 PM

To: Russell, Richard (EPW) [Richard_Russell@epw.senate.gov]; Memmott, Justin (EPW)
[Justin_Memmott@epw.senate.gov]

Attachments: Graphic FOIA Requests Recieved FY15-17.png

| thought you might be interested in the amount of FOIA’s EPA’s Office of the Administrator alone has received.

Not air, water, land, general counsel, research and development, chemicals or other program offices. Just the Office of
the Administrator.

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Ex. 6
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AO Requests Received by Fiscal Year

Fiscal Year 2017 Fiscal Year 2016  Fiscal Year 2015
1,047 202 215
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

Sent: 7/31/2018 12:09:07 PM

To: Binder, Gordon [gordon.binder@wwfus.org]

Subject: RE: checking back about Reilly meeting

Perfect. Thank you, sir.

From: Binder, Gordon [mailto:gordon.binder@wwfus.org]
Sent: Tuesday, July 31, 2018 7:25 AM

To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: checking back about Reilly meeting

P oonly in Tuss-Thurs and catching up on emaills.. | do ses the meeting's been set for tomorrow 4.30.. glad
this worked out

Gordon

From: Jackson, Ryan <jzclsonrvan@epa.zoy>

Sent: Monday, July 30,2018 11:17 AM

To: Binder, Gordon <gordon. binder@wwius.org>

Cc: Suzy Tompkins s Ex. 6 - Personal Email Dickerson, Aaron
<givkerson. aaroniepa.gov>

Subject: Re: checking back about Reilly meeting

Thank you, Gordon, I'm sorry for the delay. | know that Mr. Reilly’s schedule may be full but would later in the
afternoon of Aug 1 work or mid morning on Aug 2?

As always, much appreciated.

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
U.S.EPA

On Jul 24, 2018, at 7:38 AM, Binder, Gordon <ggrdon.binder@wwius.org> wrote:

Bill’s trip to DC is this weekend for a board meeting...we had suggested Monday/Jly 30,
Wed/Aug 1 or Thur am/Aug 2 for a possible meeting with Mr. Wheeler. If dates don’t work, we
can look at the next DC trip.

'm cc’ing Suzy Tompkins, Bill's ass’t in SF who can pin down date and time that would work

Gordon Binder
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

Sent: 7/30/2018 10:26:30 PM

To: mark.marin@mail.house.gov

Ryan Jackson
Chief of staff
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

Sent: 8/6/2018 5:29:37 PM

To: David Dunlap | Ex. 6 - Personal Email :

Subject: RE: Dunlap - Resume

Justina Fugh.

From: David Dunlap | Ex. 6 - Personal Email i
Sent: Monday, August 6, 2018 1:29 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: Dunlap - Resume

Her name?

From: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.rvani@spa.gov>
Sent: Monday, August 6, 2018 1:27:40 PM
To: David Dunlap

Subject: RE: Dunlap - Resume

I’'m going to have our career ethics counsel call you to talk work and financials so she can simply gather information on
what you may be recused from working on.

From: David Dunlap; Ex. 6 - Personal Email
Sent: Monday, August 6, 2018 1:22 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson rvan@epa.gov>

Subject: Dunlap - Resume

Attached.
What's next?

DDD
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

Sent: 7/16/2018 11:21:43 AM

To: Martin, Mary [Mary.Martin@mail.house.gov]

Subject: Re: Letter to Ranking Member Elijah E. Cummings Regarding EPA's FOIA Expert Assistance Team.Final.pdf

Please use however you see fit. The briefing offer for any committee is very serious. We take making
the FOIA process working very seriously, and we are focusing on clearing the remaining backlog and
settling pending suits. However, I think it would impress anyone with the amount we receive.

This was written by our chief career deputy general counsel who is also our chief ethics official. I
also believe it’s important to point out that despite excerpts used in a politically charged letter from

House Oversight Democrats, the interviews entire FOIA conversation with me lasted close to an hour. I'm
no longer going to maintain the confidentiality of that interview with committee Democrats behaving the
way they are.

Ryan Jackson
Chief of staff

> on Jul 15, 2018, at 11:35 PM, Martin, Mary <Mary.Martin@mail.house.gov> wrote:
>

> Thanks, Ryan!

>

>> on Jul 15, 2018, at 7:19 PM, Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov> wrote:

>>

>> <Letter to Ranking Member Elijah E. Cummings Regarding EPA's FOIA Expert Assistance Team.Final.pdf>
>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>> Ryan Jackson

>> Chief of staff

>> U.S5. EPA

>> 1 Ex. 6 ;
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

Sent: 7/15/2018 5:56:08 PM

To: Lyons, Troy [lyons.troy@epa.gov]; liz_bowman@ernst.senate.gov

Subject: Fwd: Media Advisory: Acting Administrator Wheeler to Meet with Washington County Chamber of Commerce

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
U.S. EPA

Ex. 6

Begin forwarded message:

From: "EPA Press Office" <press(@epa.gov>

Date: July 15, 2018 at 1:00:01 PM EDT

To: "jackson.rvan@epa.gov" <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>

Subject: Media Advisory: Acting Administrator Wheeler to Meet with Washington County
Chamber of Commerce

Reply-To: press@epa.gov

***MEDIA ADVISORY***
Acting Administrator Wheeler to Meet with Washington County
Chamber of Commerce in Pennsylvania

WASHINGTON (July 15, 2018) — On Monday, July 16, 2018, U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) Acting Administrator Andrew Wheeler will be meeting with the
Washington County Chamber of Commerce in Canonsburg, PA.
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WHO: Acting EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler
EPA Region 3 Administrator Cosmo Servidio
Washington County, PA Chamber of Commerce leadership and members

WHAT: Open press
WHERE: Accutrex Products, Inc.
112 Southpointe Blvd.

Canonsburg, PA 15317

WHEN: Monday, July 16, 2018
1:00 PM - 1:15 PM

Credentialed press please RSVP prior to 10:00 AM on Monday, July 16 at ¢

ji<!--[endif]-->
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

Sent: 7/16/2018 11:18:42 AM

To: Castor, Stephen [Stephen.Castor@mail.house.gov]

Subject: Re: Letter to Ranking Member Elijah E. Cummings Regarding EPA's FOIA Expert Assistance Team.Final.pdf

The briefing offer is very serious. We take making the FOIA process working very seriously, and we are
focusing eon clearing the remaining backlog and settling pending suits. However, I think it would
impress anyone with the amount we receive.

This was written by our chief career deputy general counsel who is also our chief ethics official. I
also believe it’s important to point out that despite excerpts used in a politically charged letter, the
interview's entire FOIA conversation lasted close to an hour.

Ryan Jackson
Chief of staff

> on Jul 15, 2018, at 11:35 PM, Castor, Stephen <Stephen.Castor@mail.house.gov> wrote:

>
> Thanks for quick reply here.

>

>>
>>
>>
>>
>>
>>
>>
>>
>>
>>
>>
>>
>>
>>

on Jul 15, 2018, at 7:43 PM, Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov> wrote:

<Letter to Ranking Member Elijah E. Cummings Regarding EPA's FOIA Expert Assistance Team.Final.pdf>

Ryan Jackson
Chief of staff
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC8BD60-JACKSON, RY]
Sent: 7/12/2018 4:25:29 PM

To: Jason Albritton [jason.albritton@TNC.ORG]
Subject: RE: RE:
Ves L .......... o E

From: Jason Albritton [mailto:jason.albritton @TNC.ORG]
Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2018 12:16 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>

Subject: RE:

Ryan,

Great to hear from you and thanks for the heads up. Could | give you a call to get more background/context on the
event?

Jason

From: Jackson, Ryan [imailtodacksonrven@epa.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2018 5:27 PM

To: Jason Albritton <iason.albrivton@ TRNC . ORG>
Subject:

Jason, Andrew will hopefully be visiting with a TNC chapter in Pittsburg on July 16. | wanted to provide you a heads up
on that and loop HQ in if you would like. Hope all is well.

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

ED_002480_00081904-00001



Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

Sent: 7/11/2018 7:00:44 PM

To: Lisa Friedman [lisa.friedman@nytimes.com}

Subject: RE: Hi

I'm sorry | missed you.

From: Lisa Friedman [mailto:lisa.friedman@nytimes.com]
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2018 2:21 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>

Subject: Hi

Tried to say a hello in person earlier but you were tied up pre-speech. Hope we can chat at some point.
Lisa

Lisa Friedman

Reporter, New York Times

Ex. 6
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Message

From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:

Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]
7/17/2018 4:27:06 PM

Eric Wolff [ewolff@politico.com]; Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov]; Abboud, Michael
[abboud.michael@epa.gov]

RE: Letter to Ranking Member Elijah E. Cummings Regarding EPA's FOIA Expert Assistance Team.Final.pdf

Anytime. We appreciate the opportunity to offer our perspective and information.

From: Eric Wo

Iff [mailto:ewolff@politico.com]

Sent: Tuesday, July 17, 2018 12:08 PM
To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.jchn@epa.gov>; Abboud, Michael

<abboud.mich

ael@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: Letter to Ranking Member Elijah E. Cummings Regarding EPA's FOIA Expert Assistance Team.Final.pdf

Thanks for this and your time!

On Tue, jul 17,

Eric Wolff

2018 at 11:54 AM, Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov> wrote:

Energy Reporter

@ericwolff

ED_002480_00081975-00001



Message

From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Attachments:

Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

7/15/2018 11:45:56 PM

michal_freedhoff@epw.senate.gov

Letter to Ranking Member Elijah E. Cummings Regarding EPA's FOIA Expert Assistance Team.Final.pdf

Letter to Ranking Member Elijah E. Cummings Regarding EPA's FOIA Expert Assistance Team.Final.pdf; ATTO0001.txt
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
Washington, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
GENERAL COUNSEL

July 15,2018

The Honorable Elijah E. Cummings

Ranking Member

Committee on Oversight and Government Reform
U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Ranking Member Cummings:

In a letter from you in your capacity as the Ranking Member of the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform (Committee) to the Honorable Trey Gowdy, Chairman of
the Committee, you raised questions regarding the Environmental Protection Agency’s
(EPA’s) process for responding to Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests. The letter
highlighted the role of EPA’s FOIA Expert Assistance Team (FEAT) in that process. I write
to provide information as to the origin and role of the FEAT, and to offer to brief Committee
staff on the same.

In 2013, EPA’s FOIA program was routinely the subject of litigation, public criticism,
and Congressional oversight (including oversight by this Committee). Then-Acting
Administrator of EPA Robert Perciasepe turned to me and my counterpart in the Office of
Environmental Information and gave us the following task: make the FOIA process at EPA
better. In response, the FOIA Expert Assistance Team, affectionately known as the FEAT,
was created. The purpose of the FEAT was to provide strategic direction and project
management assistance on the most challenging or complex FOIA requests. Here is how the
FEAT was described in its original Functional Statement:

Under the supervision of the Senior Counsel, this unit provides
legal counsel on all issues pertaining to selected FOIA requests
that have been determined to be [the] most complex and/or
potentially sensitive requests received across the Agency.
Utilizing an extraordinary breadth of FOIA knowledge and
experience, together with in-depth organizational and external
awareness, the team provides advice and guidance to the highest
echelons of management within the Agency.
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Throughout its history, there have been three ways a FOIA request became a “FEAT
FOIA”: a request from the lead office, a request from the Office of the Administrator, and an
independent decision by the FEAT Director. The FEAT would engage on approximately 3%
of EPA’s FOIA requests each year, with the level of engagement on each request adjusting to
the specific needs presented by that request. Among the first FEAT “deployments” — where
DC-based experts travel to locations across the agency to help lead a response to a FOIA
request — was the Team’s engagement with EPA’s Region 10 in response to requests related
to Bristol Bay, Alaska. Other major “FEAT FOIAs” include requests related to the spill of
polluted water from Gold King Mine, EPA’s response to Volkswagen’s use of defeat devices,
and drinking water contamination in Flint, Michigan.

In addition to work on specific FOIA requests, the FEAT also helped keep senior
leaders informed of new requests that the agency received each week, coordinated inter-
agency review with the Executive Office of the President (EOP) where the EOP had equities
in the responsive documents, and made senior leaders aware of impending FOIA productions.
There are multiple benefits to making senior leaders — political and career — aware of
productions before they are actually produced: the Office of Congressional and
Intergovernmental Affairs can determine if the documents are also responsive to a
Congressional request for information and, if so, ensure Congress receives the documents at
the same time or slightly before the requestor; the Office of Public Affairs can prepare any
communications materials deemed necessary based on the documents to be produced; when
the documents are from or about a particular employee, keeping that employee informed
throughout the process when appropriate, including at the response stage, can significantly
increase their confidence in and respect for the FOIA Program into the future; and, while not
meant as a quality control tool, to the extent a mistake is identified, it can be corrected. This
“awareness review” process does not itself violate FOIA and can be completed without
causing undue delay.

In early 2017, the FEAT began to take on a new responsibility: providing
programmatic training and support to an office that was struggling to meet its FOIA
responsibilities. FEAT members were “embedded” with OGC’s External Civil Rights
Compliance Office and OGC’s Ethics Office to help those offices gain experience and
confidence in their FOIA abilities. Based in part on that experience, EPA Chief of Staff Ryan
Jackson asked the FEAT to assist the Administrator’s Office (AO) in improving its FOIA
program. The AO had seen a 415% increase in the number of incoming FOIA requests
compared to 2016 and the volume had overwhelmed the small staft that was designated to
respond to such requests. The AO Centralization Pilot Project was designed to see if the
FEAT could “deploy” to an office within EPA, assess the strengths and weaknesses of the
office’s current FOIA program, and build a consolidated cadre of employees who would be
focused exclusively on FOIA and other information requests. The expectation was that by
centralizing and prioritizing the responsibility for FOIA requests, the office would produce
more timely responses with fewer errors that necessitated less resources.
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After multiple lean events and prototype exercises, the FEAT and representatives from
the AO Immediate Office (OEX), the Office of Public Affairs (OPA), the Office of Policy
(OP) and the Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations (OCIR) (collectively
referred to as AO4) began to implement the AO FOIA Centralization Pilot Project on April
31, 2018. With the support of the Chief of Staff, the FEAT hired three new employees to
support this effort, and AO4 offices recruited new information experts as well. Currently, the
FEAT 1s coordinating the centralized FOIA efforts for the 1,453 FOIA requests pending with
the AO4 offices (as of June 18, 2018).

Through the Pilot Project, the FEAT and the AO4 Offices have built a foundation for a
dramatically improved FOIA program. The team painstakingly categorized 1,442 requests and
assigned a project lead for each. There was no existing categorization scheme for the team to
turn to, so as they reviewed the requests they developed a unique taxonomy for classifying all
existing and incoming requests. They also began the practice of stamping each document
processed as part of the pilot with a unique identifier so that every document can be tracked at
all stages of the response process.

These behind the scenes efforts enabled two key advancements that generated tangible
results for requestors. First, on June 6, 2018, every one of the 1,163 requestors with a request
pending in the AO4 received an update on their specific request that included a tracking
number, where the request currently stood in the que of pending requests, and an estimated
response date. Many of those dates were months into the future, and so the letters offered the
assistance of EPA’s FOIA Public Liaison and the Office of Government Information Services,
and committed to providing interim releases, if possible. That commitment is meaningful,
because the second advancement is that release to one requestor now means release to all. The
agency often receives multiple requests for the same information. Because the team has now
identified every pending request as relating to one or more standardized subject areas, and
because when the team reviews a document it also identifies that document as relating to one
or more of the same standardized subject areas, the team can instantly identify all pending
requests to which a document is responsive and send the production to each of those
requestors as well. That innovation alone has incredible potential to reduce the time it takes
the AO to respond to requests. While much more progress must be made, since
implementation, the team has completed its response to 100 requests and provided interim
responses to 341 additional requests.

EPA’s FOIA program is far from perfect. The number of requests that are pending for
more than the statutory or agreed upon time for responding has increased. As a result, EPA
now faces over 70 lawsuits under FOIA —a 500% increase over the pre-2017 high.
Ultimately, the head of an agency sets the tone and the commitment of EPA’s senior leaders
will be essential for the program to improve. The work of the FEAT and the AO4 Team,
however, has laid a foundation from which EPA’s FOIA program could be a model of what a
FOIA program should be, not an example of what a FOIA program should not be. Tinvite
you, other members of the Committee, and Committee staff to visit our offices to see first-
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hand the effort that is being made and the work that has been done to put the agency on the
cusp of that future. If you have further questions or would like to schedule a briefing, you may
contact me at minoli.kevin@epa.gov or (202) 564-8064, or your staff may contact Neil
Bigioni, Acting Director, National FOIA Office, at bigioni.neil@epa.gov or (202) 564-2281,
or Kristien Knapp, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at

knapp kristien@epa.gov or (202) 564-3277.

Sincerely,

Kévin S. Minoli
Principal Deputy General Counsel &
Designated Agency Ethics Official

cc: The Honorable Trey Gowdy
Chairman, Committee on Oversight and Government Reform
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Message

From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Attachments:

Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

7/15/2018 11:43:26 PM

stephen.castor@mail.house.gov

Letter to Ranking Member Elijah E. Cummings Regarding EPA's FOIA Expert Assistance Team.Final.pdf

Letter to Ranking Member Elijah E. Cummings Regarding EPA's FOIA Expert Assistance Team.Final.pdf; ATTO0001.txt
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
Washington, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
GENERAL COUNSEL

July 15,2018

The Honorable Elijah E. Cummings

Ranking Member

Committee on Oversight and Government Reform
U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Ranking Member Cummings:

In a letter from you in your capacity as the Ranking Member of the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform (Committee) to the Honorable Trey Gowdy, Chairman of
the Committee, you raised questions regarding the Environmental Protection Agency’s
(EPA’s) process for responding to Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests. The letter
highlighted the role of EPA’s FOIA Expert Assistance Team (FEAT) in that process. I write
to provide information as to the origin and role of the FEAT, and to offer to brief Committee
staff on the same.

In 2013, EPA’s FOIA program was routinely the subject of litigation, public criticism,
and Congressional oversight (including oversight by this Committee). Then-Acting
Administrator of EPA Robert Perciasepe turned to me and my counterpart in the Office of
Environmental Information and gave us the following task: make the FOIA process at EPA
better. In response, the FOIA Expert Assistance Team, affectionately known as the FEAT,
was created. The purpose of the FEAT was to provide strategic direction and project
management assistance on the most challenging or complex FOIA requests. Here is how the
FEAT was described in its original Functional Statement:

Under the supervision of the Senior Counsel, this unit provides
legal counsel on all issues pertaining to selected FOIA requests
that have been determined to be [the] most complex and/or
potentially sensitive requests received across the Agency.
Utilizing an extraordinary breadth of FOIA knowledge and
experience, together with in-depth organizational and external
awareness, the team provides advice and guidance to the highest
echelons of management within the Agency.
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Throughout its history, there have been three ways a FOIA request became a “FEAT
FOIA”: a request from the lead office, a request from the Office of the Administrator, and an
independent decision by the FEAT Director. The FEAT would engage on approximately 3%
of EPA’s FOIA requests each year, with the level of engagement on each request adjusting to
the specific needs presented by that request. Among the first FEAT “deployments” — where
DC-based experts travel to locations across the agency to help lead a response to a FOIA
request — was the Team’s engagement with EPA’s Region 10 in response to requests related
to Bristol Bay, Alaska. Other major “FEAT FOIAs” include requests related to the spill of
polluted water from Gold King Mine, EPA’s response to Volkswagen’s use of defeat devices,
and drinking water contamination in Flint, Michigan.

In addition to work on specific FOIA requests, the FEAT also helped keep senior
leaders informed of new requests that the agency received each week, coordinated inter-
agency review with the Executive Office of the President (EOP) where the EOP had equities
in the responsive documents, and made senior leaders aware of impending FOIA productions.
There are multiple benefits to making senior leaders — political and career — aware of
productions before they are actually produced: the Office of Congressional and
Intergovernmental Affairs can determine if the documents are also responsive to a
Congressional request for information and, if so, ensure Congress receives the documents at
the same time or slightly before the requestor; the Office of Public Affairs can prepare any
communications materials deemed necessary based on the documents to be produced; when
the documents are from or about a particular employee, keeping that employee informed
throughout the process when appropriate, including at the response stage, can significantly
increase their confidence in and respect for the FOIA Program into the future; and, while not
meant as a quality control tool, to the extent a mistake is identified, it can be corrected. This
“awareness review” process does not itself violate FOIA and can be completed without
causing undue delay.

In early 2017, the FEAT began to take on a new responsibility: providing
programmatic training and support to an office that was struggling to meet its FOIA
responsibilities. FEAT members were “embedded” with OGC’s External Civil Rights
Compliance Office and OGC’s Ethics Office to help those offices gain experience and
confidence in their FOIA abilities. Based in part on that experience, EPA Chief of Staff Ryan
Jackson asked the FEAT to assist the Administrator’s Office (AO) in improving its FOIA
program. The AO had seen a 415% increase in the number of incoming FOIA requests
compared to 2016 and the volume had overwhelmed the small staft that was designated to
respond to such requests. The AO Centralization Pilot Project was designed to see if the
FEAT could “deploy” to an office within EPA, assess the strengths and weaknesses of the
office’s current FOIA program, and build a consolidated cadre of employees who would be
focused exclusively on FOIA and other information requests. The expectation was that by
centralizing and prioritizing the responsibility for FOIA requests, the office would produce
more timely responses with fewer errors that necessitated less resources.
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After multiple lean events and prototype exercises, the FEAT and representatives from
the AO Immediate Office (OEX), the Office of Public Affairs (OPA), the Office of Policy
(OP) and the Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations (OCIR) (collectively
referred to as AO4) began to implement the AO FOIA Centralization Pilot Project on April
31, 2018. With the support of the Chief of Staff, the FEAT hired three new employees to
support this effort, and AO4 offices recruited new information experts as well. Currently, the
FEAT 1s coordinating the centralized FOIA efforts for the 1,453 FOIA requests pending with
the AO4 offices (as of June 18, 2018).

Through the Pilot Project, the FEAT and the AO4 Offices have built a foundation for a
dramatically improved FOIA program. The team painstakingly categorized 1,442 requests and
assigned a project lead for each. There was no existing categorization scheme for the team to
turn to, so as they reviewed the requests they developed a unique taxonomy for classifying all
existing and incoming requests. They also began the practice of stamping each document
processed as part of the pilot with a unique identifier so that every document can be tracked at
all stages of the response process.

These behind the scenes efforts enabled two key advancements that generated tangible
results for requestors. First, on June 6, 2018, every one of the 1,163 requestors with a request
pending in the AO4 received an update on their specific request that included a tracking
number, where the request currently stood in the que of pending requests, and an estimated
response date. Many of those dates were months into the future, and so the letters offered the
assistance of EPA’s FOIA Public Liaison and the Office of Government Information Services,
and committed to providing interim releases, if possible. That commitment is meaningful,
because the second advancement is that release to one requestor now means release to all. The
agency often receives multiple requests for the same information. Because the team has now
identified every pending request as relating to one or more standardized subject areas, and
because when the team reviews a document it also identifies that document as relating to one
or more of the same standardized subject areas, the team can instantly identify all pending
requests to which a document is responsive and send the production to each of those
requestors as well. That innovation alone has incredible potential to reduce the time it takes
the AO to respond to requests. While much more progress must be made, since
implementation, the team has completed its response to 100 requests and provided interim
responses to 341 additional requests.

EPA’s FOIA program is far from perfect. The number of requests that are pending for
more than the statutory or agreed upon time for responding has increased. As a result, EPA
now faces over 70 lawsuits under FOIA —a 500% increase over the pre-2017 high.
Ultimately, the head of an agency sets the tone and the commitment of EPA’s senior leaders
will be essential for the program to improve. The work of the FEAT and the AO4 Team,
however, has laid a foundation from which EPA’s FOIA program could be a model of what a
FOIA program should be, not an example of what a FOIA program should not be. Tinvite
you, other members of the Committee, and Committee staff to visit our offices to see first-
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hand the effort that is being made and the work that has been done to put the agency on the
cusp of that future. If you have further questions or would like to schedule a briefing, you may
contact me at minoli.kevin@epa.gov or (202) 564-8064, or your staff may contact Neil
Bigioni, Acting Director, National FOIA Office, at bigioni.neil@epa.gov or (202) 564-2281,
or Kristien Knapp, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at

knapp kristien@epa.gov or (202) 564-3277.

Sincerely,

Kévin S. Minoli
Principal Deputy General Counsel &
Designated Agency Ethics Official

cc: The Honorable Trey Gowdy
Chairman, Committee on Oversight and Government Reform
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

Sent: 7/17/2018 8:20:11 PM

To: Freedhoff, Michal (EPW) [Michal_Freedhoff@epw.senate.gov]

Subject: RE: EDF blog post: Trump’s EPA pivots yet again on reviews of new chemicals under TSCA, leaving public and worker
health in the dust

Whatever.

From: Freedhoff, Michal (EPW) [mailto:Michal_Freedhoff@epw.senate.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, July 17, 2018 4:18 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: EDF blog post: Trump’s EPA pivots yet again on reviews of new chemicals under TSCA, leaving public and
worker health in the dust

Full post available at http://blogs.edf.org/health/. If you would like to opt out of receiving these emails, please click
here.

Trump’s EPA pivots yet a
under TSCA

Ey Richard Denison / Bio

blic and worker health in the dust

leavin

Richard Denison, Fh.0., is a Lead Senior Scientist.

EDF has learned from multiple sources that political appointees at the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) are on the verge of taking yet another huge lurch away from what the 2016 reforms to the Toxic
Substances Control Act (TSCA) require when EPA reviews the safety of new chemicals prior {o their market
entry. A reporter at Bloomberg Environment has heard the same thing, and published an article this
moming on some of the changes.

The Trump EPA apparently intends to abandon its November 2017 “New Chemicals Decision-Making
Framework,” which already strayed far from the law’s requirements. That approach would have allowed EPA
staff to limit their review of a new chemical only to the intended uses identified by its manufacturer, despite the
law’s clear mandate that EPA consider known or reasonably foreseen, as well as intended, uses when
conducting its review. Under the framework, where EPA had concerns about reasonably foreseen but not
intended uses — rather than issue an order as required by the law — EPA would take two other steps: make a

“not likely 1o present an unreasonable risk” determination for the chemical, clearing it to enter commerce; and
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issue a Significant New Use Rule (SNUR), which could frigger a separate, future review on any subsequently
intended use, wholly divorced from the initial review.

initially, EPA staff indicated the “not likely” finding would be made only once a fina/ SNUR had been
promulgated. That then slipped to have issuance of the finding coincide with the proposa/ of the SNUR. That
then slipped further to allow the finding to be issued based on EPA’s mere intent to develop a SNUR.

Now, however, the Trump EPA plans to decouple completely its ability 1o issue a "not likely” finding
from any dependency at all on promuigation of a SNUR. How then, you might well ask, would EPA consider

reasonably foreseen uses of a new chemical? The short answer is, itwor't, Read More »

This e-mail and any attachments may contain confidential and privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail,
delete this e-mail and destroy any copies. Any dissemination or use of this information by a person other than the intended recipient is unauthorized and may be illegal.
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

Sent: 7/19/2018 12:53:32 PM

To: Mike Flynn{  Ex. 6 - Personal Email |

CC: Dickerson, Aaron [dickerson.aaron@epa.gov]

Subject: Re: Brief meeting with Andrew Wheeler

Perfect.

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
U.S. EPA

Ex. 6

On Jul 19, 2018, at 8:49 AM, Mike Flynni  Ex. 6 - Personal Email wrote:

Hi Aaron,

Hope all is well with you. I had a recent email exchange with Andrew and he indicated he would
like to visit again with me. Can you help set up a few minutes with him? No rush on my part - I
understand he is very busy.

Thanks much,

Mike

Ex. 6

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Burton, Tamika" <burton.tamika@epa.gov>
Date: July 18, 2018 at 3:18:25 PM EDT

To: Mike Flynn Ex. 6 - Personal Email _

Ce: "Dickerson, Aaron" <dickerson.aaron{@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: Hi and Question

Hi Mike!
I'hope all is well! Aaron Dickerson can assist with this! I'll cc him here!
Ps all the plants are still alive!!

Best Regards,
Tamika Burton
Staff Assistant to the Deputy Administrator Andrew Wheeler
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Immediate Office of the Administrator
MC 1104A Room 3412 WJC North

(202) 564-4771 (d)
i Ex. 6 i

burton. tamika@epa.gov

On Jul 18, 2018, at 2:45 PM, Mike Flynn: Ex. 6 - Personal Email iwrote:

Hi Tamika!

Hope you are doing well. Lots of changes there since we last
talked.

I'have a simple question. Who is handling Andrew Wheeler’s
scheduling? I need to set up a brief meeting with him sometime in
the coming weeks. This would be just a short visit with me that he
suggested we have.

Thanks for your help.

Mike Flynn
' Ex. 6

Sent from my iPhone
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Message

From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Attachments:

Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

7/15/2018 11:20:03 PM

luke_holland@inhofe.senate.gov

Letter to Ranking Member Elijah E. Cummings Regarding EPA's FOIA Expert Assistance Team.Final.pdf

Letter to Ranking Member Elijah E. Cummings Regarding EPA's FOIA Expert Assistance Team.Final.pdf; ATTO0001.txt
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
Washington, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
GENERAL COUNSEL

July 15,2018

The Honorable Elijah E. Cummings

Ranking Member

Committee on Oversight and Government Reform
U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Ranking Member Cummings:

In a letter from you in your capacity as the Ranking Member of the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform (Committee) to the Honorable Trey Gowdy, Chairman of
the Committee, you raised questions regarding the Environmental Protection Agency’s
(EPA’s) process for responding to Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests. The letter
highlighted the role of EPA’s FOIA Expert Assistance Team (FEAT) in that process. I write
to provide information as to the origin and role of the FEAT, and to offer to brief Committee
staff on the same.

In 2013, EPA’s FOIA program was routinely the subject of litigation, public criticism,
and Congressional oversight (including oversight by this Committee). Then-Acting
Administrator of EPA Robert Perciasepe turned to me and my counterpart in the Office of
Environmental Information and gave us the following task: make the FOIA process at EPA
better. In response, the FOIA Expert Assistance Team, affectionately known as the FEAT,
was created. The purpose of the FEAT was to provide strategic direction and project
management assistance on the most challenging or complex FOIA requests. Here is how the
FEAT was described in its original Functional Statement:

Under the supervision of the Senior Counsel, this unit provides
legal counsel on all issues pertaining to selected FOIA requests
that have been determined to be [the] most complex and/or
potentially sensitive requests received across the Agency.
Utilizing an extraordinary breadth of FOIA knowledge and
experience, together with in-depth organizational and external
awareness, the team provides advice and guidance to the highest
echelons of management within the Agency.
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Throughout its history, there have been three ways a FOIA request became a “FEAT
FOIA”: a request from the lead office, a request from the Office of the Administrator, and an
independent decision by the FEAT Director. The FEAT would engage on approximately 3%
of EPA’s FOIA requests each year, with the level of engagement on each request adjusting to
the specific needs presented by that request. Among the first FEAT “deployments” — where
DC-based experts travel to locations across the agency to help lead a response to a FOIA
request — was the Team’s engagement with EPA’s Region 10 in response to requests related
to Bristol Bay, Alaska. Other major “FEAT FOIAs” include requests related to the spill of
polluted water from Gold King Mine, EPA’s response to Volkswagen’s use of defeat devices,
and drinking water contamination in Flint, Michigan.

In addition to work on specific FOIA requests, the FEAT also helped keep senior
leaders informed of new requests that the agency received each week, coordinated inter-
agency review with the Executive Office of the President (EOP) where the EOP had equities
in the responsive documents, and made senior leaders aware of impending FOIA productions.
There are multiple benefits to making senior leaders — political and career — aware of
productions before they are actually produced: the Office of Congressional and
Intergovernmental Affairs can determine if the documents are also responsive to a
Congressional request for information and, if so, ensure Congress receives the documents at
the same time or slightly before the requestor; the Office of Public Affairs can prepare any
communications materials deemed necessary based on the documents to be produced; when
the documents are from or about a particular employee, keeping that employee informed
throughout the process when appropriate, including at the response stage, can significantly
increase their confidence in and respect for the FOIA Program into the future; and, while not
meant as a quality control tool, to the extent a mistake is identified, it can be corrected. This
“awareness review” process does not itself violate FOIA and can be completed without
causing undue delay.

In early 2017, the FEAT began to take on a new responsibility: providing
programmatic training and support to an office that was struggling to meet its FOIA
responsibilities. FEAT members were “embedded” with OGC’s External Civil Rights
Compliance Office and OGC’s Ethics Office to help those offices gain experience and
confidence in their FOIA abilities. Based in part on that experience, EPA Chief of Staff Ryan
Jackson asked the FEAT to assist the Administrator’s Office (AO) in improving its FOIA
program. The AO had seen a 415% increase in the number of incoming FOIA requests
compared to 2016 and the volume had overwhelmed the small staft that was designated to
respond to such requests. The AO Centralization Pilot Project was designed to see if the
FEAT could “deploy” to an office within EPA, assess the strengths and weaknesses of the
office’s current FOIA program, and build a consolidated cadre of employees who would be
focused exclusively on FOIA and other information requests. The expectation was that by
centralizing and prioritizing the responsibility for FOIA requests, the office would produce
more timely responses with fewer errors that necessitated less resources.
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After multiple lean events and prototype exercises, the FEAT and representatives from
the AO Immediate Office (OEX), the Office of Public Affairs (OPA), the Office of Policy
(OP) and the Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations (OCIR) (collectively
referred to as AO4) began to implement the AO FOIA Centralization Pilot Project on April
31, 2018. With the support of the Chief of Staff, the FEAT hired three new employees to
support this effort, and AO4 offices recruited new information experts as well. Currently, the
FEAT 1s coordinating the centralized FOIA efforts for the 1,453 FOIA requests pending with
the AO4 offices (as of June 18, 2018).

Through the Pilot Project, the FEAT and the AO4 Offices have built a foundation for a
dramatically improved FOIA program. The team painstakingly categorized 1,442 requests and
assigned a project lead for each. There was no existing categorization scheme for the team to
turn to, so as they reviewed the requests they developed a unique taxonomy for classifying all
existing and incoming requests. They also began the practice of stamping each document
processed as part of the pilot with a unique identifier so that every document can be tracked at
all stages of the response process.

These behind the scenes efforts enabled two key advancements that generated tangible
results for requestors. First, on June 6, 2018, every one of the 1,163 requestors with a request
pending in the AO4 received an update on their specific request that included a tracking
number, where the request currently stood in the que of pending requests, and an estimated
response date. Many of those dates were months into the future, and so the letters offered the
assistance of EPA’s FOIA Public Liaison and the Office of Government Information Services,
and committed to providing interim releases, if possible. That commitment is meaningful,
because the second advancement is that release to one requestor now means release to all. The
agency often receives multiple requests for the same information. Because the team has now
identified every pending request as relating to one or more standardized subject areas, and
because when the team reviews a document it also identifies that document as relating to one
or more of the same standardized subject areas, the team can instantly identify all pending
requests to which a document is responsive and send the production to each of those
requestors as well. That innovation alone has incredible potential to reduce the time it takes
the AO to respond to requests. While much more progress must be made, since
implementation, the team has completed its response to 100 requests and provided interim
responses to 341 additional requests.

EPA’s FOIA program is far from perfect. The number of requests that are pending for
more than the statutory or agreed upon time for responding has increased. As a result, EPA
now faces over 70 lawsuits under FOIA —a 500% increase over the pre-2017 high.
Ultimately, the head of an agency sets the tone and the commitment of EPA’s senior leaders
will be essential for the program to improve. The work of the FEAT and the AO4 Team,
however, has laid a foundation from which EPA’s FOIA program could be a model of what a
FOIA program should be, not an example of what a FOIA program should not be. Tinvite
you, other members of the Committee, and Committee staff to visit our offices to see first-
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hand the effort that is being made and the work that has been done to put the agency on the
cusp of that future. If you have further questions or would like to schedule a briefing, you may
contact me at minoli.kevin@epa.gov or (202) 564-8064, or your staff may contact Neil
Bigioni, Acting Director, National FOIA Office, at bigioni.neil@epa.gov or (202) 564-2281,
or Kristien Knapp, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at

knapp kristien@epa.gov or (202) 564-3277.

Sincerely,

Kévin S. Minoli
Principal Deputy General Counsel &
Designated Agency Ethics Official

cc: The Honorable Trey Gowdy
Chairman, Committee on Oversight and Government Reform
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Message

From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Attachments:

Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC8BD60-JACKSON, RY]

7/15/2018 11:19:53 PM

Chris_Tomassi@appro.senate.gov

Letter to Ranking Member Elijah E. Cummings Regarding EPA's FOIA Expert Assistance Team.Final.pdf

Letter to Ranking Member Elijah E. Cummings Regarding EPA's FOIA Expert Assistance Team.Final.pdf; ATTO0001.txt
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
Washington, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
GENERAL COUNSEL

July 15,2018

The Honorable Elijah E. Cummings

Ranking Member

Committee on Oversight and Government Reform
U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Ranking Member Cummings:

In a letter from you in your capacity as the Ranking Member of the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform (Committee) to the Honorable Trey Gowdy, Chairman of
the Committee, you raised questions regarding the Environmental Protection Agency’s
(EPA’s) process for responding to Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests. The letter
highlighted the role of EPA’s FOIA Expert Assistance Team (FEAT) in that process. I write
to provide information as to the origin and role of the FEAT, and to offer to brief Committee
staff on the same.

In 2013, EPA’s FOIA program was routinely the subject of litigation, public criticism,
and Congressional oversight (including oversight by this Committee). Then-Acting
Administrator of EPA Robert Perciasepe turned to me and my counterpart in the Office of
Environmental Information and gave us the following task: make the FOIA process at EPA
better. In response, the FOIA Expert Assistance Team, affectionately known as the FEAT,
was created. The purpose of the FEAT was to provide strategic direction and project
management assistance on the most challenging or complex FOIA requests. Here is how the
FEAT was described in its original Functional Statement:

Under the supervision of the Senior Counsel, this unit provides
legal counsel on all issues pertaining to selected FOIA requests
that have been determined to be [the] most complex and/or
potentially sensitive requests received across the Agency.
Utilizing an extraordinary breadth of FOIA knowledge and
experience, together with in-depth organizational and external
awareness, the team provides advice and guidance to the highest
echelons of management within the Agency.
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Throughout its history, there have been three ways a FOIA request became a “FEAT
FOIA”: a request from the lead office, a request from the Office of the Administrator, and an
independent decision by the FEAT Director. The FEAT would engage on approximately 3%
of EPA’s FOIA requests each year, with the level of engagement on each request adjusting to
the specific needs presented by that request. Among the first FEAT “deployments” — where
DC-based experts travel to locations across the agency to help lead a response to a FOIA
request — was the Team’s engagement with EPA’s Region 10 in response to requests related
to Bristol Bay, Alaska. Other major “FEAT FOIAs” include requests related to the spill of
polluted water from Gold King Mine, EPA’s response to Volkswagen’s use of defeat devices,
and drinking water contamination in Flint, Michigan.

In addition to work on specific FOIA requests, the FEAT also helped keep senior
leaders informed of new requests that the agency received each week, coordinated inter-
agency review with the Executive Office of the President (EOP) where the EOP had equities
in the responsive documents, and made senior leaders aware of impending FOIA productions.
There are multiple benefits to making senior leaders — political and career — aware of
productions before they are actually produced: the Office of Congressional and
Intergovernmental Affairs can determine if the documents are also responsive to a
Congressional request for information and, if so, ensure Congress receives the documents at
the same time or slightly before the requestor; the Office of Public Affairs can prepare any
communications materials deemed necessary based on the documents to be produced; when
the documents are from or about a particular employee, keeping that employee informed
throughout the process when appropriate, including at the response stage, can significantly
increase their confidence in and respect for the FOIA Program into the future; and, while not
meant as a quality control tool, to the extent a mistake is identified, it can be corrected. This
“awareness review” process does not itself violate FOIA and can be completed without
causing undue delay.

In early 2017, the FEAT began to take on a new responsibility: providing
programmatic training and support to an office that was struggling to meet its FOIA
responsibilities. FEAT members were “embedded” with OGC’s External Civil Rights
Compliance Office and OGC’s Ethics Office to help those offices gain experience and
confidence in their FOIA abilities. Based in part on that experience, EPA Chief of Staff Ryan
Jackson asked the FEAT to assist the Administrator’s Office (AO) in improving its FOIA
program. The AO had seen a 415% increase in the number of incoming FOIA requests
compared to 2016 and the volume had overwhelmed the small staft that was designated to
respond to such requests. The AO Centralization Pilot Project was designed to see if the
FEAT could “deploy” to an office within EPA, assess the strengths and weaknesses of the
office’s current FOIA program, and build a consolidated cadre of employees who would be
focused exclusively on FOIA and other information requests. The expectation was that by
centralizing and prioritizing the responsibility for FOIA requests, the office would produce
more timely responses with fewer errors that necessitated less resources.
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After multiple lean events and prototype exercises, the FEAT and representatives from
the AO Immediate Office (OEX), the Office of Public Affairs (OPA), the Office of Policy
(OP) and the Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations (OCIR) (collectively
referred to as AO4) began to implement the AO FOIA Centralization Pilot Project on April
31, 2018. With the support of the Chief of Staff, the FEAT hired three new employees to
support this effort, and AO4 offices recruited new information experts as well. Currently, the
FEAT 1s coordinating the centralized FOIA efforts for the 1,453 FOIA requests pending with
the AO4 offices (as of June 18, 2018).

Through the Pilot Project, the FEAT and the AO4 Offices have built a foundation for a
dramatically improved FOIA program. The team painstakingly categorized 1,442 requests and
assigned a project lead for each. There was no existing categorization scheme for the team to
turn to, so as they reviewed the requests they developed a unique taxonomy for classifying all
existing and incoming requests. They also began the practice of stamping each document
processed as part of the pilot with a unique identifier so that every document can be tracked at
all stages of the response process.

These behind the scenes efforts enabled two key advancements that generated tangible
results for requestors. First, on June 6, 2018, every one of the 1,163 requestors with a request
pending in the AO4 received an update on their specific request that included a tracking
number, where the request currently stood in the que of pending requests, and an estimated
response date. Many of those dates were months into the future, and so the letters offered the
assistance of EPA’s FOIA Public Liaison and the Office of Government Information Services,
and committed to providing interim releases, if possible. That commitment is meaningful,
because the second advancement is that release to one requestor now means release to all. The
agency often receives multiple requests for the same information. Because the team has now
identified every pending request as relating to one or more standardized subject areas, and
because when the team reviews a document it also identifies that document as relating to one
or more of the same standardized subject areas, the team can instantly identify all pending
requests to which a document is responsive and send the production to each of those
requestors as well. That innovation alone has incredible potential to reduce the time it takes
the AO to respond to requests. While much more progress must be made, since
implementation, the team has completed its response to 100 requests and provided interim
responses to 341 additional requests.

EPA’s FOIA program is far from perfect. The number of requests that are pending for
more than the statutory or agreed upon time for responding has increased. As a result, EPA
now faces over 70 lawsuits under FOIA —a 500% increase over the pre-2017 high.
Ultimately, the head of an agency sets the tone and the commitment of EPA’s senior leaders
will be essential for the program to improve. The work of the FEAT and the AO4 Team,
however, has laid a foundation from which EPA’s FOIA program could be a model of what a
FOIA program should be, not an example of what a FOIA program should not be. Tinvite
you, other members of the Committee, and Committee staff to visit our offices to see first-
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hand the effort that is being made and the work that has been done to put the agency on the
cusp of that future. If you have further questions or would like to schedule a briefing, you may
contact me at minoli.kevin@epa.gov or (202) 564-8064, or your staff may contact Neil
Bigioni, Acting Director, National FOIA Office, at bigioni.neil@epa.gov or (202) 564-2281,
or Kristien Knapp, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at

knapp kristien@epa.gov or (202) 564-3277.

Sincerely,

Kévin S. Minoli
Principal Deputy General Counsel &
Designated Agency Ethics Official

cc: The Honorable Trey Gowdy
Chairman, Committee on Oversight and Government Reform
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC8BD60-JACKSON, RY]
Sent: 7/17/2018 11:38:08 PM

To: Eric Wolff [ewolff@politico.com]

CC: Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov]

Subject: Re: EPA chief of staff: Agency aims to clear FOIA backlog in “a few months”
Thank you.

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
U.S. EPA

Ex. 6

On Jul 17, 2018, at 7:24 PM, Eric Wolff <ewolft@politico.com> wrote:

Hi

2

We’re fixing the story to address these concerns. I understood from our conversation that the
intent was to get caught up, and that’s why the lead sentence said “EPA hopes toi”. I felt that
captured what you were saying. As for the question of following an outcry, that got compressed
in editing but we’re addressing that as well.

Sorry for the confusion.

- Eric

On Tue, Jul 17, 2018 at 5:55 PM, Jackson, Ryan <jackson.rvan(@epa.gov> wrote:

This article is not true. We did not initiate hiring new staffers due to some outcry. We started
hiring new staff, as I told, you prior to April. Three joined around April or later, and we are in
the process of hiring more. No outcry started this process. This is what we needed to do. That
was clearly explained to you. I also did not tell you that EPA is clearing our backlog in a few
months. Isaid we were working to clear and respond to FOIA’s in the administrator’s office
within a few months we hope, but that while we receive 40-60 new FOIAs each week it may be
a challenge.
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From: POLITICO Pro Energy Whiteboard [mailto: politicoemail@politicopro.com]
Sent: Tuesday, July 17, 2018 5:07 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>

Subject: EPA chief of staff: Agency aims to clear FOIA backlog in “a few months”

By Eric Wolff
07/17/2018 05:05 PM EDT

EPA hopes to clear a backlog of requests for records from the administrator's office "within the
next few months," agency chief of staff Ryan Jackson told POLITICO today.

Following an outcry over unanswered Freedom of Information Act requests that grew under
former EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt, the agency has worked to streamline how it processes
requests and is in the process of hiring six to nine new staffers for its FOIA oftice, Jackson said
in a phone interview. He said the agency also faced a backlog dating back to the George W.
Bush administration.

"I believe that we have an organization in place now that will be able to response to these and
get the FOIA requests answered, get FOIA lawsuits settled and completed we hope," he said.

"What I mean is, 1) either entirely responded, or 2) be in the process of providing documents on
a rolling basis that the requester can expect on rely on," Jackson added.

EPA has seen jumps in both the number of requests and the number of lawsuits for failing to act
quickly. Rep. Elijah Cummings (D-Md.), the top Democrat on the House Oversight Committee,
last week demanded he be allowed to issue subpoenas due to abuses of FOIA.

In a response to Cummings sent Sunday, EPA principal deputy general counsel Kevin Minoli
told Cummings and Oversight Chairman Trey Gowdy the agency had been working to clear up
a long backlog of requests, including deploying a special team to help an overwhelmed staff in
the Office of Administrator to deal with the increase.

1o view online:
https://subscriber. politicopro.com/energy/whiteboard/2018/07/epa-chief-of-staff-agency-aims-
to-clear-foia-backlog-in-a-few-months-691906

Was this Pro content helpful? Tell us what you think in one click.

Yam, very Somewhiat Neutral Kot really Mot at al

You received this POLITICO Pro content because your customized settings include:
Energy: EPA. To change your alert settings, please go to
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/settings
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This email was sent to jackson.ryan@epa.gov by: POLITICO, LLC 1000 Wilson Bivd.
Arlington, VA, 22200 USA

Eric Wolff
Energy Reporter
POLITICO

Ex. 6

'ewolff\@ politico.com
@ericwolff
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Message

From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Attachments:

Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

7/15/2018 11:19:44 PM

Dave.LesStrang@mail.house.gov

Letter to Ranking Member Elijah E. Cummings Regarding EPA's FOIA Expert Assistance Team.Final.pdf

Letter to Ranking Member Elijah E. Cummings Regarding EPA's FOIA Expert Assistance Team.Final.pdf; ATTO0001.txt
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
Washington, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
GENERAL COUNSEL

July 15,2018

The Honorable Elijah E. Cummings

Ranking Member

Committee on Oversight and Government Reform
U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Ranking Member Cummings:

In a letter from you in your capacity as the Ranking Member of the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform (Committee) to the Honorable Trey Gowdy, Chairman of
the Committee, you raised questions regarding the Environmental Protection Agency’s
(EPA’s) process for responding to Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests. The letter
highlighted the role of EPA’s FOIA Expert Assistance Team (FEAT) in that process. I write
to provide information as to the origin and role of the FEAT, and to offer to brief Committee
staff on the same.

In 2013, EPA’s FOIA program was routinely the subject of litigation, public criticism,
and Congressional oversight (including oversight by this Committee). Then-Acting
Administrator of EPA Robert Perciasepe turned to me and my counterpart in the Office of
Environmental Information and gave us the following task: make the FOIA process at EPA
better. In response, the FOIA Expert Assistance Team, affectionately known as the FEAT,
was created. The purpose of the FEAT was to provide strategic direction and project
management assistance on the most challenging or complex FOIA requests. Here is how the
FEAT was described in its original Functional Statement:

Under the supervision of the Senior Counsel, this unit provides
legal counsel on all issues pertaining to selected FOIA requests
that have been determined to be [the] most complex and/or
potentially sensitive requests received across the Agency.
Utilizing an extraordinary breadth of FOIA knowledge and
experience, together with in-depth organizational and external
awareness, the team provides advice and guidance to the highest
echelons of management within the Agency.
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Throughout its history, there have been three ways a FOIA request became a “FEAT
FOIA”: a request from the lead office, a request from the Office of the Administrator, and an
independent decision by the FEAT Director. The FEAT would engage on approximately 3%
of EPA’s FOIA requests each year, with the level of engagement on each request adjusting to
the specific needs presented by that request. Among the first FEAT “deployments” — where
DC-based experts travel to locations across the agency to help lead a response to a FOIA
request — was the Team’s engagement with EPA’s Region 10 in response to requests related
to Bristol Bay, Alaska. Other major “FEAT FOIAs” include requests related to the spill of
polluted water from Gold King Mine, EPA’s response to Volkswagen’s use of defeat devices,
and drinking water contamination in Flint, Michigan.

In addition to work on specific FOIA requests, the FEAT also helped keep senior
leaders informed of new requests that the agency received each week, coordinated inter-
agency review with the Executive Office of the President (EOP) where the EOP had equities
in the responsive documents, and made senior leaders aware of impending FOIA productions.
There are multiple benefits to making senior leaders — political and career — aware of
productions before they are actually produced: the Office of Congressional and
Intergovernmental Affairs can determine if the documents are also responsive to a
Congressional request for information and, if so, ensure Congress receives the documents at
the same time or slightly before the requestor; the Office of Public Affairs can prepare any
communications materials deemed necessary based on the documents to be produced; when
the documents are from or about a particular employee, keeping that employee informed
throughout the process when appropriate, including at the response stage, can significantly
increase their confidence in and respect for the FOIA Program into the future; and, while not
meant as a quality control tool, to the extent a mistake is identified, it can be corrected. This
“awareness review” process does not itself violate FOIA and can be completed without
causing undue delay.

In early 2017, the FEAT began to take on a new responsibility: providing
programmatic training and support to an office that was struggling to meet its FOIA
responsibilities. FEAT members were “embedded” with OGC’s External Civil Rights
Compliance Office and OGC’s Ethics Office to help those offices gain experience and
confidence in their FOIA abilities. Based in part on that experience, EPA Chief of Staff Ryan
Jackson asked the FEAT to assist the Administrator’s Office (AO) in improving its FOIA
program. The AO had seen a 415% increase in the number of incoming FOIA requests
compared to 2016 and the volume had overwhelmed the small staft that was designated to
respond to such requests. The AO Centralization Pilot Project was designed to see if the
FEAT could “deploy” to an office within EPA, assess the strengths and weaknesses of the
office’s current FOIA program, and build a consolidated cadre of employees who would be
focused exclusively on FOIA and other information requests. The expectation was that by
centralizing and prioritizing the responsibility for FOIA requests, the office would produce
more timely responses with fewer errors that necessitated less resources.
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After multiple lean events and prototype exercises, the FEAT and representatives from
the AO Immediate Office (OEX), the Office of Public Affairs (OPA), the Office of Policy
(OP) and the Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations (OCIR) (collectively
referred to as AO4) began to implement the AO FOIA Centralization Pilot Project on April
31, 2018. With the support of the Chief of Staff, the FEAT hired three new employees to
support this effort, and AO4 offices recruited new information experts as well. Currently, the
FEAT 1s coordinating the centralized FOIA efforts for the 1,453 FOIA requests pending with
the AO4 offices (as of June 18, 2018).

Through the Pilot Project, the FEAT and the AO4 Offices have built a foundation for a
dramatically improved FOIA program. The team painstakingly categorized 1,442 requests and
assigned a project lead for each. There was no existing categorization scheme for the team to
turn to, so as they reviewed the requests they developed a unique taxonomy for classifying all
existing and incoming requests. They also began the practice of stamping each document
processed as part of the pilot with a unique identifier so that every document can be tracked at
all stages of the response process.

These behind the scenes efforts enabled two key advancements that generated tangible
results for requestors. First, on June 6, 2018, every one of the 1,163 requestors with a request
pending in the AO4 received an update on their specific request that included a tracking
number, where the request currently stood in the que of pending requests, and an estimated
response date. Many of those dates were months into the future, and so the letters offered the
assistance of EPA’s FOIA Public Liaison and the Office of Government Information Services,
and committed to providing interim releases, if possible. That commitment is meaningful,
because the second advancement is that release to one requestor now means release to all. The
agency often receives multiple requests for the same information. Because the team has now
identified every pending request as relating to one or more standardized subject areas, and
because when the team reviews a document it also identifies that document as relating to one
or more of the same standardized subject areas, the team can instantly identify all pending
requests to which a document is responsive and send the production to each of those
requestors as well. That innovation alone has incredible potential to reduce the time it takes
the AO to respond to requests. While much more progress must be made, since
implementation, the team has completed its response to 100 requests and provided interim
responses to 341 additional requests.

EPA’s FOIA program is far from perfect. The number of requests that are pending for
more than the statutory or agreed upon time for responding has increased. As a result, EPA
now faces over 70 lawsuits under FOIA —a 500% increase over the pre-2017 high.
Ultimately, the head of an agency sets the tone and the commitment of EPA’s senior leaders
will be essential for the program to improve. The work of the FEAT and the AO4 Team,
however, has laid a foundation from which EPA’s FOIA program could be a model of what a
FOIA program should be, not an example of what a FOIA program should not be. Tinvite
you, other members of the Committee, and Committee staff to visit our offices to see first-
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hand the effort that is being made and the work that has been done to put the agency on the
cusp of that future. If you have further questions or would like to schedule a briefing, you may
contact me at minoli.kevin@epa.gov or (202) 564-8064, or your staff may contact Neil
Bigioni, Acting Director, National FOIA Office, at bigioni.neil@epa.gov or (202) 564-2281,
or Kristien Knapp, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at

knapp kristien@epa.gov or (202) 564-3277.

Sincerely,

Kévin S. Minoli
Principal Deputy General Counsel &
Designated Agency Ethics Official

cc: The Honorable Trey Gowdy
Chairman, Committee on Oversight and Government Reform
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
Washington, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
GENERAL COUNSEL

July 15,2018

The Honorable Elijah E. Cummings

Ranking Member

Committee on Oversight and Government Reform
U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Ranking Member Cummings:

In a letter from you in your capacity as the Ranking Member of the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform (Committee) to the Honorable Trey Gowdy, Chairman of
the Committee, you raised questions regarding the Environmental Protection Agency’s
(EPA’s) process for responding to Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests. The letter
highlighted the role of EPA’s FOIA Expert Assistance Team (FEAT) in that process. I write
to provide information as to the origin and role of the FEAT, and to offer to brief Committee
staff on the same.

In 2013, EPA’s FOIA program was routinely the subject of litigation, public criticism,
and Congressional oversight (including oversight by this Committee). Then-Acting
Administrator of EPA Robert Perciasepe turned to me and my counterpart in the Office of
Environmental Information and gave us the following task: make the FOIA process at EPA
better. In response, the FOIA Expert Assistance Team, affectionately known as the FEAT,
was created. The purpose of the FEAT was to provide strategic direction and project
management assistance on the most challenging or complex FOIA requests. Here is how the
FEAT was described in its original Functional Statement:

Under the supervision of the Senior Counsel, this unit provides
legal counsel on all issues pertaining to selected FOIA requests
that have been determined to be [the] most complex and/or
potentially sensitive requests received across the Agency.
Utilizing an extraordinary breadth of FOIA knowledge and
experience, together with in-depth organizational and external
awareness, the team provides advice and guidance to the highest
echelons of management within the Agency.
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Throughout its history, there have been three ways a FOIA request became a “FEAT
FOIA”: a request from the lead office, a request from the Office of the Administrator, and an
independent decision by the FEAT Director. The FEAT would engage on approximately 3%
of EPA’s FOIA requests each year, with the level of engagement on each request adjusting to
the specific needs presented by that request. Among the first FEAT “deployments” — where
DC-based experts travel to locations across the agency to help lead a response to a FOIA
request — was the Team’s engagement with EPA’s Region 10 in response to requests related
to Bristol Bay, Alaska. Other major “FEAT FOIAs” include requests related to the spill of
polluted water from Gold King Mine, EPA’s response to Volkswagen’s use of defeat devices,
and drinking water contamination in Flint, Michigan.

In addition to work on specific FOIA requests, the FEAT also helped keep senior
leaders informed of new requests that the agency received each week, coordinated inter-
agency review with the Executive Office of the President (EOP) where the EOP had equities
in the responsive documents, and made senior leaders aware of impending FOIA productions.
There are multiple benefits to making senior leaders — political and career — aware of
productions before they are actually produced: the Office of Congressional and
Intergovernmental Affairs can determine if the documents are also responsive to a
Congressional request for information and, if so, ensure Congress receives the documents at
the same time or slightly before the requestor; the Office of Public Affairs can prepare any
communications materials deemed necessary based on the documents to be produced; when
the documents are from or about a particular employee, keeping that employee informed
throughout the process when appropriate, including at the response stage, can significantly
increase their confidence in and respect for the FOIA Program into the future; and, while not
meant as a quality control tool, to the extent a mistake is identified, it can be corrected. This
“awareness review” process does not itself violate FOIA and can be completed without
causing undue delay.

In early 2017, the FEAT began to take on a new responsibility: providing
programmatic training and support to an office that was struggling to meet its FOIA
responsibilities. FEAT members were “embedded” with OGC’s External Civil Rights
Compliance Office and OGC’s Ethics Office to help those offices gain experience and
confidence in their FOIA abilities. Based in part on that experience, EPA Chief of Staff Ryan
Jackson asked the FEAT to assist the Administrator’s Office (AO) in improving its FOIA
program. The AO had seen a 415% increase in the number of incoming FOIA requests
compared to 2016 and the volume had overwhelmed the small staft that was designated to
respond to such requests. The AO Centralization Pilot Project was designed to see if the
FEAT could “deploy” to an office within EPA, assess the strengths and weaknesses of the
office’s current FOIA program, and build a consolidated cadre of employees who would be
focused exclusively on FOIA and other information requests. The expectation was that by
centralizing and prioritizing the responsibility for FOIA requests, the office would produce
more timely responses with fewer errors that necessitated less resources.
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After multiple lean events and prototype exercises, the FEAT and representatives from
the AO Immediate Office (OEX), the Office of Public Affairs (OPA), the Office of Policy
(OP) and the Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations (OCIR) (collectively
referred to as AO4) began to implement the AO FOIA Centralization Pilot Project on April
31, 2018. With the support of the Chief of Staff, the FEAT hired three new employees to
support this effort, and AO4 offices recruited new information experts as well. Currently, the
FEAT 1s coordinating the centralized FOIA efforts for the 1,453 FOIA requests pending with
the AO4 offices (as of June 18, 2018).

Through the Pilot Project, the FEAT and the AO4 Offices have built a foundation for a
dramatically improved FOIA program. The team painstakingly categorized 1,442 requests and
assigned a project lead for each. There was no existing categorization scheme for the team to
turn to, so as they reviewed the requests they developed a unique taxonomy for classifying all
existing and incoming requests. They also began the practice of stamping each document
processed as part of the pilot with a unique identifier so that every document can be tracked at
all stages of the response process.

These behind the scenes efforts enabled two key advancements that generated tangible
results for requestors. First, on June 6, 2018, every one of the 1,163 requestors with a request
pending in the AO4 received an update on their specific request that included a tracking
number, where the request currently stood in the que of pending requests, and an estimated
response date. Many of those dates were months into the future, and so the letters offered the
assistance of EPA’s FOIA Public Liaison and the Office of Government Information Services,
and committed to providing interim releases, if possible. That commitment is meaningful,
because the second advancement is that release to one requestor now means release to all. The
agency often receives multiple requests for the same information. Because the team has now
identified every pending request as relating to one or more standardized subject areas, and
because when the team reviews a document it also identifies that document as relating to one
or more of the same standardized subject areas, the team can instantly identify all pending
requests to which a document is responsive and send the production to each of those
requestors as well. That innovation alone has incredible potential to reduce the time it takes
the AO to respond to requests. While much more progress must be made, since
implementation, the team has completed its response to 100 requests and provided interim
responses to 341 additional requests.

EPA’s FOIA program is far from perfect. The number of requests that are pending for
more than the statutory or agreed upon time for responding has increased. As a result, EPA
now faces over 70 lawsuits under FOIA —a 500% increase over the pre-2017 high.
Ultimately, the head of an agency sets the tone and the commitment of EPA’s senior leaders
will be essential for the program to improve. The work of the FEAT and the AO4 Team,
however, has laid a foundation from which EPA’s FOIA program could be a model of what a
FOIA program should be, not an example of what a FOIA program should not be. Tinvite
you, other members of the Committee, and Committee staff to visit our offices to see first-
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hand the effort that is being made and the work that has been done to put the agency on the
cusp of that future. If you have further questions or would like to schedule a briefing, you may
contact me at minoli.kevin@epa.gov or (202) 564-8064, or your staff may contact Neil
Bigioni, Acting Director, National FOIA Office, at bigioni.neil@epa.gov or (202) 564-2281,
or Kristien Knapp, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at

knapp kristien@epa.gov or (202) 564-3277.

Sincerely,

Kévin S. Minoli
Principal Deputy General Counsel &
Designated Agency Ethics Official

cc: The Honorable Trey Gowdy
Chairman, Committee on Oversight and Government Reform
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
Washington, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
GENERAL COUNSEL

July 15,2018

The Honorable Elijah E. Cummings

Ranking Member

Committee on Oversight and Government Reform
U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Ranking Member Cummings:

In a letter from you in your capacity as the Ranking Member of the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform (Committee) to the Honorable Trey Gowdy, Chairman of
the Committee, you raised questions regarding the Environmental Protection Agency’s
(EPA’s) process for responding to Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests. The letter
highlighted the role of EPA’s FOIA Expert Assistance Team (FEAT) in that process. I write
to provide information as to the origin and role of the FEAT, and to offer to brief Committee
staff on the same.

In 2013, EPA’s FOIA program was routinely the subject of litigation, public criticism,
and Congressional oversight (including oversight by this Committee). Then-Acting
Administrator of EPA Robert Perciasepe turned to me and my counterpart in the Office of
Environmental Information and gave us the following task: make the FOIA process at EPA
better. In response, the FOIA Expert Assistance Team, affectionately known as the FEAT,
was created. The purpose of the FEAT was to provide strategic direction and project
management assistance on the most challenging or complex FOIA requests. Here is how the
FEAT was described in its original Functional Statement:

Under the supervision of the Senior Counsel, this unit provides
legal counsel on all issues pertaining to selected FOIA requests
that have been determined to be [the] most complex and/or
potentially sensitive requests received across the Agency.
Utilizing an extraordinary breadth of FOIA knowledge and
experience, together with in-depth organizational and external
awareness, the team provides advice and guidance to the highest
echelons of management within the Agency.
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Throughout its history, there have been three ways a FOIA request became a “FEAT
FOIA”: a request from the lead office, a request from the Office of the Administrator, and an
independent decision by the FEAT Director. The FEAT would engage on approximately 3%
of EPA’s FOIA requests each year, with the level of engagement on each request adjusting to
the specific needs presented by that request. Among the first FEAT “deployments” — where
DC-based experts travel to locations across the agency to help lead a response to a FOIA
request — was the Team’s engagement with EPA’s Region 10 in response to requests related
to Bristol Bay, Alaska. Other major “FEAT FOIAs” include requests related to the spill of
polluted water from Gold King Mine, EPA’s response to Volkswagen’s use of defeat devices,
and drinking water contamination in Flint, Michigan.

In addition to work on specific FOIA requests, the FEAT also helped keep senior
leaders informed of new requests that the agency received each week, coordinated inter-
agency review with the Executive Office of the President (EOP) where the EOP had equities
in the responsive documents, and made senior leaders aware of impending FOIA productions.
There are multiple benefits to making senior leaders — political and career — aware of
productions before they are actually produced: the Office of Congressional and
Intergovernmental Affairs can determine if the documents are also responsive to a
Congressional request for information and, if so, ensure Congress receives the documents at
the same time or slightly before the requestor; the Office of Public Affairs can prepare any
communications materials deemed necessary based on the documents to be produced; when
the documents are from or about a particular employee, keeping that employee informed
throughout the process when appropriate, including at the response stage, can significantly
increase their confidence in and respect for the FOIA Program into the future; and, while not
meant as a quality control tool, to the extent a mistake is identified, it can be corrected. This
“awareness review” process does not itself violate FOIA and can be completed without
causing undue delay.

In early 2017, the FEAT began to take on a new responsibility: providing
programmatic training and support to an office that was struggling to meet its FOIA
responsibilities. FEAT members were “embedded” with OGC’s External Civil Rights
Compliance Office and OGC’s Ethics Office to help those offices gain experience and
confidence in their FOIA abilities. Based in part on that experience, EPA Chief of Staff Ryan
Jackson asked the FEAT to assist the Administrator’s Office (AO) in improving its FOIA
program. The AO had seen a 415% increase in the number of incoming FOIA requests
compared to 2016 and the volume had overwhelmed the small staft that was designated to
respond to such requests. The AO Centralization Pilot Project was designed to see if the
FEAT could “deploy” to an office within EPA, assess the strengths and weaknesses of the
office’s current FOIA program, and build a consolidated cadre of employees who would be
focused exclusively on FOIA and other information requests. The expectation was that by
centralizing and prioritizing the responsibility for FOIA requests, the office would produce
more timely responses with fewer errors that necessitated less resources.
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After multiple lean events and prototype exercises, the FEAT and representatives from
the AO Immediate Office (OEX), the Office of Public Affairs (OPA), the Office of Policy
(OP) and the Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations (OCIR) (collectively
referred to as AO4) began to implement the AO FOIA Centralization Pilot Project on April
31, 2018. With the support of the Chief of Staff, the FEAT hired three new employees to
support this effort, and AO4 offices recruited new information experts as well. Currently, the
FEAT 1s coordinating the centralized FOIA efforts for the 1,453 FOIA requests pending with
the AO4 offices (as of June 18, 2018).

Through the Pilot Project, the FEAT and the AO4 Offices have built a foundation for a
dramatically improved FOIA program. The team painstakingly categorized 1,442 requests and
assigned a project lead for each. There was no existing categorization scheme for the team to
turn to, so as they reviewed the requests they developed a unique taxonomy for classifying all
existing and incoming requests. They also began the practice of stamping each document
processed as part of the pilot with a unique identifier so that every document can be tracked at
all stages of the response process.

These behind the scenes efforts enabled two key advancements that generated tangible
results for requestors. First, on June 6, 2018, every one of the 1,163 requestors with a request
pending in the AO4 received an update on their specific request that included a tracking
number, where the request currently stood in the que of pending requests, and an estimated
response date. Many of those dates were months into the future, and so the letters offered the
assistance of EPA’s FOIA Public Liaison and the Office of Government Information Services,
and committed to providing interim releases, if possible. That commitment is meaningful,
because the second advancement is that release to one requestor now means release to all. The
agency often receives multiple requests for the same information. Because the team has now
identified every pending request as relating to one or more standardized subject areas, and
because when the team reviews a document it also identifies that document as relating to one
or more of the same standardized subject areas, the team can instantly identify all pending
requests to which a document is responsive and send the production to each of those
requestors as well. That innovation alone has incredible potential to reduce the time it takes
the AO to respond to requests. While much more progress must be made, since
implementation, the team has completed its response to 100 requests and provided interim
responses to 341 additional requests.

EPA’s FOIA program is far from perfect. The number of requests that are pending for
more than the statutory or agreed upon time for responding has increased. As a result, EPA
now faces over 70 lawsuits under FOIA —a 500% increase over the pre-2017 high.
Ultimately, the head of an agency sets the tone and the commitment of EPA’s senior leaders
will be essential for the program to improve. The work of the FEAT and the AO4 Team,
however, has laid a foundation from which EPA’s FOIA program could be a model of what a
FOIA program should be, not an example of what a FOIA program should not be. Tinvite
you, other members of the Committee, and Committee staff to visit our offices to see first-
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hand the effort that is being made and the work that has been done to put the agency on the
cusp of that future. If you have further questions or would like to schedule a briefing, you may
contact me at minoli.kevin@epa.gov or (202) 564-8064, or your staff may contact Neil
Bigioni, Acting Director, National FOIA Office, at bigioni.neil@epa.gov or (202) 564-2281,
or Kristien Knapp, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at

knapp kristien@epa.gov or (202) 564-3277.

Sincerely,

Kévin S. Minoli
Principal Deputy General Counsel &
Designated Agency Ethics Official

cc: The Honorable Trey Gowdy
Chairman, Committee on Oversight and Government Reform
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

Sent: 7/2/2018 12:22:48 PM

To: Joanna Slaney [jslaney@edf.org]

Subject: RE: methylene chloride rule

Yes, so Friday DOD and | believe HHS provided additional comments to a panel of agencies OMB organized. | was out on
Friday, but regrouping with OSCPP this morning in particular Jeff Morris, who is EPA’s representative on that panel, to
see what further we need to finalize the rule.

From: Joanna Slaney [mailto:jslaney@edf.org]
Sent: Friday, June 29, 2018 12:03 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>
Subject: methylene chloride rule

Hi Ryan,

Checking if there’s any progress. We're heading up on two months since EPA announced that they would be finalizing
the rule, and there’s frustration that nothing has been announced. Any new news?

Thanks,
Joanna

Joanna Slaney
Lagisiative Director, Heatth

Environmental Defense Fund
1875 Connecticut &ve, MW, Sulte 800

islaney@edf.org

This e-mail and any attachments may contain confidential and privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail,
delete this e-mail and destroy any copies. Any dissemination or use of this information by a person other than the intended recipient is unauthorized and may be illegal.
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
Washington, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
GENERAL COUNSEL

July 15,2018

The Honorable Elijah E. Cummings

Ranking Member

Committee on Oversight and Government Reform
U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Ranking Member Cummings:

In a letter from you in your capacity as the Ranking Member of the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform (Committee) to the Honorable Trey Gowdy, Chairman of
the Committee, you raised questions regarding the Environmental Protection Agency’s
(EPA’s) process for responding to Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests. The letter
highlighted the role of EPA’s FOIA Expert Assistance Team (FEAT) in that process. I write
to provide information as to the origin and role of the FEAT, and to offer to brief Committee
staff on the same.

In 2013, EPA’s FOIA program was routinely the subject of litigation, public criticism,
and Congressional oversight (including oversight by this Committee). Then-Acting
Administrator of EPA Robert Perciasepe turned to me and my counterpart in the Office of
Environmental Information and gave us the following task: make the FOIA process at EPA
better. In response, the FOIA Expert Assistance Team, affectionately known as the FEAT,
was created. The purpose of the FEAT was to provide strategic direction and project
management assistance on the most challenging or complex FOIA requests. Here is how the
FEAT was described in its original Functional Statement:

Under the supervision of the Senior Counsel, this unit provides
legal counsel on all issues pertaining to selected FOIA requests
that have been determined to be [the] most complex and/or
potentially sensitive requests received across the Agency.
Utilizing an extraordinary breadth of FOIA knowledge and
experience, together with in-depth organizational and external
awareness, the team provides advice and guidance to the highest
echelons of management within the Agency.
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Throughout its history, there have been three ways a FOIA request became a “FEAT
FOIA”: a request from the lead office, a request from the Office of the Administrator, and an
independent decision by the FEAT Director. The FEAT would engage on approximately 3%
of EPA’s FOIA requests each year, with the level of engagement on each request adjusting to
the specific needs presented by that request. Among the first FEAT “deployments” — where
DC-based experts travel to locations across the agency to help lead a response to a FOIA
request — was the Team’s engagement with EPA’s Region 10 in response to requests related
to Bristol Bay, Alaska. Other major “FEAT FOIAs” include requests related to the spill of
polluted water from Gold King Mine, EPA’s response to Volkswagen’s use of defeat devices,
and drinking water contamination in Flint, Michigan.

In addition to work on specific FOIA requests, the FEAT also helped keep senior
leaders informed of new requests that the agency received each week, coordinated inter-
agency review with the Executive Office of the President (EOP) where the EOP had equities
in the responsive documents, and made senior leaders aware of impending FOIA productions.
There are multiple benefits to making senior leaders — political and career — aware of
productions before they are actually produced: the Office of Congressional and
Intergovernmental Affairs can determine if the documents are also responsive to a
Congressional request for information and, if so, ensure Congress receives the documents at
the same time or slightly before the requestor; the Office of Public Affairs can prepare any
communications materials deemed necessary based on the documents to be produced; when
the documents are from or about a particular employee, keeping that employee informed
throughout the process when appropriate, including at the response stage, can significantly
increase their confidence in and respect for the FOIA Program into the future; and, while not
meant as a quality control tool, to the extent a mistake is identified, it can be corrected. This
“awareness review” process does not itself violate FOIA and can be completed without
causing undue delay.

In early 2017, the FEAT began to take on a new responsibility: providing
programmatic training and support to an office that was struggling to meet its FOIA
responsibilities. FEAT members were “embedded” with OGC’s External Civil Rights
Compliance Office and OGC’s Ethics Office to help those offices gain experience and
confidence in their FOIA abilities. Based in part on that experience, EPA Chief of Staff Ryan
Jackson asked the FEAT to assist the Administrator’s Office (AO) in improving its FOIA
program. The AO had seen a 415% increase in the number of incoming FOIA requests
compared to 2016 and the volume had overwhelmed the small staft that was designated to
respond to such requests. The AO Centralization Pilot Project was designed to see if the
FEAT could “deploy” to an office within EPA, assess the strengths and weaknesses of the
office’s current FOIA program, and build a consolidated cadre of employees who would be
focused exclusively on FOIA and other information requests. The expectation was that by
centralizing and prioritizing the responsibility for FOIA requests, the office would produce
more timely responses with fewer errors that necessitated less resources.
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After multiple lean events and prototype exercises, the FEAT and representatives from
the AO Immediate Office (OEX), the Office of Public Affairs (OPA), the Office of Policy
(OP) and the Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations (OCIR) (collectively
referred to as AO4) began to implement the AO FOIA Centralization Pilot Project on April
31, 2018. With the support of the Chief of Staff, the FEAT hired three new employees to
support this effort, and AO4 offices recruited new information experts as well. Currently, the
FEAT 1s coordinating the centralized FOIA efforts for the 1,453 FOIA requests pending with
the AO4 offices (as of June 18, 2018).

Through the Pilot Project, the FEAT and the AO4 Offices have built a foundation for a
dramatically improved FOIA program. The team painstakingly categorized 1,442 requests and
assigned a project lead for each. There was no existing categorization scheme for the team to
turn to, so as they reviewed the requests they developed a unique taxonomy for classifying all
existing and incoming requests. They also began the practice of stamping each document
processed as part of the pilot with a unique identifier so that every document can be tracked at
all stages of the response process.

These behind the scenes efforts enabled two key advancements that generated tangible
results for requestors. First, on June 6, 2018, every one of the 1,163 requestors with a request
pending in the AO4 received an update on their specific request that included a tracking
number, where the request currently stood in the que of pending requests, and an estimated
response date. Many of those dates were months into the future, and so the letters offered the
assistance of EPA’s FOIA Public Liaison and the Office of Government Information Services,
and committed to providing interim releases, if possible. That commitment is meaningful,
because the second advancement is that release to one requestor now means release to all. The
agency often receives multiple requests for the same information. Because the team has now
identified every pending request as relating to one or more standardized subject areas, and
because when the team reviews a document it also identifies that document as relating to one
or more of the same standardized subject areas, the team can instantly identify all pending
requests to which a document is responsive and send the production to each of those
requestors as well. That innovation alone has incredible potential to reduce the time it takes
the AO to respond to requests. While much more progress must be made, since
implementation, the team has completed its response to 100 requests and provided interim
responses to 341 additional requests.

EPA’s FOIA program is far from perfect. The number of requests that are pending for
more than the statutory or agreed upon time for responding has increased. As a result, EPA
now faces over 70 lawsuits under FOIA —a 500% increase over the pre-2017 high.
Ultimately, the head of an agency sets the tone and the commitment of EPA’s senior leaders
will be essential for the program to improve. The work of the FEAT and the AO4 Team,
however, has laid a foundation from which EPA’s FOIA program could be a model of what a
FOIA program should be, not an example of what a FOIA program should not be. Tinvite
you, other members of the Committee, and Committee staff to visit our offices to see first-
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hand the effort that is being made and the work that has been done to put the agency on the
cusp of that future. If you have further questions or would like to schedule a briefing, you may
contact me at minoli.kevin@epa.gov or (202) 564-8064, or your staff may contact Neil
Bigioni, Acting Director, National FOIA Office, at bigioni.neil@epa.gov or (202) 564-2281,
or Kristien Knapp, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at

knapp kristien@epa.gov or (202) 564-3277.

Sincerely,

Kévin S. Minoli
Principal Deputy General Counsel &
Designated Agency Ethics Official

cc: The Honorable Trey Gowdy
Chairman, Committee on Oversight and Government Reform
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=38BC8E18791A47D88A279DB2FEC3BD60-JACKSON, RY]

Sent: 7/8/2018 12:44:46 PM

To: Emily Holden [eholden@politico.com]

Subject: Re: Couple of press policy questions

Did you receive information from our press shop?

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
_US.EPA

Ex. 6

On Jul 8, 2018, at 8:14 AM, Emily Holden <eholden@politico.com> wrote:

FYTin case you have any thoughts. I expect some of these things may change and would like to
have up-to-date information so I can be fair.

Emily Holden

Reporter, energy/climate
POLITICO
eholden@politico.com
Ex. 6 i
@emilyhholden

Begin forwarded message:

From: eholden@politico.com

Date: July 8, 2018 at 8:11:12 AM EDT
To: press@epa.gov

Subject: Couple of press policy questions

Hi all. I'm on Reliable Sources this morning and they’d like to talk about EPA
press access and policies.

I was happy to see you had an interview with the Post, and I hope there will be
opportunities for more of those with other outlets.

Still have a couple basic questions with the change in leadership: will the acting
administrator announce where he will be speaking or traveling in advance?

He said during his confirmation that he would publish his calendar routinely. Are
we looking at the same system for every few weeks for the most basic details or
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will he release his full Outlook calendars at a more regular pace without that
being litigated?

Are you still following the same process for updating calendars after the fact,
which you outlined in some of your FOIA suits? Do you have any updated
comment on the story about the aide who was asked to delete calendar items?
(Also on the FOIA front, James, I will take into consideration what we spoke
about in terms of Beth White also being a compliance lawyer.)

Did you archive the tweets deleted from the administrator’s account?

Will you return to the practice of having press conferences or phone calls to
explain major announcements?

And will Mr. Wheeler fly coach? Will there be an evaluation of his security
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